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LeGarer in the ſame City. 


 JupGEs 136VER, 23. 
if the Lord Were pleaſed to kill us, he Wonld not have veceived a. 
burnt-offring and a meat-offring at our hands, neither Would be.. oh ? 
Rive Gewed us all theſe things, nor World ar this Hine have told 5 
" 6s ſuch thing ras theſe, | *S.4 MRI - 
Jupd@Ezs 5: Vu n, 23,24. 
- Curſe ye Mcroz. ( /aia the Angell of the Lord,) cur 
© #0 2 yaegieyin GT Ap. z uu, Came no#-t01 
'-' Lordyo the pe of the Lord againſt the mighty; 
4 Bleſſed above Women ſhall Jael #e wife Fever the Es, 
” ” cdl ſoall foe be above Women 1 ” the tewt. 
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HONOVRABLE 
THE KNIGHTS, CITIZENS 
And BurcGtssss of the Houſe 


of Commons Afſlcmbled- in 
PARLIAMENT; 


Honourable and ®* Bleſſed Patriots : | See Mat.g gs | 


= S it was mecre duty that firſt 
moyed mee to preach theſe 
[35 Sermons, fo it is bare neceſ- 

\&) ſity that doth now inforceme 
3X to print them, they were 
PETE VPR ES preached vhenlfſawthe ma- 
ny bleſſed probabilities and firſt-fruits of refor- 
mation, which God and the King by your 
bands, did reach forth unto this Nation. For 
alchough I did conceive my ſclfeto be one of 
theleaſt, and laſt in the Miniſtry, asnort having 


yeraitained to more yeeres of mine age, then 
A2 _ "there 


ran... © 


The Epiſble Deaicatory, 


there are dayes in ſome Mone«hs,yet1thought 
my felfe old enough to *cty Hoſanna to your 
Mat.zr. 8,9. proceedings, and with thoſe Children in te 
Goſpell, to ſtrow theſe my two Branches in the \ 
© way of approaching reformation. For how 
/ - couldI}furtherthat worke more effeually with 
God, then by a ſacrifice of thankeſgiving 2 or 
with men, then by the Doarine of Activity ? 
and theſe two,arc the generallContents of both 
my following Diſcourſes, Inthefirſt of them, 
I doe but write an Hiſtory ( Epitomie rather * | 
ofthe Lords mercy, ourSoveraignes goodnes, 
and the proſperous paines of this happy Par- |: 
liament. In the latter, (which wasficſtpreached) | 
x I doe preſſe mine auditory to bring Bellowes, | 
«M3.;.2, and Fuellto the *refinersfire, and toſtandcloſe 
' to theparticulars of our bleſſed Vowand Pro- | 
teſtation, Neither doe [ wade further in any | | 
point then 1 have aclue from your proceedings | i 
to leade me ſafely backe againe. Thus itwas | 
meere duty that firſt moved me tocryHoſanna, | r 
Bur alas, as wercade in that Goſpell concer- | c 
*apc,21.15- Ning Chriſts riding into Jeru/alem, * that when the | 1 
| Chiefe Prie$ts and Scribes ſaw rhe wonderfull things |a 
that he did. and the children crying in the Temple and \fc 
ſaying Hoſanna, they were ſore diſtleaſed ; fo lbad P: 
no ſooner began to Celiver theſe notes in pub- to 


like } 


Fg 
* 


The Epiftle Dedicatory, | 


I:ke, butpreſently I heard, read and felt, the dil 
r ; pleaſureof alikegeneration of oppoſites ſorely 
e { kindled againſt me, Troubler, Peſiulent, Sciſmatt- 
© rallynay Faftion,Sedition,Treaſon,thele were ſome 
y of thecommontitlesthat by word and writing, 
h were given both to the Preacher and theSer- 
Tr  mons. But my comfort 1s, that the ſame Epi- 
? trhites, ſo unjuſtly wreſted, have beene caſt upon 
h far better Miniſters, longagoe. 'Thus*A4habto < | 
1, Elijih, lertullus andthe lewes againſt S.Paul,and VA. 
: { He Scribes and Phariſees againſt Chriſt himſelf, ,,,,,. ** 
s, As fortheEccleſiaſticallauthority which did con- . 
'- | vent me fortheſe Sermons, ( for convented 1 

) | was,) although I found them andtheir adhe- 

s, | rents like * Sampſon when his head was ſhaven, 'J*15-19: 
ſe | And thattheir might to puniſh Innocence was 

)- | taken away from them, yer [did plainely reade 

y | ſo muchin their frownes and threats, as doth 

72S | mforcemeto beleeve, thatitevertheirlocksdo 

2S | grow againe, I may expe@ the ' houſe about '©*7-29.39 
a, | mine eares, for the prevention of which mi- 

r- | chiefe, my ſelfe am perſwaded by friends. Theſe 

he | my notes arethus enforced by cnemies, tolye 

z5 |at yourfeete for juſtice, and if Ibe found an of- 

7d \fender, or have committed any thing in theſe 

id papers worthy of deathor of bonds, | refuſe nor 

b- to ſuffer, but if there benone of thoſe things 

ke | 


, A3 where- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


a Plale6geg, 


whereof theſe accuſe me, nay if( contrariwiſe) 
the maine cauſe of their malice ſhould appeare 
to be this, namely that my Sermons are too 
truc, too Parliamentary; then | doe leave it to 
yourgrave wiſedomes toconlider, whether or 
no, the *reproaches of them that reproached 
me doſeeme(lfeareto name 1t) evento fail up- 
on your proceedings, the ſumme(theretore )of 
mine humble Epiſtolary Petition is this : 
If your high Tribunall thall acquit mee for 
this worke, that then you would further be 
gratiouſly pleaſed to vouchſate your Parlia- 
mentary proteftion, that ſo both my ſelfe, and 
Treatiſes may go abroad without danger,and 
if this Honourable Houſe ſhall daigne fo much 
as to defend theſe my Bloſſomes from thoſe 
Birds, | doe here yow and deyote my future 
fruites, yea, ſtock andall to your honourable 
ſervice, meane whilel ſhall continuein prayer 
that the Wonderfull Counſeller, the Prince of 
Peace,would (till dire&,protet your Coun/ells, 
Perſons,carrying you for ward over the necks, 

. yea ( as hitherto he hath done) upon the, 
| backs of his and your enemies, to the ac- 
complihment of that worke which he hath 
given you to doe. 


Prom my Study in 
Excefier,#eb 51541; 


So praycth your 
obliged (pirituall ſervant 
Joun Bond, 


| FAMMMMMANNACMRARY 


THOHWIH CLOS HHH eve 


FEES ENS NETEY FOE NINE ITT. 
To the Reader. 


Reader: 


ring theſe Treatiſes, as is is 
with ſome debrors and defen- 
dants, which are in danger of 
fa: arreſts and law ſuits; 5 they 
NWA doe ſuffer themſebves to bee. 
pred hs publike ſervice, that fo they may be ſafes 
| From pricvateCreditors and Adrverſaries ; Sotheſe- 
notes of mine barving beene moleſted with many ſlans: 
derous enemies, when they were preached, and be- 
| ing afraid of unjuſt after-claps ani arreareages, 
they are now forced, yea frightedro the Preſſe in cheir 
/ owns defence ; Ani hereby 12am made ſomewhat like 
chat damws in the * Poet, which Was ---Vulnere fa--murialsspis, 
Ra' Parens. Whatſoever errours ſhall be committed 
in Printing, for them blame tbe Stationers and not 
we, for Imaytruly ſay, as be ---Sine me liber ibat 2 


in urbem, I never did ſo much as reade over that 
Copies. 


————— Ce EEE 


— —— 


To the Reader. 


Copie which went to rhe Preſs:, but was faine to ſend 
the Epiſtles afterit; As for the matter contained in 
theſe Sermons, if it be 00 thinus for publike view, 
thanke mine enemies which forced me to make them 
publike, if thou meeteſt with any thing there that 
may doe thee good, yet ſtill thanke thoſe enemies ; For 
though the Leftures were mine, yet the booke (as I 
faid ) ts theirs, Onely here take notice how the di- 
Tine Providence doth continually beat theſe men with 
their owne hands, for by endeavouring to crie downe 
theſe Sermons whilſt they were preaching, they have 
now cried them up in print, and ſo have ſpread their 
[por agreat deale broder by labouring too islently to 
rub irout, All that 1 will furcber ſay unto thee ſball lie 
in theſe words, vel perlege, vel neglige, reade all 
or none, 1 am thine as thou likeſt me, 


b Fn BR. 2, 1641. 


Ava Committee of the Houſe of Commons for \ 
,Bookes and Printing, 
It is this Yay Ordered that theſe Sermons be forthwith pub- 
lithed in Print. Edward Dering, 


Joun Bond, 


ew ea Ns, Can pes +> ct 


_ 
DOORE OF HOPE, 


; ALSO 
HOLY AND LOYALL ACTIVITY: 


————_——. 
—— 


PSALME 126, 1,2» 
When the Lord turned againe the Captivity of 
Zion ; we were like them that dreame. 
Then was our mousb filled with laughter, and our 
frongue with finging. 


a He Occaſion of this P/2/me is by the con= Occaſion. 
WF ſcnt of Expoſitoxrrs conceived to be the 
MR grations Editt and Proclamation of King . 
J Cyr the Perſian, for the free return of 

; the ewes from their Babileniſh Captivity, 

after ſeventy yeares durance. Of that 

Captivitie, and their Deliverance , ſee more fully in 
the book of Chronicles, The Lord ſtirred up the Spirit of | 
Cyrus, King of Perfia,that he made a Proclamation throagh= , c1,, z6 
out all the Kingdome, and pat it alſo in Writing, ſaying, 12,23. 
Thu faith Cyras King of Perſia, The Lord God of Heaven 
hath chargetl me to build him an _ in Pn Which $ 

#» Indah :, Who « there among - you of all hu people ? t 
Lord his God be With hins, Ste him goe _ And io jira. — 
in Ezra and Jeremiah, By all which places ( me thinks) Jer 29,10. &c. 

| | B we | 


—_ 


A Doore of Hope, alſo 


Ezr.c.i &c.2, 
Dan.c%g, 
Tl.137.1,2. 


Pc0.1 I, 8, 


1 Kin.1,36, 


Drviſion, 


s 


Ava 
Us 


we may ſce our Rate hitherto expreſſed in the Iewiſh as 
ina glafſe, and ſo-may whet our attentions agd affeRi- 
ons, upon the very threſhold of the Diſcourſe with this 
ſhort Paralel. 

I, Were they Gods owne ſcle&ed people ? fo are we 
thus farre,being the only Monarchy and K ingdoms of pure 
Proteſtants, now ſtanding upon the face of the Earth : for 
all other people are either no Chriſtians, no pure Proteſt» 
ants,or no Kingdome and Monarchy. 

2. Was thcir oppreſſour litterall Babylon? whence came 


. our late Apoſtaſyes and diſtrations,but from Babylon the 


mylticall ? 

3. The only means that they had left were (preces > /4- 
chryme ) prayers and teares, beſides a few poore deſpiſed, 
(but yet ative) Prieſts, Prophets and (Levites, * And were 
not our harps and hopes too, hung up upon the willows 
but a while ago. 

4. The manner of their Deliverance,it was by Retortion, 
for the Jews wage freed, and Babylon her ſelf became a cap- 
tive: andis it not ſo withus (according to the faying of 
the iſe man) T hat the righteons.13 delivered out of trouble, 
and the Wicked cometh in hu ftead ? | | 

5. Finally, the end ef their freedom was to build a Temple 
20 their God; and is it not the hope and prayer of all Saints 
amoneſt us, that our Deliveraxce may end ira glorious re- 
formed Church ?:Amen : the Lord God of my Lord the King 

ſay ſo roo. Thus the very Occaſion of this P/a/zxe, and our 
T hankeſgrving arc Paralclls, So much for a whet upon the 
threſhold. | q 

But let usenter the houſe : OR} CER rt 

This ſhort ſweet Song deth conſiſt of three parts. ., + 

1. An Exhortation Ea thankfulneſle for their De- 
Irverance begun, and thegreatnefle of that Deliverance is 


- withall extolled,v. 1,2,3. reading the words in the Future 


tenſe, —hen the Lord turncdgghe. ©, 
2, A Prayecrforthe increaſe and perfe&ion of the work, 
v.4.T urn agais onr captivity 6 Lord,that is,yo 0 in turning. 


ASA? >. 


3.An 


Ch OO yd 


"20 GRO URIC. 


SLIT OA RAIL -7, 


PU—_ 


Holy and Loyal Aftivity. 


3. An run againft thoſe difficulties which 
they had, did, and might-yet farther mect withall. For 
their firſt returne was not compleate, all the Jewes came 
not home with Ezra, but ſome wanted W, and others 4- 
bility toreturn. This incouragement is expreſſed by a com- 
pariſon,ver.5,6, They that (ow in teares ſhall reape w joy He 
that goeth forth, &c, that is, ye know the dithcultics and 
hardihips that the Husbandman doth meet withall in his 
calling, his ſeed-timeordinarily is in the Winter-ſcaſon, 
and therefore he may then meet with many a bluſtering 
ſtorme and pinching froſt, and fo doth ſow in teares ; but 
here is bis comfort, that the time of Harveſt js a Sun- 
ſhine ſeaſon, and then he is like to reape a full crop in faire 
weather with joy. So though the begining of our return 
and of this Deliverance, may, and doth meet with many 
oppoſites and oppoſitions, with a Sanballar, a Tobiah,and 
ether back-triends, yet be of good cheere, hold out, the 
cloſe of all will be both a cleare sky and afull crop, This 
for Diviſion of the Pfalme. 
 TheText then hath in it the force; firſt of an Exhorta- 
7109 to reall and verball thankfalnefſe, which may not only 
fill the heart, but flow out at the mouth,ver.2. And beſides 
that, here is ſecondly a Declaration of the greatneſk of that 
(though bur partiall) Deliverance, for it 1s faid, ro be the 
turning of a Captivity of Zion, eves to the wery aſtoniſh- 
ment of the captives themſelves. The ſubftance of both 
theſe branches (namely of this Exbortation and Decta- 
ration) and ſo conſequently of the whole Text, may be re- 
ſolved into this ſhort ſentence. 
| DocTRINE. ; 
T hat aſtoniſbing Deliverances doe crave accurate obſerva- 


tion and remembrance. 


Toexplaine it alittle. 


I, Byſ aoni/zing | T meanc, ſuch as were beſides, yea 
| aboveand beyond hope, nay, contrary to it, when men 


looked for nothing more then the quite contrary, and 
therefore they Rand amazed when the mercy comes up- 
=—_ 


Nehl,6.1,&0 


A Doore of Hope, alſo 


yer. 9, 


" Were 13,1415, 


on them. Sucha one was Peters freedome out of priſon 
upon the prayer of the Saints. He had bin apprehended 
by King Herod, put inpriſon, delivered to foure quater-' 
nions of Souldicrs to be kept, yea, he was now flee- 
Ping betweene two fouldiers, bound with two chaines, 
and th e keepers before the doore kept the priſon : But 
ſe the wender, when the Angell comes, his chains fell 
off from his hands, he paſſeth ſecurely the firſt and the 
ſecond watch, and at laſt the iron gate which leadeth to 
the city, opened to him of his owne accord : A ſtrange 
Deliverance indeed, fo range that neither Peter him- 
ſclfe could beleeve it when he felt it. For he wiſt not 
it Was true, but thought ke ſaw a viſion, Neither could 
the Church belecve it when he was caſt in upon them, 
as the fruit of their prayers, but told the Damoſell which 
reported his freedome, that ſhe was no better then mad. 
This was an aſtoniſhing Deliverance. And ſuch an 
other was the preſent turning of the Tewes Capti- 
vity. | 

2.By Deliverances | underſtand chiefly, Nationall,becauſe 
that is in the Text ; though Perſonall alſo may be taken in. 

3- Doe crave] that is,cſpecially the Lord for them doth 
exped and requirc. 

4. Accurate ] that is, exaft, compleat,artificiall. 

5- Obſervations and remembrances] by remembrances 
conceive both expolitions and repetitions, as alfo Records 
and Memorials. 

For the compleat handling of this Point we will ſhew, 
I'How Natural, 2, How Firme, 3. How T/efull a 
truth it is. 

I, How Natarall, 

Here is an aſtoniſhing Deliverance accurately obſerved and 
remembred, 

I, That it was aſtoni/ing,ſec in the laſt words,it made 
the receivers of it ike men in a dreame, it was ſo ſudden,ſo 
free, ſo great, 

2, It was accurately obſervedand remembred, 

| | | 1, 0&- 


<ACME-* 


Holy and Loyall Aftivity. 


. x. Obſerved, ſee in the expreſſions, for here are ſet 
downe, 1. The giver, the Lord, 2, Therecciver, Zion, 
3. The miſery, C os 4. The mercy, . the turning 
thereof, and making them like to thoſe that dreame. I do 
not force marrow out of theſe bones, ye ſce that it drops 
of its own accord. | | 

2, That it was accarately remembred, ſee this record ; 
for all this is regiſtred (tor us) by the Lords own fin- 
ger to all poſterity, Thus the note is moſt Natwrall. 

2, And *tis Firme too, 

That is, we have a whole Cloud of other witneſſes to 
teſtific the ſtrength of this Maxime, yea ſufficient pil- 
lars to ſupport it are growne upon this ſame Field, e- 
ven in the booke of the Plalms. The Works of the Lord Plat 11.y.2, 
are great, ſought out of all them that have pleaſure therein, 
[ought ont | explorata, ſtudied, aggravated,anatomized, 
fo that all the inner works of them are diſcevered and 
read upon. It is one thing to view the bulke of a 
watch, that is, the bigneſſs, colour and caſe ; another 
to obſerve the 4rr of Wheeles, balance and ring, and 
this obſervation is acc#rate, But P/.106.(bcing one of the 
largeſt in the book) beginneth at e£gypr, travelleth home 
to { anaan with 1/rael,and there(it ſeems)doth come home 
toits own time,giving in a ſpeciall Catalogue of the great Pſil.107, 
Deliverances through thoſe places and times : but lealt any 
memorable particular ſhould there be omitted, lo the next 
P/aulme gocs it over again, and brings after the gleanings. 
In bricfe, finde me out any Pfalme of praiſe through this 
whole book (as moſt of theſe ſongs are ſuch) and I will. 
ſhew you in the ſame Pſalme a contirmation of this trath,. 
T hat aftomiſhing Deliverances doe crave accurate obſervation. 
and remembrance, 

Ob, But yet all thoſe are but the praQtiſes of particular. 
perſons er people (you will ſay) they are no precepts? - 

eAn. But thoſe praiſes are grounded both upon former. 
precepts and prefidents, As 1. The Inſtitution: of the Peſſc- 

over, and the continuall c:lebration therof, 7 his day ol 
b = Ms c 


FOCI IIS 


4 Doore of Hope, alſo 


t9 


Ex. 17,14,15, 


3. 
Jolh.4. I, 2, . 


ver 7. 


Reaſon, 
Pro. 16,4, 


VCr, I5, 


be unto you for a memoriall, - «And Moſes ſaid unto the 

ple, Remember this day #n Which ye came out from Af- 
gypt, ont of the houſe of bondage, So their other chicfe 
Feſtivals were commemorative, 2. So that A/tar and 
Booke in memoriall of Amalcks malice and their De- 
liverance, And the Lord [aid unto Moſes Write this for 


a memoriall in a' booke and rehearſe it in the eares of lo- 


ſhua : for I Will utterly put ont the remembrance of A« 
malek from under Heaven. And Molſcs built an Altar 
and called the nawe of ie Jehovah-Nifli, 3. Alſo thofe 
twelve ſtones in [ordan, And it came to paſſe When all 
the people Were clean paſſed over Jordangthat the Lord ſpake un- 
ro Jolhaah, ſaying, take you twelve men ont of the people, 
ont of every Tribe a man : and command you them, ſay- 
ing, Take you hence out of the mii#t of ] ordan, &c. twelve 
ſtones, and ye ſhall carry them over With you, &c, The ap- 
plication of it was, Theſe ſtones ſhall be for a memorial 
unto the children of [ſcacl for ever. Thertore AſFoni/hing 
Delwerances dos crave, ec, 

And*tis as reaſonable as true, For, 

I. This is one of the Lords chicfe ends in beſtowing 
fach great Deliverances. The Lord hath made all things 
for himſelfe, yea even the Wicked for the day of evill, If all 
things, even the wicked, then much more all mercics, 
and to his own people;for himſelf, that is, for his own glo- 
ry and honour. 

2ueft, But then, how may he have glory for a De- 
liverance ? | 

Anſw. Why, praiſe is glory in his account, ho (6 
offereth praiſe glorifierh me, cc. and what greater prailc 


for a favour then to remember and obſerve it accurate- - 


ly. But moſt clearly in theſe words, Call upon me in 
the day of trouble ; I Will deliver thee and thou ſhalt glo- 
rifie me, "That is, the end that I expe& from thee in 
a Deliverance (faith God) is mine owne glory, and 
therefore the greater ths Deliverance, the more glory 
muſt ] have, 


2, Actarare | 


4 


. 
7. 
% 
>$ 
» 
Cy 
a0 


Holy and L ojall Afticvity. 


5 


Fw pn ei 


2. Actarate remembrance and Obſervation doth keep the Reaſo;: +. 


Deliverance fill __ alive, it 'gives it a continuall 
re-creatio, The remembring is the 


being. Recoraatio e 
renewing of a mercy. 


3. And there is much equity in it too. *Tis but pro- 


committed much, of him they Will acke the more, Cofily im- 
provements doe expect a rich harveſt, *Tis true then, 
*tis reaſonable, that eAfoniſhing Deliverances doe and 


ought to crave accurate obſervation and Remembrance, 
And thns the point is both Naturall,and Firme. And 'tis 
as uſcfull as cither. 

Uſe, 

To check a ſort ef Anti-Deliverancers amongſt us, men 
that care not to hearetalke of any ſuch great Deliverance 
that hath bin wreught for us, but are up with their 1/har? 
how ? and Wherein ? Tell them,as here, that the Lord hath 
done great things for us, and they are angry preſently and 
part companyes, Tell them of a captivity of Zo that is 
turned,” and they laugh as much at the turning as at the 
Zion, .Butarcycaware of their reaſon? I conceive it to 
be this, The men are delinquents perhaps in perſon, or 
c}{: in party, and therefore ſhould they acknowledge a 
Deliverance, Next, it will be enquired from what, and 
Whom we are delivered? And the Anſwer to this Que- 
ſtion might ſtart new quzeres which may refle& upon 
themſelves, their friends, or fa&tion. I therefore com- 
mend the pollicy of the men, though neither their Prety, 
nor Ingenuity. ES Leng. 
' 1.Not their Piery,for had they picty cither towards their 
Religion or Country, they might ſee, and conld not but 
be.ſenſible ofthe many great inrodes and invaſions, which 
have bin made ( of late ) upon both, and thoſe by no 
meane ones too, as we ſee the juſtice of this Blefſed Par- 
lament doth daily diſcover more and more, foundations 
out of courſe in Church and State. | 

2, And thcir Ingenwity ſeemes as little too, in _ 

| they 


Reaſon.z, 
portionable and the manner of men. To Whom men have v1 2-48, 
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they deny or leſſen that which the finger of '>od, and the 
juſtice of the whole Kingdome ( repreſentative) have 
both found ani poynted out, But to ſtop the mouthes of 
ſuch detraers by Authority ( therefore) let them now 
know, and ſee to their peril, that 7 hanks/giving for De- 
liverance is in print, commanded by. the ſupreame Court 
and Councell of the Kingdome; therefore we are dclive- 
red. 
Queſt, From what or whom ? 
eAnſw, From Warrs, which would have bin juſt as 
he faid, Pluſquam civitia, betwixt Brethren, wars with 


_ thoſe whole fidelity and loyalty we are now commanded 


to proclaime toall the world. And on theother-ſfide we 
may, we muſt, lay open all the Zib.5, Doegs and Hamany, 
which were [zcendiaries to thoſe Commotions.O give me 
leave here to digrefle alittle ( for joy is an excurſive af- 
fection) You know how Z:ba by his ſlander upon Me- 
phiboſheth did gaineall his Lands for a while, yea and Me- 
phiboſheth during that time is accounted by king David lit- 
tle eſſe than a Traitor : but at laſt, truththat is ſtrong,doth 
prevaile ; the ſlander is diſcovered, and the poore, honeſt, 
mortified, loyall ephiboſhrth, is found to have bin the 
Kings conſtant good friend and true Subje&, So though 
Doegs villany did ſucceed a while to the deſtru&ion of ma- 
ny of the Lords Prieſts as conſpiratours with D avid,yet at 
laſt, a prayer full charged with curſes and heavieſt impre- 
cations is let fly after the accuſer, and doubtlefſe did over- 
take him in due time, becauſe it proceeded from the Spi- 
rit of the Lord. Butthe example of Hamans ſinne and 
puniſhment is for our purpoſe more remarkable then both 
the former. He had accuſed, bought and begg*d of King 
Ahaſpuerns the whole Nation of the Fewes ,; his pretence 
was,becauſe they were a ſcattered, dangerous,fa&ious and 
rebellious people. The Decree for their deſtruction was 
written by the Kings Scribes, ſcaled with his ring, and 
the letters for diſpatch were ſent by Poſtes into all the * 
Kings Provinces, fo deſtroy, ro kill and to cauſe to periſs, 
al 
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" all Jewer,&:c. But whats the iſſue ? Surely on Hamane Eft.s. 


art it is two-fold. Firſt, Hamar is commanded by the 
ſame King publikely to honour Moratcw in perſon, Ther 
the King ſaid to Haman, yt haſte and take the apparel, 
and the horſe as thow haſt [aia, and dee even (5 to Mordecai 
the Jew that ſitteth at the Kings gate, let nothing faile of all 
that thou haſt Spoken. Then tooke Haman the apparell and 
the horſe, and arraied Nordecai,anvd browght him on hoy ack 
through the ftreet of the City, an4 proclaimed before him, 
Thus thall it be done-unto the man whom the King de- 
lighteth to honour, Let us but imagine with our ſelves 
how ſcurvily did Hama» looke, when likea page he did 
lacky along before Mordecai's horſe, yea and how faint- 
ly and unmulically did he figh out that Proclamation, 
ſhus ſhall it be dene untothe man, &c, This was the firft 
ifſac. But the ſecond (the Cataſtrophe of all) was more 
fad : for Haman ſupplicth the place of Aordecai upon his 
owne gallows, whulſt 2ordtcai fils up Hamans roome in 
the Court and favour of the King. So true is that Pro- 
verbe of the Spirit of God by the wiſe man, The righteous 
# delivered out of trouble, and the Wicked cometh in hus 
ſtead. But to returne from this digreſſion to my Anti- 
deliverances again, and to expoſtulate the matter with 
them more fully, I mult tell them yet farther that they are 
guilty of a double tranſgreſſion ; for, 


1. Firſt, they are ingratefull both to the Lord, and to 


his choyce inſtruments, they doe trample unparalel'd Na- 
tionall mercies under foot, and ſo arc unworthy to breath 
in theſe bleſſed times which we ſee, Is this your thank 
fullneſſe to the Lord, the King, and the ſupreame Coun- 
cell of the Kingdome, all which doe deſerve your prai- 
ſes and ſelves, for their proteaion, wildome and watch- 
fiillnefſe over us ? or what cls thinke you, .are not King 
and Parliament ſe wiſe, ſo Orthodox, ſo well afteaed 
to the publike good, as your ſelves ? Shall the Lord ſhew 
his ſpeciall providence in an aftoniſhing Deliverance, 
ſhall the greateſt in the. "ow acknowledge it, and _ 
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publike command be given to proclaime it, and yet will 
(nay durſt) ye till to bite the lip, to ſhake che head or to 
grumble ſecretly at ſuch proceedings? Brethren (1 ſpeak 
to all true Proteſtants and cordiall Subjets) I charge you 
by your thankfullneſſe, and by all the mercies lately recei= 
ved, that ye obſerve, markeout and purſue (lawfully) to 
the uttermolt, all ſuch murmurers and repiners at the 
preſent bleſlings of Deliverance and Reformation, They 
arc Ingratcfull in a high meaſure, 

2. Secondly, they are no friends to our greateſt good 
neither : for who'are they which doe now ſuttzr,but De- 
linquents and Delinquencies ? Who are they which do 
pur ſuc,but the juitice of God and man ? Again, what is it 
that is now lavoured fer, by thoſe great Stecr{-men above, 
but toſtabliſh and defend true Religion,Soveraignty,Laws, 
Parltamenrs and Liberties ? And yet we have men, who 
either expreſly, or about the buſh, dare tell the people of 
a kind cf perſecution, afflitions, hard times now, and 
I know not what, And indced it is common with men=- 
ſlayers and fellons to account the publike Aſlizes, a time of 
affiitions, Yea with all Delizquents the execution of Ju- 
ſtice is nick-named a perſecution : and is it imaginable 
then that this Tribe can give hearty thanks for the preſent 
worke of Deliverance ? Note them out therfore for MEN 
of corrupt minds,back-friends,yea back- biaſes to rhe weal- 
publike, and ſuch to whom our gladneſie is but their ſad- 
nefle, Rumpater, qui/quis, rumpitur invidia, Ina word,do 
but marke (my Brethren) what perſons (Lay or Clergy) 
are moſt dull and backward tothe means and pieces of this 

' Reformation, as firſt, 7o dayes of publike humiliation ins 
joyned, Next, to the late Vowand Proteſtation, and finals 
ly, to this laſt duty of publike joy and thankeſgiving;; but on 
the contrary, are very quick, tree and forward. to promote 
or favour Arminian, Antiſabbatarian, licentious papers, pam- 
phters or prattiſes,mark theic,and then ye have found them 
(ten to one) which I call Anti-Deliverancers, Anti-Rev 
formiſts ths 
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2. Vſe. 
| Let this preſſe us cloſc ly, even all good Proteſtantsand 
Subjeds, to {ct our ſelves {criouſly upon this worke,name- 
ly the Accurate obſervation and remembrance of our now 4- 

; Poniſhing Deliverances. Thoſe words of Moſes to Iſrael, Deut 4 yt 
; may be mine to England, touching our preſent mercies. 
Aske now of the dayes that are paſt Which Were before thee, ſince 
the day that God created wan upon Earth, and acke from, 
the one fide of Heaven nitro the other (all former times, 
and all other places) Whether there hath beene any ſuch 
thing as this preat thing ts, or hath beene heard like it ? 
Did ever people heare the voyce of God ſpeaking ont of the yer, 31, 
midſh of the fire (the late kindled fire of Civill warrs) 4s 
thou haſt heard and live ? Or hath God aſſaied to goe and yer 4, 
take him a Nation from the mid(® of another Nation (a 
Nation of Proteſtants out of a Nation of Papiſts) by remp- 
tations, by ſignes and by Wonders, and by Warre, and by a 
mighty hand, and by a ſtretched out arme, and by great ter- 
roars, according to all that the Loyd your God did fir you 
in Egypt before year cyes ? As all thoſe ſeven particu- 
lars of mercy (viz. temptations, fignes, wonders, watr, 
mighty-hand, ſtretched-out-arme, great terrours) were 
made up in 1ſraels «Egyptian freedome, ſo could we pa- 
ralell them am«.ngſt us, but the taske would take up too 
much time. Only in ſhort to give araſte. 

1. Were they delivered and breught out of a litterall 
corporal <A gypt and bondage, after foure hundred and thir- 
ty ycers ſlavery ? we were delivered from .a ſpirituall and Ex-12 40» 
myſticalle-£gyprafter above ſome five hundred years ſince 
the Conqueſt, ps | 

2, Were they carried through a Red-Sea and a Cong | 
and led by a hiery pillar? we went through fire and through Fſa. 66.12. 
water (through a Gunpouder-treaſon and an Eigh- 
ty-cight) but hee brought us firth into a Wealthic 
place 7 | 
| 3.In ſhort, were they brought into a fruitful Land, where 
} they hadtheOracles and Ordinances of God above all _ 
; C 2 ple 
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ple? Let me ſpeake freely, I conceive that we have more 
1n both theſe particulars then they, for 

Firſt, our Land in my judgement(with ſubmidion)hath 
bin more fruitfull conſtantly then was theirs ; for how 
many famines reade we to have bin in (ammaarn ſuccel(- 


(ively ? As in the times of Abraham, of Iſaac, of 


Zacob, of Ruth, 1 thinke you can hardly paralell that 
numbter in the like time and kinde in this I1fle- 
land. 

Secondly, for Oracles and Ordinances (true they had 
miracles, and we have wonders, but otherwiſe ) they did 
ſee Chriſt a farre off, through a cloud of painefull and 
coſtly Ceremonies : but we behold him come, and, as 
it were, face to face in his Evangelicall Ordinances, 
And let me adde, no age or Nation, paſt or preſent, 
under Heaven, did or doth enjoy ſuch a cleere, quick, 
powerfull, practicall Miniſtry , as is now in this Ifle- 
land, and hath bin amongſt us for ſome late yeers. But 
what doe I looke backe to times paſt ? I necd not to 
bring forth cold and ſtale diſhes, to furnih out this 
feaſt of praiſcs, there are enough, new, and warm ones 
to oycr-fill the Table, yea, ſuch as have bin cock d and 
dres'd in our owne times. Let us but looke upon the 
preſent wonders of the laſt five yeeres or therabout in 
this Tfland. TI remember ſome rude Sea-men have ſti- 
led the Sommer Iſlands by. the name of the Divels Jſle- 
lungs, becauſe, they ay, of the many tempeſtuous, 1m- 
petuous ſtormes, whirle-winds and earth-quakes, which 
arc common in thoſe places. Surely, Bretheren, upon 
better grounds we may call our Britan the Iſieland of 
Fehovah (or Gods Iſland) becauſe of the manifold Pro- 
rections, Preventions, Deliverances, Bleſſings fpiritualt , 
politig; and Eccleſiaſtical, fo little leſſe then miracutouls 
ly conferred on us. I may fay ſeriouſly of them all, that 
they arc morethen I am able to expreſle, ſome of them I 
have reſolved now to touch upon, ſuch as are neweſt for 
time, and doc come necreſt the Text for Nature ;- and in 
recko= 
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reckoning up of theſe, T ſhall have ſome eye to the Copy 
in my Text, Here we ce an cxa& enumeration (or num- 

bring) of all the ingredients of this admirable Deliverance 

of the Jewiſh nation. As 1, The Author,God, When the 

Lord. 2. Their Miſery, a (aptivity, 3. The Manner 

of the Mercy, turning, or returning, 4, The Delivered, 

Zion, And 5, finally, The extent of this goednefle, it was 
aſtoniſhinz, and made them like men in a dreame, Row 
accurately could we match and Paralcll every one of thoſe 
particulars with anſwerable branches in our preſent Ez- 

oliſh Deliverance ? but becauſe that whole compariſon 

would be too large ; let us cull out one or two particu- 

lars and compare them. | 

1. The Authour of turning their Captivity was God, 
When the Lord turned, &C. 
And indeed he alone it is that maketh Warres to ceaſe Pal. 46.v.g.- 

unto the end of the earth, he breaketh the bow and cntteth the 

Sheare in ſunder, he burneth the ({harict in the fire, This 

God alone it was that did turn back our late ſtreames of 

bloud, who but he ( to ſpeake properly ) had a hand in 

the beginning of that turming ? For 1.Some amongſt us 

could net, 2.Others would not ſtop thoſe evils, 

1. The godly and: loyall-hearted: inferiour ſubjes; 

they could only mourne in ſecret, and ſometimes openly , 

when leave was granted, but what elſe had they power 

to doe in the depth of theſe commotions? If the foun- pry; r.y T 
dations be deſtroyed, what can the righteous doe ? Our os 
generall publique foundations are two. Rel:gion, Lawes, 

and both theſe (faith the Preamble to the Froteſtation ) 

Papiſts and others, did endeavour to undermine and fub- 

vert, Nay further, it was with us too well, like as 

with 7#d«h in the time of 1faiah. Saith he, Judgement 55 1i:.59,y 14. 
turned away backward, and juſtice ftandetb afarre off, truth: 

is fallen in the ſtreet, and equity cannot enter. Tea truth ver, 1» 
faueth, and he' that departeth from evill maketh himfelfe a- 

prey ( or Was accompted mad,) Therefore ſome could not. 
op the danger. 


C 3. 2.And 
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2, Andothers would not quench the fier ( ſuppoſing 
that they could have done it) but were /abrill [ncen- 
x King 13, aiaries ( as that Preamble calls them ) brands and billowes: 
V.10,1L, like Rehoboams young Counſzllers, which were all for 
preflures and ſeverity, Orelſe as thoſe falſe Prophets to 
1 King-22, King Avab, Goe up, goe up ani proſper, was their cry. 
v.6, 0 ” k Ho 
But bleſſed be that God which hath the hearts of Kings 
in his hand, and did gaide the heart of our Soveraigne ta 
hearken to that wiſer Counſell of his better Senators. 
Thus ſome could not, others would not ſtanch the bloud ; 
'tis the: Lord alone hath done it originally, If any one 
preſent be not throughly convinced of this, that this 
was the Lords ſpeciall worke, let him call to mind thoſe 
Marks of Gods finger in a Deliverance, which I have for- 
_ mentioned, and apply them. They were theſe in 
Ort. | 
YO - _T. When Deliverance commeth Suddenly in time of 
23-9-2* Extremity, this is aſigne of a divine finger. So was it 
| with David, when Saul and his men compaſſed David 
yYer.27- andhis menround about in the hill of Hach:lah. Bat there 
came a meſſenger unto Saul, ſaying, Haſte thee and come : 
for the Philiſtines have invaded the land. A ſtrange pro- 
vidence it was, that now when Saul had David (as it 
were) in aibagg, the Lord dii ſend Philitines, who 
were alſo Davids enemies, to pluck back Saw! by the 
ſterne as it were, and ſo to give freedome to the man after 
Gods own hearr. | 
2, When things are bronght about by Contrariety, 
' Unto the upright there ariſeth light in the dxrkueſſe, that is 
Plal,112v.4, the wonder [ iz the darkneſſe ] tor dawning to ariſe ont 
of darknefle, and then light out of that dawning it is 
naturall. For Spring to ſucceed Winter, and Summer to 
come after Spring, 2t is alſo naturall : But when high- 
0oxe (hall ſpring out of deepe midnight, and Mid-ſommer 
out of 11;id-Winter, this muſt needs be done by a div inc 
power : for Natura nihil agit per ſaltum, Natare in all 
| her workes doth proceed by degrees, In a word, When 
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the Wicked are taken in their owne pit, -(that is) inapitof Pal,7.15,16, _ 
their owne digging, ſo that themſelves doe not or can- 
not avoid their owne workes ; T tell you;this is the Lords 
doing, | , 
3 Wh en there is a Concurrence of many caſualties, and 
accidents together, Gods ſpeciall providence is chectely 
zene 1n ſucha caſe. i 
4. When there is a great working upon mans ſ-irits, as Ezra 1.y.z, 
it is aid of this Jewiſh Deliverance, that God ſtirred up the 
ſpirit of Cyrus | | 
5. When there is a ſmooth harmony of helpfull Cir- 
cumStances, as in Hamans fall and defeat, as 1. That the Eith.6.v «. 
King Ahaſpxerus ſhould be ſle=peleſſ- that night. 2, Next, 
that amor,g many other meanes cf paſling the time, he 
ſhould make choyce of hearing the Chroniches read unto 
him. 3. That in reading, they ſhould fall upon that ſto- Ver, 2, 
ry of Merdecaies good ſervice. 4. That the Kings Ver 3s 
thoughts ſhould pitch upon ſach a reward for him, to 
breake Hamans hopes and heart. 5, That Hanan ſhould ver,6,7, 
then come in, when the King was contriving how to 
honour Afordecai, 6, Yea, that he ſhonld be comming ver4. 
in with ſach an errand, to beg the hanging of the ſame 
Mordecai, This cenſort of Circamſtances doth declare 
cleerely a ſpeciall providence. | 
6, Aproportion of Puniſhment upon the enemies ef 
the truth. As that Hamav which would have banged 
Aforatcas, ſhould be payd in his owne coyne, and upon eq -.y.10 
his owne gallowes, That Ananias the ſmiter, Frould alſo At.33.2,3. 
be ſmitten, All theſe prints of a fpectall providence are 
very legible in our preſcut Detrverance, Therefore letus 
all conclude concerning this ER the Anthour ] 
e Leoras doing : Pla].118.y. 23, 
- is marvelous in apr eyes, © SO mach touching the Fr 
th:8r, oh att | N 
2, The Miſery, Captivity, ' . - | 
' But what is that he hath done? © Avfv, He hath tnr- 
ned our Captivity, Sod et: 
why 
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Queſt, 
Anſw, 


Jon,8.v,33- 


Queſt. 


Anſw. 


I, 


Why (you will ſay) we were never in bondage to 
any man ? 

So ſaid the ewes indeed, thongh at the ſame time they 
were T ributaries, nay, vaſſals ro Reme. Butto the point, 
There is a two-fold liberty. Religious and Civil, 

I, For the firſt, who is ignorant that the free prea- 
ching of pure Doftrines, the free exerciſe of power full 
praftice, have beene by ſome (they were neither few 
nor meanc ones-) hated, perſecuted, fupprefſed, Le&urcs 
deſtroyed, Sabbaths trampled, Worſhip innovated ; and 
what redreſſe was there to be had? and then, hall we Reli- 
gious liberty ? 

2. The other is Civif or Politique. The benefits of 
Lawes, freedome from illegall burdens upon perſons and 
goods, liberty to oppoſe ſuch impoſitions legally. And 
I appcale to your ſelves, what was beeome of this 
freedome too? He that will be ignorant let him be ig- 
norant, 

Thus have we paralleld the Author and the 25ery. It 


would be too large a taske ( asI fayd) to doe the like 


with the reſt of the particulars, I ſhall therefore now fall 
off into that method by which (1 conceive ) the choy- 
ſeſt branches of our preſent National Deliverance may be 
molt exaQly diſcovered. If you aske me then 

How may We obſerve and remember accurately the Wox- 
der full things done of late, and now doing for thu ſtill Beloved 
Iſleland ? 

I anſwer, we may gather a lyſt of the heads of them, by 
theſe two general! Rules or Helpes ; viz, 

Firſt, if we looke upou the Evills, which of late we felt 
and feared, and here we gather three ſorts, or branches of 
Mercy. I ſhallcallthem | 


I- Stoppage. 2. Removal. : Procention. 


| T. By Stoppage, ] I meanc,the ſtanching or ſtopping of 
Miſchiefes begun in {hurch and Stare, | 
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2. By Removall,]; The taking away of that evill which | 
aRually lay upon us, : 


3. And ; 
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 3- And by Prevention, ] 3 docunderſiand, the keeping 


or holding otf ( or-away ) of ſuch cvills as were approa- 
ching and imminent, Theſe particulars we gather by loo- 
king upon our evills, &'c. 

Secondly, if we looke (quite contrary) upon the good 
things that we have and hope for. Here we may fiſhout 
three other precious particulars ; and theſe I ſhallcall 

I. Continuance, 2. Additions, And 3. Probabilities. 

1. By (ontinuance ]| meane, the Continuing (even to 
this time) of thoſe mercies, which we yeclded (not long 
ſince)for loſt and deſperate. | 

3, By «Additions | I would fignific an increaſe, or a ca- 
ſting inof much more thea we had at beſt. 

3- And by Probabilities ] let us underftand our poſlibili- 
tics, hopes, and likelihoods, of future things, yet greater 


then thoſe additions. Theſe heads will appeare more cleat-. 


ly ,as we ſhall traat of them ſeverally, 


The Sroppaze of Miſchiefs that were begun 
amongſt us. 


He fire was kindled that had like to have devoured 
us all,the veines were opened by which we had like all 
to have bled our ſelves to death, and all this no langer 
fince then about a yeare agoc;Now for the Lord to quench 
that fire, and toſtanch that bloud(Brethre») I tell you this 


was no ordinary mercy. 


But you will aske me (perhaps) what fire, what veines 


 werethol& ? 


I will inſtance but in two. The one Civill, the other Ec» 
clefiaſticall. I meane,in State,in Church. 

I, The (vill Miſchiefe in State ſhall be, that blovdy, 
and more then Civillwar,which was not only come home 
to our doores, but had one foot over the threſhold. Two 
Armies of Brethren were in the field, ready to ſheath their 
ſwords inthe bowels of cach other, as thoſe twelve men 
of a fide before Feeband _ They caught every —— 
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ver 3. 


Judg,16.30. 


1 Sam,25,32» 
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Ver. 34s 


fellow by rhe bead, and thruit his ſword in his felowes fide, 
And all thu to plg,or to wake fort before ſome Abners our 
exemics, O what a diſmall ſight, or hearing was it (if we 
were ſenſible to ſee) SubjeR againſt SubjeR, ProteRant 


_ againſt Proteftant , yea Brother againſt Brother, ready to 


dig out the bowels of each other. We haveread the Hiſtory 
of Ifracls war againſt Beniamin, eleven Tribesagaint the 
twelfth, there the cauſe was very warrantable, and yet 


how fad is the ifſue > And the people came ro the houſe of 


the Lord, and abode there till Even before (God, and lift up 
their voyces, and Wept ſore, A »d ſaid, O Lord God of Iſrael, 
Why #4 thus come to paſſe in Iſrael, that there ſhould be ro day 
one tribe lacking in Iſrael ? But it would have been far nea- 
rer and ſadder,to have had one Kingdome lacking in three; 
yet I doe ſuppoſe the leaſt (and that which ſome men ac- 
counted the beſt) but what if that the Scor in falling 
ſhould have pe downe our Engliſh Fabricke too, 45 
Sampſon did the houſe #n the Philiftines ; ſo that both King- 
domes ſhonld bave clafted together? where then had we been? 
Let us conclude toucking this Sreppage of the war, and 
concerning the inſtruments thereof, as did David to Abi- 
gail; Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael which feut that mee= 


ring berwixt us at Rippen, and bleſſed be that advice,and bleſ> 
IG 


be theſe which kept U $ from ſhedding of innocent bloud, 


and from avenging our ſelves. With our oWne hand : For in 


deed as the Loyd God of Iſrael liveth, Which hath kept 
5 backe from hurting each other, except God had haſted, 
there might not have been left a remnant to beth King- 


domes, | þ 
2, Another Sroppage (in which T ſhall inftance) was of | 


a miſchicfe more- Ecclefiaftical, a ſpirituall wickedneſle. | 


:Suppoſe thofe new apparently illegal] Cannons, and that 


ſweeping oath had gone onwards, what had become of | 


exr moſt tender and conſcientious Miniſters by this time ? 
Yeremember the moneth and day, November the ſecord, 
one thouſand, fix hundrex and fourty. Doubtleſic it is a 
Meneth much to be'obſerred throughour ——_—_ for 

| | adouble 
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. adouble deliverance ; One from the _—_ Gun-poWdrr b 


. they call it) and therefore they conceive it too ſevere and 
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frea/on intended ”_ the Parliament, November the 5*. 
the other from this Convocation Oath provided for the 
Miniſters, November the 24, (I hope tis no ſchiſmener 
pamphlating to ſpeake of oar Dcliverances) Brethren, it 
might be a netable whetſtone to our thanksgiving, ſome- 
times te rcade over that Sixth Canon ef theirs,and to con- 
fider feriouſly of the heape ef penaltics there provided 
againſt the refuſcrs of the Oath. And I preſſe the more to: 
the conſideration of this point, becauſe 1t is a common and 
Cannel-argument or ſhift of the delinquent party, that 
there are but ſome members diſcaſed in our Church (as 


riged acure toalter the whole. What (faith one) though ©#7*#. 
ſometylcs of my houlc are looſe, ſhall I run preſently, and 
pull downe the whole ſtruure 2 What (faith another) 
though my Diamond hath a ſpet in it, ſhall I therefore 
beat 1t to pouder,or caſt it away ? 

For your Diamond,I anſiwer,true,if there be none other So/. 
but that ſpotted one to be had, I muſt make the beſt of that 
which cannet be exchanged ; but what if I may take my 
choiſe of two gems, of which one indeed is ſpotted, but 
the other not ſo, there, 1 thinke, you would account it 
both diſcretion, and good husbandry to refuſe the former 
for its ſpots. And for your leoſe tyles (why may notI 
ſuppoſe, as freely as your ſelfe whoſoever you are ? If I 
may, then) ſuppoſe in ſteadof leoſe tyles, that the houſe |, a 
beleprous, and that it hath been ſcraped round about, and © 
that they have pourcd out the duſt that they ſcraped off; 
ſuppoſe that they have taken other ſtenes, and have put 
them in the place of theſe ſtones which were infeted, ,...., 
and yet the plague comes Againe, and breaks ont in the houſe,  : 
then you knoW that the caſe ts altered, and What muſt become of "1.44459 
ſach a Fabricke ? So much for anſwer to thoſe eommon in- 
ſtances and trite ſimilitudes. And now to ſpeake home to 
the maine bulk of the ObjeRion, 'Tis pretended that there 
were but few perſons in — Church that were —_ 

2 me 


2 _ ue of Hope, alſo 


 ſomefew members diſeaſed, ſome few ſpots in the whole 
garment. For anſwer, I fay, let us looke upon the Ina-' 
Qors of that Oath, and thoſe Canons, doe they not all 
run fill in a plurall number ? yea in an univerfall ? is it 
not Fe, and Vs, the holy Synod, thu ſacred A embly,8c. 
throughout the whole beak 2? Well, I ſee ſome bodies 
Church may erre ; and therefore whatſoever the opinion 
of many may be in that point, yet in praiſe they have 
ſhewne themſelves ſo far Proteſtants. 

But to the point in hand,are not thcſs Sroppages(then) a 
grcat mercy ? what, when the bloud, ſpirits, and life, 
yea, the very heart-bloud and ſoule of a Kingdome were 
letting out, and that the whole was expiring, that then 

. thegood Phyſitian and Biſhop of our ſoules, bodics, and 
eftates ſhould ſtep in and ſcare up theſe bleeding veines? 
Oh let crery Parent leave this in writing for the poſteri- 
Fia.tozl?. ties of his unborne poſterity, and ſo the children that ſhall 
be borne ſhall praiſe the Lord, So much concerning Stop- 
Page. 


_—_ — 


2, Wecalled Removal, and this is more, 


Iſa 2.v.4- He ſWords are not onely ſheathed, but beaten into plow- 
ſheares, and the fpcares inte pruning hookes ; Nation 

ſhall not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they 

learne war any more. There isa vaſte diff:rence betwixt a 

truce anda peace ; the firſt cemmonly is conftrained, the 

latter (ordinarily) is frce and from within. We reade of a 

1 King.20.y.34 tr«ce betwixt King Ahab, and King Benhalad : The Cities 
which my father tooke from thy father, 1 Will reſtore (faith 
Benhadad, and hou ſhalt make fireets for thee in Damaſcus, 

a my father made in Samaria, Then ſaid Ahab, I will ſend 

thee AWay with this Covenant : But this bring 4 thing forced, 

was ſoone broken ; for ſhortly after Ahab goeth againſt Ra- 

Chap. 2 2, moth Gilead, and the King of Syria commands his ( aptaines 
Ver 31, not to fight againſt ſmall nor great, ſave only with the King 
of I/7ael : So firſt we hadapacification made neare Bar- 


wicke, 


ILY "2408 va p 


- cell did fit, O ſuppoſe that that war had gone forward 


awhilc and ſee the ſalvation of God, let us even looſe our 
7 ſelves inanunparallel'd wonder, Call to mind all your rea- 
* dings in Scripture, in Civill Hiſtories ; new and old, 
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wicke, but how ſoone was that diſſolved ? But now our 

peace (Bleſſed be the God of peace) is made upon mature 
delidcration, *tis a peace petit:zoned by 4n Army, but con. 

cluded by two mutnall National (onncels. Tt is the advice 

of that wiſe King, By wiſe counſell tho ſhalt make thy war, Proxy, y.6, 
and in the multitude of Connſellors there © ſafety. When war 

doth begin in counſc!], it is good, but when it ends in 

counſell it is farre better, See then what a double cvill we 

have cſ{caped in this point. 

Firſt,in that we went not to war before the great Coun- I, 


(as we were upon the brincke)ſuppoſe that thoſe Phactons 
had had their wils, that Rehoboams young Counſellors. 
had ſwayed the buſineſſe, that we had once imbrued our 
hands in Brothers bloud, and broken the bleſſ:d banks of 
peace, whither, whither, had that torrent of bloud (in 
all probability) hurred us and ours ? Or what could have 
beentthe Moderator and Reconciler ? Could Rcligion? 
that was pretended to be the hinge of the controverſie,the 
very ſtaff: about which they wiceſtled, Could Lawes? 1n- 
ter arma ſilent leges, they had been too low voiced to have 
drowned the neiſe of drammes and rrampers, Or could 
Counſell(as now)have made yp the breach ? what heart, 
what pauſe could there have been to thinke of them, when 
blow ſhould have followed ſo faſt after blow , and the 
neweſt warme bloud would ſtill have called for newer and 
warmer ? Thus it was no ſmall cvill removed in that 
=__ had not gone to watrre before that great Conn- 
fell, : 

Secondly, we have eſcaped another cvill, in that we K 
went not to war with Counſcll, for then we ſhould have 
raged in cold bloud,and upon mature deliberation, But we 
have now eſcaped both theſe, and all the war is concluded 
ina Parliamentary peace. Brethren, here let us ſtand ſtill Exod. 14.13, 


D 3 Grecke, 
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Grecke, Latine, Engliſh, were all theſe particulars ever 
read or heard to concurre in one bufinefle, fince the day 
that God created man upon the carth ? I fay, all theſc par- 
ticulars. 


on, was by that Siſter (I meane generally and publiquely) 
preached againſt, prayed again, proclaimed, diſclaimed, 
exclaimed againſt, throughout all their Churches ; And 
that, | 
Ss. Secondly, this Siſter Nation was with an Army in 
the field, skirmiſhed withall (even to bloud-ſhed) in the 
bowels of her Siſter Kingdome ; And yet, 
3 Thirdly (new marke the wonder) that this people fo 
called and uſed as traitors ſhould anon beſtiled and ena- 
Qed Our Brethren, by a Parliament, and that their faith- 
fulncſſc and conſtant loyalty ſhould be commanded(by the 
King and ſupreame Court of the Kingdome) to be pro- 
claimed in the ſame places, and by the ſame men, which 
before proclaimed them the worſt of enemies, and all this 
ſhut up in aday of publicke thanksgiving. 
q- 4. Nay, and (to make the wonder overflow)in a word, 
the greateſt ſticklers in this Commotion, thoſe which 
1 King, 22-11. like Zedekiah the ſonne of Chenaauah, did make themſelves 
hornes to puſh moſt at theſe ſuppoſed Syrians, they are caught 
Gen,23.,Y 13. by their owne bornes, like Abrahams ramme in the thicket, and 
: are now like to be ſacrificed in ſtead of Tſaack, I meanc, in 
in ſtead of the innocent party, Let me conclude this won- 
Iſa.64.vz> der with thoſe words x/ rk Prophet 1/aiah, taken in our 
ſence, When thoy didſt terrible things (O Lord) which we 
looked net for thou cameſt downe the mountaines flowed drwne 
Veteje at thy preſence. For ſince the beginning of the world, men 
have net heard, nor perceivedby the eare, neither hath the eye 
ſeen a God beſides thee, which doth ſo for hins that waiteth for 
him, And was not this a great Remoevall ? 
But I am toonarrow all this while, in ſtaying ſo long 
upon one(though a great )particular, There are many,ma- 


K Firſt, that ever any Nation living in the ſame continent, 
under the ame Monarch and Religion with a Siſter Nati- - 


of 


EW. 


OE OO TO, wy 


fe, 


Wa 


LESS. IN TDAR cane, ” CIV» - 
SS, NN CEC. 


"EE: 


OY TE 
* CRC X 
05 WAN onthe 05- < 


_ or Compariſon,many of them,I am ſure doe fall in proper- 


the river, inthe fight of Pharaoh, andin the ſight of hu ſer- 
bloud. And the fiſh that mas intheriver died, and the river ver.11, 
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ny,many evils removed from us. Brethren, I have thonght 
with my ſelfe(in this point) upon the plagues of Egypt, 
they were exceeding great you know,and very many ; bnt 
what if we can paralcll them all in both relpelty, in thoſe 
evils whichare already (in whole, or ina great part) rc- 
moved from us ? Give me leave to enter upon a Collation 


ly.My method in every particular of the Collation ſhall be 
this: + 
1, To ſct downe the Egyprian Plagne, 

2, The Engliſh Paralel. 

3. The Parliamentary Removall. 

But before hand take this my juſt Apology concerning 
this Collation, In the following enumeration of Grievan- 
ces, and in all other like paſſages of theſe Treatiſes, mine 
onely end and purpoſe is to magnific the Lords mercy, our 
Soveraignes goodneſſe , and the Parliaments noble ſervice, 
in freeing the Kingdome from theſe evils. The fault and 
guilt doth reſt wholly upon the Proiefors, Procarers, and 
Execationers, and that offence is ſo much the more hai- 
nous in them, becauſe they have misinformed ſo gracious 
a Soveraigne, and have abuſed: thoſe grants to the oppre(- 
fien of the Szbiefts, whieh his Maeſty did rouchſafe un- 
der the notion of publicke benefits, and did apprehend as 
commodities to his people; and therefore TI conclude mine 
Apology with ſome of thoſe words of King Solomon to 
Shines, Therefore the Lord ſhallreturne their wickedneſſe up- 1 King.s cap. - 
on their owne heads, and King Charles ſhall be bleffed, and V:44445 
the Throne of his Father thall be eſtabliſhed before the 
on forever. Andin this ſence I proceed to the Pare 

1. Thefirſt plague in Egypt was the turning of their I. 
waters into bloud. | | 
eAaron didlift up his red and ſmote the Waters that were 3y B=50d.7.v.20, 


wants, and all the waters that weve in the river were turned ttts 


fanke, 


CO EPR 
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the river, and there Was bleod throughout all the Land of 


I find in Scripture two ſorts of them which are emi- 


24 
Ao ftuncke, and the /Egyptians could not arinke of the Water of 
e/E0)Pt. 
9h. Now what are the waters of a Kingdome ? 
Anſw, 


Ezc.47-v-1.2 
- Vc, 


Mat. 7 4V,9+ 


vcr, I, 


Amos 5,24. 


Amos 6,v,1 2s» 


 Pſal.114.v.3- 


nent. 
1. There are the Waters of the Sanituary, which are 
the Miniſtry and preaching ef the word, theſe are the 


Eecleſiaſticall waters. And alas, how were thoſe tur- 
ned into blood, throughout the Land ? Inſtead of clean- 
ſing ( which is one ufe of waters ) they did defile and *: 
pollute. For Popery, eArminiani/ze, Antiſabbatarianiſme, | 


&c, they were the riſing Dodrines generally vented in 


your golden Pulpits. And inſtcad of refre/hing and quick © 
ning too ( for thats another uſe of waters ) they didin 7 
- many .places gricve the hearts of the righteous, How z 


cemmon a practice was it to preach downe preaching, 
and to joſtle out praying with prayers? When poore 
ſoules asked or came to the Church for bread, lo, a fone 
was given unto them, nay, calt at their heads: if they 
asked for ffs, the waters were turned inte blood, the 
fiſh was dead,and inſtead thereof roo many Miniſters gave 
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them a Scorpion, like unnaturall ({pirituall)parents as they | 


were, Thus were the ſpirituall waters turned, 


2, There arc Civil Waters of Judgement in a Kingdome ſ 
too. Let indgement runne downe 45 Waters, and righteouſ. | 


neſſe as a mighty ſtreame, But alas againe, how were ® 
theſe alſo turned into gall and hemlock, yea, into blood in | 
diverſe caſes and places? the potion it ſelfe became a | 


Lor Hors unto many : for theſe very waters of our Lawes, | 
which were enacted to purge away the wicked like # 
drofſe, and to refreſh and releeve all loyall ſubjeas, theſe | 


ſtreames (like Jordan ) Were driven backward, upon the | 


free, holy, loyall ſpirits of the Kingdome, and our owne 


Ordinances were turned upon us, This was ours Paralell | 


to the firſt of Egyprs Plagues, 
- 3, But now = 


ſome 


old the Rewoveal of this alrcaly in F 
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ſome comfortable meaſure, Pure doarine is againe let 
looſe, yea truth inſteed of falling in the ſtreets,now lif- 
teth up her voyce in the places of concourſe, andequity 
can alſo enter. Unſound dofrines are ſuſpended, and 
extra- judiciall opinions are now judged themſelves, 
Redidita Roma fibi eſt, England doth once more (at preſent) 
enjoy her Engliſh proteſtaniſmeand priviledges. 
The ſecond e/£gyptian plague was the Frogs. 

An4 the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, [ay unto Aaron, ſtretch 
forth thine hand With w rod over the ſlreames, over the 
rivers, and over the ponds, and cauſe frogs to come #p upon 
the Land of Egypt. And Aaron ſtretched out hi hand over 
the Waters of Egypt ,and the frogs came up and covered the land 
of Egypt. 

2. Theſe Frogs I conceive may fitly (nay muſt ) be 
paralleld in the multitudes of Fryars and Priclts amongſt 
us, : croking and crawling up (like their Frogs ) into 
houſes and bed-chambers. They ſhall come up into thine 
houſe, and into thy bed-chamber, and upon thy bed, and into 
the houſe of thy ſervants, and mpon thy people, and into thine 
Ovens, andinto thy kneeding troughs. And have not theſe 
croking crawlers ( of late eſpecially ) come up from all 
the foure Seas or channells of this 7ſard ? have they not 
(in a ſence) almoſt covered the Land, going like the 
Divell in the carth, 790 axd fro in the N ation, and Wal- Job _v.7. 
king up and downe in it ? Nay, have they not gone openly 
(for along time) in the ſtrectes of the Metropolis of this 
Kingdome, like the ſhameleſſe Harlot in the Proverbs, 
eA Woman of whoriſh attire, and ſubtill of heart, ſhe 8 lawd pg yy 10,11 
and ſtubborne, her feet abide not her houſe, Now #« flue 2, 
withou!, now in the ſtreets, and lyeth in Waite at every corner, 
And the Reaſon or ground of her boldneſſe followeth, 

Foy that the good man ts not at home, he 14 gone 4 long tour= ver 1g,10, 
ney,8&c, So Parliaments are long in comming, and 
when they came they made but little ſtay, Yea once 
more, have not theſe Frogs walked in thoſe ſtreetes more 
ſecurely by farrce, and freer from Meſſengers, then thoſe 
le E. Conſcicncious 


I. 
Exod.$,y.6, 


ver 7, 


VEr.2, 


4 Doore of Hope,, alſo 


Conſcientious painefull Miniſters which have ſcrupled 
me Ceremonyes, in their owne natures indiff:rent? 
Bretheren, I appeale to your owne ingenuity and knows 
ledge; touching the multitudes of thoſe Frogs, 

- 3, But now' (concerning their Removal, ) bleſſed 
be the God of truth, there hath beene already ſome order 
taken by Proclamation for their expulſion, and they are 
devcted tobaniſhment, The good Lord finiſh this work, 
that it may be done to them that was tothole Frogs in 
e/E£yypt, Saith Moſes, The frogs ſhall depart from thee, and 
from thy houſes, and from thy ſervauts, and from thy people, 
they ſhall remaine in the river only, 

The third and fourth plagues, being Lice and Flies, 
T ſhall joyne together, 
. Asthey arc joyned, P/a.105.v.31, He Fake and there 
came diverſe ſorts of flies: and lice in all their coaſts, Of 
the latter ſort, the plague of Lice, ſee Exod.8, v.16,17, 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, ſay unto Aaron, ftretch 
out thy rod and ſmite the duſt of the Land, that it may be- 
come Lice throughout all the Land of Egypt, . And the did 
ſo: for Aaron Hretched out his hand With hitrod, and [mote 


the duſt of theearth, and it became tice, in man and in beaſt, | 
all the duſt of rhe land throughout all the land of Egypt, Of | 


the former ( viz.) Swarmes of Flies, ſee Exod.8,1.,21,24. 
Behold, I Will ſend fwarmes of flies upon thee, and upon thy 


ſervants, and upon thy people, and into thy houſes : and the 


honſes of the Egyptians ſpall be full of ſwarmes of flies,&c. 
Catvinreads Examer , and indeed both forts of them are 
baggage vermine alike. | 

The Engliſh Paralell of theſe may be all our Prozefors 
and Aoxopoliſts in the ſecular State, and inthe Ecclc- 
fiaſticall, all thoſe Yexatious hang-byes and exatting wn- 
derlings of that Court of Commiſſioners ſupprefied by the 
late Statute as inſuffcrable oppreflors, All theſe Cinill 
and Spirienall wickedneſſes, dhow did they of late plague 
the fonles, bodycs, ard goods of the whole Kingdome? 
The Paralcll betwixt them and thele e/Egyprian — 

—_— | 0 
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doth hold in diverſe reſpects, as E F 4 
Firſt, in. reſpec of their Edu&on ar Generation, the gg 
Lice were begetten out of the duſt. Stretch owe thy rod Exo.8.416; 
and ſmite the duſt of the land that it may become lice thr 
our elbtheland,&c. And werenot thefe unlawfull Pro- 
ieGors and Adiropobfts (for the generall,.) Animalia ax 
prutrida materia ſolu calore, &c. obſcure heads, and vile 
perſans, raiſed aut of the duſt ? and this made that opre(- 
ſion ſo much the more 1ntollerable : for there is no o 
preſſor to a begger, if once he can' get onhorſe-back to 
oppteſſe.  Nihil deterins eff imperante ſervo, Nay, 'tis 
Scripture, A poore man that oppreſſeth the poore i like a Prov. a8.y.z. 
ſweeping raine Which leaveth no food, What. cruclty men- 
tioned inthe Goſpell was like his which ought more then 
he was worth? He rakes hu fellow by the throat, would Mt 18 v.28, 
have no pitty on him,Gue caſt him inro priſon,&c. " 
Secondly, the likenefſe holds in regard of their 2ſu/- 2 
titudes, It became lice in man and in Lat all the duſ# of Exod.8,17, 
the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt, And *** 
againe, 1 Will ſend fwarmes of flyes upon thee, and upon th 
ſervants, and upon thy people, and into thy houſes, and t 
khonſes of the Egyptians ſhall be fill of ſwarmes of flies, aud 
alſo the ground Whereon they are, The Margent faith, 
A mixine of noyſome beaſts, Brethren, and did not our 
caſe fall pat with theirs in this ? what corner, what con- 
dition, yea whatcommodity almoſt inthe land was not 


the Alphabet of Mdonopotyes which we might here rec- 

kon up, yea rather, an Alphatericall Index, there being 

diverſe particulars belonging to one letter, and ſo in fe- 

yerall letters ofthe foure and twenty. What ſhall I ſay ? 

our meats, our drinks, our cloathings, our extraordina- 

ryes, -our neceſſaryes, were all annoyed by theſe /ceand 

flies. Nay, onething more, as in Zgypr, the ground alſo Exod.s.y.u1; 
Was full of then, and. the land Was corrupted by reaſon of the ver 24» 
fmrarmes of flies : So 'tis oblcrveable with us, that thoſe 

illegall taxes projeRed by ſome, did deſtroy the very 
; E 2 | 


land. 


A Doore of Hope, alſo. 


— 
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Land. I meanc they reache beyond houſes and ſhops, c- 
ven to hnsbandry,and to the beaſts of the field, 

And now ſee the removallof all theſe in a very bleſſed 
degree. J ' 


1, How many onopolies were caſt downe by thoſe | 
firſt Proclamations,and allthe reſt (faving Juſtice a labour) 


arctottercd afterof their own accord. 
2.$hip-mony is damn'd(as they call it)þy one Act of Tar» 
l:ament, | 
3. Andvexatious Knight-hood by another. | 
4. Beſides, that againit fannry Incroachments, and for 
the certainty of Forreſts,which(though divers) I doe put 
them together, , | 
- 5. And finally (leaſt the Hidras heads ſhould fpring a- 
gain) for prevention of a returne or relapfe, behold that 
great and gracious Statute ofa 7 rienniall Parliament, to- 
gether with another for continuance of this preſent ; of 
which more hercafter, O that men Would (therfore) praiſe 
the Lord fir hu gooancſſe, and fir his Wonder full Workes to the 
children of men, ; 
The fifth Plague in «/£yypr was the Mnrraine of Beaſts. 
Behold the hand of the Lord #4 upon thy Cattell Which is in 
the field, upon the Horſes, upon the A ſſer,upon the Camels yp- 


0 the O xen and upon the Sheepe, there ſhall be a very grievous 
Aarrain, And the Lord did that thing on the morrow,&c.This 


was an heavy plague,though, only upon Beaſts. 

But we have felt a kinde of Mmrraineupon men, in our 
unproſperous expeditions of late,yca and a kind of 1/wrrair 
and rot of ſoples too, by our late(yct too long)darknes and 
obſcurity : but 1 paſſe over this to another place, <, 

The Removall of beth theſe (bleſſed be God) is begun; 

The (ixth Plague was Boy/s and Blains. 

Andihe Lord ſaid nnto Niokes andunto Aaron, T ake to you 
hanafutls of Aſhes of the furnace, &c. And it ſhall becon e [mall 
duſt in all the Land of Kgypt, and ſtall be a Boyle breaking 

forth With B lgins, upon max and upon” beaft throughout alb-the 
Land of Egypt, &c. | we 
- Let 
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. Letcurlate,late Epidemicall boyle of Anti- ſabbatar ianiſme 
be the paralell, (to ſpeak asa Divine) Not only the profane 
ſports of men, but the groanes and yes of. poore beaſts, 
travclling for the profits and pleaſures of. their owners 
upon that day, can: witneſſe-the ſpreading of this ſoare, 
whether it hath not bin. a Boy/e breaking forth with 
blains upon man and upon beaſt. Oh how have their 
May-poles and Church-ales, their Moriſh-dances, and 
Trojan-horſes, how have they grieved theſtriqeſt, -profu- 
ned the middle- fort, and brutifhed the:leoſer kind of peo- 
ple? Well did they know that the Sabbath was the very 
imeale-time in which our ſpirituall food was ſerved .in unto 
us. Yea, and that they might make a two-edged ſword 
of it, it was not thought ſufficient that the people ſhould 
heare, but the Miniſter, eſpecially if conſcientious, mult 
be the man to reade the Declaration which they had got- 
ten. Theſeareour Boyls and Blains indeed, and 1 hope 
that to every tender ſoule they are grievous. 

But ſee now ſome kind of Removall of this death alſo, 
1. Firſt, there is an Order for the obſervation of the: Sab- 
bath-day. EAI ID 7 
2. And in this laſt Declaration of the Commons for the 
taking downe of Scand.lous Images and Pittares,&c,there 
is a ſecond Order, that the Lords day hall be duly obſerved 
and ſanttified, 1hus theſe Poyles and Bans alſo do begin 
tabe cured, | | - 
The ſeventh Plague in e-£gypr was that of Haile. 
Behold to marrow about this time 7 Will canſe it to raine 4 
very grievous Haile, ach 4s hath not bin in Xgypt ſince the 
foundation thereof, even unill now, &c, And again, Hee 
gave them Haile for raine and flaming fite in-their Lana, hee 
{mote their vines alſo and their fig-trees, and brake the trees of 
their coaſts, = | 
But now what evill can we find amongſt ns, that is ter- 
rible enough to paralell this grievous thundering, fiery hail- 


1 /forme,fo generally mortall to-man, beaſts andherbs? Surely 
- we might long ſince have ſpoken it truiy,but now(l hope) 
2 we . 
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we may fafely ſpeak- it too, thoſe two arbitrary Canrts, 
one ({4vil,the other Ecclefafticall,l meane, the Stare cham || 
ber and High-Commſſion, they are both taken away as * 
grievances and abuſes.” You know that 'they were like * 
thoſe treaſures of Haile mentioned'in the booke of Fob: for- |; 
they werearmedat all times withſtones of all ſizes, ready | 
tobe ſhewred downe upon perſons of all degrees to their 
utter breaking in pieces. An Arbitrary government (in 
my young judgement) ſcems to include in it both <Le:r- 
and 7 74msy in Church and Common-wealth; in the | 
firſt it is noleſſe thana Spaniſh Tquiſition, 1n the latter lit- 


WEE x, 35H 


tle better then the Iſuſcovian Soveraignty,in twolillables, 


Pope and Twrke, All 1/aclsbondage in eEgypr, which to 
them was (I conceive) as direfull, as were all thofe fore- | 
mentioned ſeven Plagnes put together, yet, I fay, all that 
durance was but the ſuff:rance uhder-a mecre 4rbitrary ge- 
vernour. View their caſe, 1. What oppreſſion under : 
Taske-maſters, They did ſet over them T aih-matiters to af+ | 
flift them With their burdens ; and they built fir Pharaoh trea- | 
ſare Cities, Pithom andRaamſes, Yea their ſerving under * 
rigour, ſo that they made their lives bitter With hard bondage, \ 
in morter and in bricke, and in all manner of ſervice inthe fi:ld, © | 
&Cc, 2, Nay, that bloudy ſtratagem in working with the ' 
Mid- wives. 3. And finally that higheſt degree, the pub» j 
like command for open drowning: of all their Males. All | 
this, and the reſt of their durance did ſpring from hence, * 
that they had no Laws, Charters, Prizileages of their own, | 
but lay at the mercy of an Arbitrary governor,this was the | « 
Plague of plagnes to 1/racl. | 
- But now behold the mercy of eur God,and the goodnes | 
of cur Soveraigne, thefetwotreaſuries of Haile are utter- || 6 
ly rifled and ſuppreſſed by two expreſle, diſtin, full, gra- } a 
tions Acts of the preſent Parliament, fo that the places of - 
ti 
N 


them ſhall know them no more, Bleſſing and praiſe be toour 

God for ever, 7 

| Theeighth Plague was the Locuſts, | 

Behold, to morrow I Will bring the Locuſts intathy w_ | 
A. 


d 


' thy houſes, and the howſes 
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Andthey fadll cover the face.of the earth, «-{ndrthey ſhall 
_— £ % thy ſervants, —_ (no | 


of all the Egyptians. And Moſes ſtretched forth bu rod over. 
the land of Kgypt,&c, And the Locuſts Went up over all the 


land of Kgypt. 


The paraldll of this Plague amongſt us is made to our. 


Vcr.5. 

vcr. 6, 
VCTr.1 $. 
VI, 14, 


2, 


hands by Scripture it {clfe, Rev.g, There we reade of Lo- Rev.9.v.z, 


cuſts upon the earth that came np ont of the ſmoke of rhe bot= 
romleſſe pit, and unto then Was given power a the [corpians 
of the Earth have power , that they ſhould hurt ontly theſe 
men Which have not the ſenle of God 1n their fore-heads, cc. 
Theſe Locwſts are by Interpreters (eſpecially Moderne) 
conceived tobe the whol breod of Jcluites,and indeed all 
the markes of the Locuſts there tct downe, doe very 
properly agree unto thoſe late ſwarmes of helliſh Proſe. 
itzs, For, : 

I. Firſt, the Zecnſts are ſaid tobe like unto Horſes pre- 
pared unto battell : forthe Jeluites they are the Popes, yea 
Satans cavellcry, *. p 

2, Next, on their heads Were as it Were crownes like gold: 
and we know that theſe Rom1ſh Locxſfts they are the great 
crowne-mongers and Scepter-merchants, - to buy, ſell and 
barter,both Kings and Kingdcmes through all the Chriſti- 
an world, int} 36 | 

3-. Againe, T heir faces Were as the faces of men, they had 
haire as the haire of Women, aid their teeth Were as the teeth of 
Lyons : All theſe particulars are matched by the cunning - 
complacency, inſinuations, and (in fine) deſtructive con- 
cluſtons and upſhots of Jeſuiticall emiflaries, 

4. Laſtly, to the ſame purpoſe we might adde, Their 
breſt-plares of yron, noting their ſerpentine defefive craft 
and power; their ſwiftnefſe and noyſe upon the Wing , 
ſhewing their compaſſing of Sea and Land to make one 


Ver, 4. 


ver.7. 


ver. 7, 


ver,s, 


ver »9 I 


Profelyte. And finally, Their miles like Scorpions, intima- Mat. 23. v.15. - 


ting what aſting they leave behind them, and what bitter- 
ncs in the latter end, 
| The Multitades of theſe worſt of Papiſts have bin very 


great 


Ver. ho. 
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Ex.10.19, 


great amongſt us of late, yea *twas conceived by ſome of 
judgement and conſcience, that in our Metropolis there 
were more of theſe Locuſts (I meane of Jeſuites) at. one. 


time, then there were Proteſtant Miniſters of all ſorts .in: 


that City. Sure I am that 'the preamble before our late 


made ProteFtation doth much complaine of their preſent - © 
indeavours,fo undermine our Religion, and to ſubvert the fin 


damentall laws of this Kingdome. 
But now for the removall of theſe, we know, that they 


have had a day of departure ſet them already, and many of y 


them (it is hoped) are gone. Letus pray that the Lord 
would dcale with thoſe that remaine, as he did with theſe 
Egyptian Locuſts, That he Would turne a mighty ſtrong 
Winae, and caſt them into the Sea, ſo that there might not 


Amen. 
Theninth Plague was palpable D arkyeſſe. | 

eAnd Moſes ſtretched forth hut hand toward Heaven, aud 
there Was a thick darknes in all the Land of Egypt three dates, 
they [aw not one another,neither roſe any from hu place for three 
dayes, ec, £1 . 

Brethren, to match this, what think yee of the 
groſſe ſuppreſſing of light in this Kingdome of late, and: 
the many meanes that have bin uſed both to drive, and to 
keep cut knowledge? Let me ſhew you but ſome ſteps and 
degrees of this darknes, 

x. Firſt, our weckly Lefwres, and all meere LeAnrers 

were ſuppreſſing or ſuppreſſed already, in ſome Dioces 


they were wholy put down ; in others, partly, beſides that | 


theſctting up of more was either denied or ſupplanted. 


Yea in thoſe places where the enemies of light had not the # 


face or power utterly to ſuppreſſe Lewres, yet there they 
woulJ quarter them, yea doubly and triply quarter them, 
fonre, eight, twelve men in ſome Townes were appoin- 
ted for one weekly exerciſe, that ſo it might become like: 


remaine one Locuſt in all the coaſts of England. Amen, : 


that web of Pexe/ope, that one man mightuntwiſt that the: 3 
other did ſpin ; or at leaſt that the multitude of Cookes | 


might 
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might marre the potrage, No, no, this ſort of lights was 
too bright and blazing for thoſe enemies to {uff'r them, 
they were as wandring Planets or Comets rather, and did 
3s they thought caſt a dangercus influence upon their 
Tribe, andtherefore they muſt be extinguiſhed, Hence 
the very name of Le&urer was become (to ſome Church- 
men) both ridiculous and odious, Yea,as theſe many Pe- 
titioners (againſt Zpiſtopacy) from Ireland doc complain 
in that Kingdome,the Prictts and Fryers were both gueſts 
and neighbours to ſome of their grand Church-men, when 
a poore Lecturer could not be ſuffered to live, nay, durft 
ſcarce be ſeen amongſt them, - Y ca further,it was grown 
a maxime amongſt your great Clearks (great in Benefices 
I meane) that a Le&urer had no footing in the Church of 
England, and this maxime perhaps ſhortly ſhould have bin 
made a Canon too but aſtrange poſition (me thinks) it is, 
that one which hath bin called to the Miniſtry, ordained 
by themſelves, and is commanded by the Lord, yea by his 
Ordinary, to preach the GoFpell, which he doth (ſuppoſe) 
ably, faithfully and fruitfully, that yet this man (ould 
haveno footing inthe Church of Zxgland ? This makes 
me to wonder farther what a Church of England theſe 
Rabbies would make; ſuch a Church (it ſeems} it mult be 
as doth exclude and diſmember thoſe Miniſters which-are 
too very Preachers, Ina word, you know Brethren (if 
you know any thing) how this ſe& of men (as they ac- 
counted them) were every where ſpoken againſt as the 
tronblers of 1/rael, How many of them are driven away 
into the wildernefſe of America ? Others were fo faſt im» 
priſoned that they could not obtaine the liberty of a ba» 
niſhment, and other-ſome filenced, ſuſpended, deprived 
by companies. And leaſt after thoſe undoing cenſures they 
ſhould ſhelter themſelves and maintaine their poore fami- 
lies by ſome other liberall faculty, they were way layd by 
theſe Canons which did enjoyne tothe very School-maſlt- 
ers,the ſame ſubſcription as to Miniſters. Let me conclude 
touching this ſort of men and _ former condition —_ 
| cially, 


A Doore of Hope, alſo 


ur Cor.4.13, 


cially. We are made (by them ) 45 the filth of the World, and. | 
as the off- ſcouring of all things unto this day, Thus this | 


fort of light was ecclipſed. But thoſe were accounted 
wandring Plancts (as I ſaid) and ſuch as had no foo-. |. 


ting. 


and to have footing in their Church of Englava, and yet c- 
ven theſe (eſpecially if painfull and ion) could 
not have footing in their owne Pulpits upon the weeke- 
dayes, nor in the after-noone of the Sabbath, Nay, they 
were in ſone whole Counties forbidden then to catcchize, 


fave onely in the bare words of that Chilay/ Catechiſme , 


they durit not goe an inch out of their truckle, Here ] 


2, Letus looke next upon beneficed Miniſters, theſc are h 
acknowledged(by the great Extinguiſiers) to be fixed Stars, | 


might adde the many cunning inventions and-eruell preſ- > 
fings of multitudes of Innovations, eſpecially in matter of * 


worlhip, Tables were Altared, Crucifixes erefted, bowings 
+ntrodxced, and many other ſcandalous, ridiculous and bur. 
denſome ations and yu impoſed, andall theſe were 
uſed, but as fo many fanns or rinſives, to boult out theten- 


der-hearted, Orthodox and a&ive Clergy,that they might - 
beblowne offas chafle in every Dioces. Thus both oue © 


Plancts and fixed Starrs were darkned.. 


But now was there no other kindor means of light be- - 
ſides thoſe two which the people might: procure to guide - © 


their feet into the wayes of grace and peace ? 


3. Yes, there was another,a third Kind or means, it was 
the Caxdle-light of Oxthodox and holy Bookes, theſe might ' 
have ſupplied in ſome meaſure the want of both the for-: | 
mer. Andtherfore the grand Extinguifters, were-well e- _ 


nough aware cf this alſo,and do take a compleat courſe for |. 
prevention, The fprings and fountainsof godly Treatiſes | 
they knew to be of two ſorts, ſome were penned within | 
the Kingdoms, and to meet with theſe, an Order is pro- | 
cured from Starr-chamber,that they muſt all come through * 


the hands of their Creatures, Other (ſuch) books might 


be brought in from other countries, and therefore in the ® 
lame. þ 
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4 '} Qmeorder-it is provided, that all forraigne books likewiſe muſt 
' & paſſeunderthe ſelfe ſame Cerſors, and all this, leaſt thoſe poore 
1 # . conſcientious ſouls (which they call Mechanical and Puritani- 
| 2? call Vulgars) ſhould get ſo muchas /amp-light to guide them- 
£ ſelves,and to diſcover their miſ-Jeaders. Thus had theſe men 
' like thoſe Gileaarresat 69" taken all the chicfe paſſages of Jud 12 5. 
- //: knowledge, ſothat whatſocyer man or paper, book or Minift= ver.16. 
»  erhad not pronounced their $hibbo/erh aright, he ſhould have 
* bincruſhed, or ſuppreſſed in the birth. 
4. Yeahigheryet, becauſe fome Paritanicall Miniſters (I 
ſpeake in their DialeA)had an art of preaching and peſtring in 
their very prayers, before and after Sermon ; therefore acourſe 
* is taken, that they muſt confine themſelves in the Tulpit before 
7 Sermon, to.a certaine Canoxicall Sceleton, that *is layd downe 
/ inoneof their illegall Canons,in which (me thinkes) the Mi- 
niſter doth profer and promiſe the people fairly concerning 
prayer, but is hardly fo good as his word to the end,and after 
Sermon they concluded with certain Colle&s at the Comma- 
; nion Table. | 
* +5. Nay once more, to ſhew you the Superlative depth and 
blacknes of this darknes, ſome have bin forbidden and checkt(if 
not P—_ for uſing of conceived prayer in their Familics, 
and becauſe they did not there bind themſelvs to the Common 
prayer book only. Judge ye Brethren, whether we were not a- 
vout tobe ſhut up under darknes as bad as £gypriar. DidI fay 
as bad ? nay ours was worlſc in a double reſpe&R, 
1. Firſt, Egyprs darknes was Corporall and Outward, but Eng- 
| | Lands was Spiritualland Mentall, which is an immediate and 
- certainfore-runner of darkzes eternall, It is a people of 9 under- 
' ftanding,therfore he that made them Will not have mercy on them,and 
he that formed them Will fhew them no pitty. ? 
) 2. eEgypts was not Univerſall,for all the children of Tiracl had 
| light intheir dwellings, | | 
06. So we had r ol Goſhen too among us (may ſome ſay)in 
* the worſtof thoſe times, ſome Dioces,fome Church-men were 
2 notſobadas thereſt? 
 } An, Brethren,there is a kind of method even in the ſctting of 
 # theSun,it is darkat Norwich and Londenand there ay 
| F 2 ors 
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fore it isnight at Sarum, Exon and Launceſton ; becauſe thoſe | 
former Countics are more Eſterly ; but the fame blacke cloud | 
was comming apace over all the reſt,- thoagh- they were not | 


wholy and aRyally over-whelmed, The month, nay the very 


I, 


Exod. 13.29, 


Ver. 30, 


a 
ng] 


Exod, 12.v.29. 


day was ft, fora generall Ecclipſe, yea for an extirpation of | 
all thoſe lights in the Land which (ſhould have ſtucke at that 
horrid Oath, I 9vember the ſecond, laſt yeare, one thouſand © 
fix bundred and fourty,then, then was the time when the great 
Carefue-bell ſhould have bun rung out for covering of fires, and © 
putting out of Candles, in every County, Gity, Towne and \ 
Pariſh threyghout the Kingdome. . Thus. was our plague of - 
D arkzes,the worlt indeed of all the nine, - 

And yet the Removall or Remedy of this alfo,do our eyes be- | 
hold;for there is an Order now come from the Houſe of Come 
mons,both for ſetting up of Weekly Lettures by the Pariſhoners, | 
and forafter-noon preaching where there 1s none;fo that, if we ! 
will, light may now ſhine oat of darknes, and that fo brightly, 
that the darknes may not be able to comprehend it. 

The 10'Þ and laſt was, that Death of their Firit-borx. 

And it came to paſſe that at mid-night the Lord ſmore all the Firſt. 
borne in the Land of Kgypt, from the Firſt-borne of Pharaoh that 
fate on his throne, unto the firſt<borne of the C aptive that Was in the: \ 
Dungeon, and all the firſt- borne of Cattell, . 

 ThisI muſt Paralel] with our late troubles in the North, with 
that warre againſt our Rrethren of Scotland, True, there is a: - 
difference in this, that in </£gypr there was not an houſe in-: 
which there was not one dead by that plague; in England and 
Scotland, not many have dyed by this warre, But for that dif.. 
ference, bleſſed be the over-ruling hand of our good God, no- | 
thanketo thoſe Incenduaries,for could they have obtained their © 
purpoſe, *tis more then probable, that the death of one of every |. 
hotfe (in this Iſland) would not have ſerved the tern, but ra-. © 
ther that there would ſcarcely have bin one of an houſe left a : 
vein many Families of the two Kingdoms. Therefore thats 
no great ditterence, : Bat the Paralcll doth hold in divers re- : 
lpeds, as, iÞ 

1, Firſt, that «#gypts plague was at midnight ; ſo ithis warr © 


was o contrived, as to come upon us in the depth of our palpa- 
45 ble} 
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ble «/Egyprian darkneſle, of which before, Firſt, the eye of 
knowledge ſhould have bin put'out amongſt 'us, and then 
Sampſon-lke, we had bin fit to grind in their Mill, or ra- 
ther (as he ) to have pulled downe the houſe upon our owne 
heads. | 
'2, In «Egypt, that plague was the laſt of the tenne, yea, . 
it was ah immediate cauſe and fore-runner of 1/racls flew: 
dome and Deliverance from their intollerable taske maſters, 


He [mote alſo all the firſt-borne in thela nd; the chiefe of all their p; 


ſtrength, And then immediately, he browght them forth With 
filver and gold, and there Was not one feeble perſon among their 
tribes, : | | 

3. So, it is our hop2 Bretheren (for Remvall ) that the 
good God will make that Northerne warre, the concluſion 
of all theſe our plagues, yea and an occaſion or cauſe ef our 
greater ſtrengthning and enrichinent, We ſee that chrre 15 ſome 
meate come out of the cater, and out of the ſtrong there 75 come ſome 
{weetneſſealready. PerteR thou 6 Lord the thing which thou 
hait begunne amongſt us. So much touching Removal. 


The third branch of Deliverance (which we gather by 
looking upon our evills felt or feared ) it'was called 
Prevention. : 


' Tt is a great mercy to a ſick man to have the paine and pe- 
rill of his diſeaſe ſtopped, it isa greater, to haye his malady 
quite Removed, but for a perſon to be kept and preſerved 
{ife from all touch of a diſcaſe that wasneerc him, to bebleſ- 
ſed with a Prevention of the plague that was next doore, 
this isa mercy above many. And therefore this third branch 
is both higher and greater then both the former; and yet it 
is lefſe valued generally then either of thoſe, For thoſe pla- 
gues which are Stopped or Removed from a Nation, they 
were preſent and aftuall : but that miſchicferwhich is pre- 
veated and kept cff, is at moſt ( in reſpe&t of onr appre- 
henfion ) but a poſſible and future evill, and therefore we 
are lefſe ſcnſible of this ( though greater) evill, In ſhort, 
that bitternefſs which we have felt, we know by ſence to 
bc bitter, whereas much more, being eſcaped by us, becaiſe 
mo ET +a cleaped 
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eſcaped may ſceme lefſe. Hence it is that the Lord doth 
looſe much prayſc and glory for this ſort of mercy. Nabal 
( we know ) did returne but little thanks, and lefſe requi- 
tall to David for the ſafe guarding of his Shepheards in Car- 
mel; the reaſon was, becauſe the good done to him by Da- 
vid, was a Prevention, he did preſerve the men, and flocks 
from danger, fo that the churle felt no evill, and therefore 
did value the curtiſfic as nothing : So is it twixt us and God, 
wegive him little prayſc for great mercy, if it be beſtow- 
ed upon us in a Prevextion, whereas ſhould the Lord have 
ſoff:red thoſe cvills (now prevented ) to have come upon 
us in part, and then had taken them oft againe, we ſhould have 
given him greater prayſe for a leſſer favour, 

But here you may aske me,what means can we uſe,or what 
may we doe to ſee and value this branch of mercy which you 
call Prevention, becauſe miſchicfes kept off did never come 
within kenne ? | 

Though thoſe evills which have bin prevented never came 
;in kenne of dall and ſhort-ſighted cyes, yet (let 'me tell you, 
that) every holy, wiſe and gratefull Seer, might and did 

rccive them to be many and grievous. And that I may quic- 

nthoſe ſhorter ſights, give meleave to lend them ſome few 
perſpeRive or ſpectacle glafſes,toquicken and ſtrengthen their 
apprchen ſions, 

Firſt, then ſee what ablack Northerne cloud of warre and 
ruine did hang over our heads of late, though it pleaſed the 
God of peace toblow it beyond us, ſo that it did not breake 

and fall upon this lard, What head can gueſſe, what heart 
can bewaile ſufficiently, the probable end and iſſue of thoſe 
inteſtine commotions? utter deſtruion of one Kingdome 
( who knowes which?) was the beft iſſue that could in like» 
lyhood be hoped. But of thisI have ſpoken before. 

29, Prevention is of Treaſons, more then one, yea ſince the 
ſitting of this Parliament, | 

1, Oncin England; who can be ignorant thereof? a plot 

it ſeemes it was both againſt that higheſt Councecll, and the 
whole Kingdome, the lefle we doe know of it, the greater 
(in my judgement) and the deeper ſhould it be thought. 

| ' oure 
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| Sure I am, of theſe twothings in print, Firſt, that ſome of 
} theplottersarcfled, and purſued by Proclamation, a Natio- 

nall Hue and Cry is gone after them. Secondly, the Pre- 

amble, to that thrice worthy Protcftation doth declare how 

fome endeavours had binuſed tobring the Eng/i/ Army into 

a miſconſtru&ion of the preſent Partiament, The Prevention 

of this Treaſon,becauſc as yet ſome what unknown to us, may 

deſerve the more of our prayſes and prayers. | 

2, And another in Scot/andtoo, as doth appeare by their 
proceedings in that Kingdome, 
3. Prevention is of a Tyranicall eArbitrary governement. 
-> That ſomedidattempt this is too too evident by many argu- 
ments, The Preface to the Proteſtation, the late Extra- 
judiciall opinions, the ſtrange Arbitrary proceedings in 
Courts ſuppreſſed, and finally the juſt cenſure and execution 
of that trayterous Earle; doc all manifeſt the ſame thing. 
Brethren, theſe Arbitrary men are the perſons which would 
have made the whole body Politiq;, like a child ſick of the 
Rickets; The Rickets is a diſeaſe in Children, which cau- 
{th an extraordinary growth, or rather ſwelling, in the np- 
pcr parts of the body toward the head, but the lower mem- 
bers all the while doe pine , languiſh, and waſte away : 
and therefore 'tis not ſo much a naturall nutrition, as an un- 
naturall corruption efthz whole body. Let us conclude our 
prayſes for this Prevention, with theſe verfes of David. He Pla18.48, 
delivereth me from mine enemies, yea thou lifte#b me up above thoſe 
| that riſe up againſt me: thou haſt delivered me from the violent ver. 49- 
'' man. Therefore Will I give thanks wnto thee ( 6 Lord) among the. 
. keathen , and ſing prayſes unto thy name, | 
4". Prevention, 1s of Super flirion and Popery. 

' Noeo,no, faith many a man, I cannot be ſo weake as tocon- 06. 
2 ceivethat they com/dhave brought in Popery, nor ſounchari- 
; tableastothinke that they Wox/d have done it ? 
> Becauſethisdoubt or Objection is ſomewhat Common,and Fo/. 
' that the contrary opinion is thought to be but- the cvill ſur= 
| mizings and uncharitable jealoulic of ſome puritanicall ſpi- 
Z r1ts,I ſhall therefore ſpend ſome time to anſwer it, But firſt 
# ct mepremiſ: a Cation, 
Brethren, 
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Brethren, there are ſome certaine forts of perſons which 
will not, which muſt not take an anſwer, and be convinced 


of this poynt, that the innovating guilty faction would have 


brought in Popery, As 

Hirſt, all your Delingquents,that have had a finger in the pyc, 
your guilty perſons that are the foremeſt partics in the caſe, 
theſe muſt not belecyve this,nor be convinced, 

Secondly, all their Dependents too, that doe any way hang 
upon the guilty fa&ion, or have neecre relations unto them, 
You mult alſo give theſe men leave to be hard of beliefe in this 

oint. | 
1 hirdly, (yea) andall others which in their Sermons and 
diſcourſes, by their pennes, purſes, or otherwiſe, have en- 
gaged themiclves againſt the Scors ( perhaps ) or for the late 
innovations, and jllegall impoſitions, All theſe, and all the 
reſt of the like kinde, muſt not ſee Reafon or ground, why 
any one ſhouid thinke that they could or would have brought 


| in Popery, But for others, which are innocent, free, and 


hs if they make this queſtion, now I anſwer 
Tem. 

And firſt, let me ſpeake to that part of the ObjeRion, that 
they cold not have brought in Popcry., 

1. Truc it is, if we looke upon our Soveraigne, we have 
a gratious, orthodox, fixed, proteſtant Majeſty. As appearcth, 
not only ty his conſtant firmeneſfſe, when he was in Spaine 
( the Shop of Popery ) but by his Royall promiſes, Vow, Oath and 
prattice ever lince he {wayed the Sceprer, And in this refpe&, 
we mult preſume and conclude that they could never have 
brought it in, - | , 

2. Þut yet when T looke npon the nature of the Popi/h 
Religion, with what wiles and violence it makes it's way 
where once it enters, how it marcheth over {Townes and 
Scepters, and ſwimmes to it's owne cnd, through all ſorts 
of bloud, And when I call to mind the ftrange prevalency 
and power of ſome, in paſſing the late Oath and Canons, 
to the prejudice of the King and Kingdome, then I am 
farre from the peremptorineſle of thoſe which doe ſo boldly 
affirme that they could never haye brought in Popery. So muck 
for the [could nor, ] 2, But 
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Nor can I be fo Bd, as to thinke that Popery was not their 
maine deſ1gne and deſire, Brethren, will ye, ſhall we believe 
our owne cycs and cares in the buſineſſe ? then conſider what 
things wehave (or might have) ſeea this way to confirme us? 
What Popiſh Diſcourſes, Pamphlets, Sermons and Prattiſes have 
paſſed rhe Preſſe and Pulpit With licence, In (hort,conſider with 
your ſetves,but theſe two particulars. SE 

1, In Dorine, what /nnovatiens direAly cotitrary to the 
eAncient, Venerable Proteſtant Truthes ? Take a ſip or two. 
Firſt, the Pope wont to be Antichriſt, but now our new Prea- 
chers and Printers, will tell us that *tis no ſuch matter.No,now 
if we will have an Anti-chriſt we muſt goe ſeek him amongſt 
Fewer and Mahumetant, Againe, the Church of Rowe .was 
wont amoneſt Proteſtants to be accounted the Scarler-Whore 
and »my#ticall Babylon ; but now marriage hath made her ho- 
neſt, and ſhe is become in a ms true Charch, What ſhell 
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I ſpeake of publiſhed Popery in points of Z«ſtification, Free-wil, 
Merit, Sacraments, &c, yea by ſome Innovatours, "both the 
naine and parts of the Haſſe are received. 

2. So in Worſup, what groſlneſle of late abont Altars, Prieſts 
and Sacrif.c:: 1na ſence ? what Images, Piltures, Duckings, 
Baſins, C axdle-ſticks and the like ? Brethren, what ſhall Tt 
I ſhould tire your patience, my felfe, the time, to follow theſe 
wilely and wicked chaſed Foxes; but my comfort is, that I 
doe ſpeake tothem which are Chriſtians, Proteſtants, reaſo- 
nable living Creatures, which have eyes and ears of their own, 
to reade and heare, and theſe may informe you ſufficiently of 
this truth, But for brevitics ſake, if any deſire to ſce more, I 
ſhall dire& him to theſe two helps for ſatisfaRion. 

1, Firſt, the ſevcrall Peritions, Charges, Accuſations, Arti- 
cles put into the Parliament againſt the ſeverall Innovators, 

2, And next,the (en/ares of them, for the fame, as they have 
bin and ſhall be found guilty. 

Ob. But ſuppoſe ſome few of the Innovators did drive at flat 
Popery, yet we cannot but thinke that many others of them 
had nor ſo groſſe an ayme ? 

| Sol. There was no good truſting of them, He char will lye 
will teale (we ſay) and he that Will ſteale a pinne, Will much more 
Ffteale a pond. Suppoſe ſome of the khindmoſt hunters did not 
fo clearly ſee the game ; ſuppoſe ſome of the lower and lefler 
wheeles of the frame, did not aime at the flat, full and groſſe 
lumpe of P opery, perhaps that was: too big for ſome of their 
eonicienccs to ſwallow 1t wholeat firſt : but ſuppoſe that the 
lump had bin divided into bits, morſels and pils, which ſhould 
havebin (ized to their feverall throats, then I doubt much whi- 
ther they would baveſtuck to take it downe, Nay, we know 
that they had generally let down many morſels alrcady,and *tis 
harder torcſiſt the degrees, then it was to with-ſtand the be- 
ginnings of /dolatry. Thertore I cannot be ſo Blird, as to think 
they ould not, ; 

3. Finally, neither can I be ſo Vndnrfiull as to thinke it, V#- 
autifull to that High and Honourable 4 [enbly, Doth not this 
Bleſſed Parliament know as well as we, what was the ayme of 
that [nxovating fation ? and they telus in their Preamble to 

the 
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the Protiſtation, of late, bold, frequent defigues, pratliſe to wn- 
dermis the true fry Fad prey of :s0501, Alſo that divers 
Iniovation? and Super ſtitibnis have been brought into the Church, 
And in another late Declaration, they doc order, to abol;fs and 
take awity Cracifixes, ſcandalous Piftures, Images of the Virgine; 
ec. arid divers orher Innovations, in, or Foue tha worſhip of 
Got, Theſe arid the like Decler47on; and Orders of theirs, I 
cannot but in duty believe and ſubſcribe unto them, as ar 
ments convincing us of the truth of this point in hand : fo that 
I ſhall now conclude this whole Diſcourſe with thoſe words 
of the Apoftle—1f any man be ignorant, let hixs be ignorant; So 
much touching Prevention, of Farrs, Treaſons, Tyranny, Po- 
per, That was the third Brazch, and the laſt of thoſe which 


i Cor.14-38; 


we gathered by grin wa the evils felt or feared, 
The following Brazxches of our Deliverance did arjſc from the 
. Conſideration &f that Good which we now have and: hope for, 
7 Andfo 2s 
t The fourth Head of this mercifull Deliverance is 
CONTINUANCE, 
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how few do conſider this to be {0 greata favour 2 Orcmeni- 


ber,and go heme'muſing upon this graciousContinuance.Think 
with your ſelves, and-ſay to your friends.and childrea, O whe 
invaluable goodneſſe is this, that the royce of the Turtle (in- 
cad of the ſhreeking of Zim Ohim) is yet heard in our Lang? 
the Belsof Aaron (and not the Hawksbels) doe ſtill ring in 
our cares? Bleſſing and praife be tothe Lord who; alone doth 
wondrous things. Brethren, I would have you that are hca- 
rers to look upon all your conſcientious Minikers(thoſe which 
you think,nor could, nor would have taken that oath ) asupon 
men raiſed up from the deadand come out of their graves againz 
and therfore me thinks you ſhould hearken to them with freſh 
and double attention. You know what Dives faid to Abrabam 
in the Parable, Nay, father Abraham : but if one Went unto my 
Bretbren fromthe deaa, they Willrepent, Let usnot be worſe then 
Dwves his Brethren : but let us losk upon and hearken to all 
ſuch Mmiſters asMeſſengers twiſe given us,ſent from the dead, 
and as preaching rather out of Coffizs then Pwlpirs, 
But herc is a main cauſe of our generall inſenſiblenes of this 


- mercy;,becauſe our Shepheards were not utterly,aually and lo- 


cally removed and gon from us,therfore we can ſcarce; þclieve 
and conceive that they were certainly going ? FI 
: But to remove that deceit of hearr, conſider theſe particu- 
ars. s | | 
I, Firft, that ſome were utterly and aQually. already gone: 
anddriven out ; andthis both Zaſfand Weſt cantoo tralyite-. 
ſtitic, Looke Eaftwrardinto' Holland, and how .many of our; 
choyce and extraordinary Teachers were driven thither, and 
durſt net ſhew their heads here (untill this Parliement)for fcar 
of Priſons and Purſcyants ? and all for ſcrupling at a few Cere-' 
menics, confeſſed by the I nnovators themſelyes:tobe :indiffe=- | 
rent? Look but upon the books of thoſe Minifters, which they' 
have ſent over ſince their baniſhment : Looke upon their. Ser- 
mons and ſcryices done for us,befides the damnage tocloathing' 
occafioncd by their departure, and then you cannot. but ac-! 
knowledge that many of our choiſe Miniſters, were: driven a 
way actually into the Eaſt to our great damnage, Butthe Weſ 
can tell us ofa farre greater number, now wandring in the De- 


ſer: , 
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ſerts of America. One man of God is a precious Jewell in a 
Kingdome, and may doc much for the publick ſafety and Re-- 
formation of a whole Land in time ef need, as we ſee in E/yah 
and Eliſa; what aloſle is it then to one poore Iſland to have 2 Kin, 2-12, 
ſcores of fach Chariots and Horſe-men, driven away at a 
cla ? E. ' ER 
+4 Others, if not quite gone; yet were going apace. How 
mary honeſt Kezites were packing up their Farae/s ? how ma- ; Sam.rg.v.6; 
ny powerfull Paſtours in Exg/and were juſt now upon the hi- 
| ding point ?Some for Ceremonies, others for faithfullneſle in 
| their mmiſt>y, were fain to fly from chamber-ro chamber to 
hide themſclves, Theſe beginnings of Miniſters banithment, 
| may cenſure and convince us ſufficiently, that the Continuaxce 
of thoſe that remain is a mercy,yca a favour Saperlative, . 
| Secondly, and as of Miniſters, fo for the continuance of all 
| 
þ 


other Spirituall,and Nationall good things which(l fay again) ** 
ſtood atiptoce, and were (as it were), upon the wing, .they 
arc all new given unto us. We may fay of thera all, as the fa-- 

ther of his returning Prodigall, They were aying and are alive "PE: _ 


againe, they were loſing and are found, Haſt thou ancſtatc of 
. Lands or houſes, goe home and new date thy leaſes, let them 
all run from the yeare 1640; I fay againe, One: thouſand Six. 
hundred and fourty,for then was thy tearme renewed;I mean, - 
that very yeare might thy lands have becn Ace/dama,the ſtage 
of warres, and thinc houſes fewell for wilde-fire.: Ina word, 
haſt thou but a wife, children, yea a life of thine owne te loſe: 
I tell thee (mah) all theſe are new given thee too, in theſame. 
yeare 1640. And therefore as the Lord by Hoſes faid to If 
racl concerning the Moneth 44ib : Thi moneth ſhall be unto Ex0d.12.y-2c: 
you the beginning of moneths, it ſhall be the firſt moneth of the yeare 
to you. So may TI ſay of this very yeare unto vs all, and cſpe= 
cially. to-Minifters of the moneth November, in this parti- - 
cular, that this deſerves to be accounted the beginning of our: 

cares. and moneths, In a word, in them we reccived our ſc- 
cond firſt being, Conſider therefore(to cloſe this point)how all. 
our old good things are now become ney. }. 


G 3; | 5 Head. 


_ 


—_ 


T: WR EEE L-  S the " LTR 3 BE. 2 


- 


A Doore of Hope, alſo 


Objeft, 


 - 5, Headof this Deliverance, we called Addition, 
| . or Increaſe, 


The preſent great worke of Mercy is fo full of rich parti- 
culars, that*tis like a fpeciall meſſe of meat, which we may 
turne againe and againe, and till find io it another choile of 
dclicate morſell ; and therefere though we have heard of Srop- 
page, Removal, Prevention , and Continuance, already ; yet 
there is a fifth liſt ['#f Additions] now to be ſpread before your 
eyes. In ſetting them forth I may chance to touch upon ſome 
inſtances or particulars which have been named before, but 
if I doe, it ſhall be under another Notion, and toa different 
end. bh, 

How common an obj<Rton is it(cſpe cially atnongſt Atheiſts 
and Dclinquents) that they fee no ſuch great things already 
dene for us by this preſent Parliament, as ſome oyer-working 
heads doe ſecme to 1ntimate? " 

I anſwer (firſt) to the Perſons, perhaps thoſe men doe 'look 
through the wrong cnd of the PerFpettivegiaſſe,and then great 


_ things may ſeem very little unto them. Perhaps their Organ is 


ritiated, their judgement is corrupted,and then they put bitter 
for ſweet,and ſweet for bitter. | 
But ( arcs the point it ſelf I anſwer, he that hath the 
heart ofa P rotcitant, the mind of a good Subje, or the eyes 
of a reafonable Creature, and doth not wincke with thoſe eyes 
that he might not ſee, he muſt borh ſee and fay, that the Lord 
hath done many great things for us already, for Which We have cauſe 
zo rejoyce, IF any man ask mefor an cxaQt Enmeration of them? 
I anſwer ashe—Oceani fiuttus me numerare jubes--In Scripture 
phraſe ; they are more then } am able to expreſſe, F muſs give them.s 
in by heaps. | Ts Omg 
We heard beforc of a Paralell to all the ten plagues of «Egypt; 
but whatif IT ſhould now ſhew a (atalogae of great works of 
this Parliament, out-ſtripping,yea doubling that number? Iwill 
not over-lay your attentions before hand with a promiſe of 
prolixity, but let usobferye ſome famous particulats dorie al- 
ready,and thoſe for the Glory of our God,the perpetuall Honor of 


our dread Soverargre,and the laſting prejſe of this Parliament, 
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_ . The firſt ob/ervable Addition muſt be that AF far the Con- 


firmation of the Treaty of Pacification, 


I cannot bue.ſet it in the fore- front of my catalogue, as the 
firſt lincke in this golden chaine, and the baſis of all the reſt 
of our late mercies, The whole A is true, *tis large, but to 


me ſo mnch the ſweeter let him that can ( for me ) reade 
it over with dry eyes, ( 1 meane, for joy : for ) I thinke that 
Afis looked upon by diverſe ſorts of men, as was the foun- 
dation of the ſecond Temple among the Fewes, *Tis fatd that 


Many Wepe With a loud veyce, and many ſhouted aloud fir joy. Exc,a,11,00, 
So, doubtleſſe, all that with well to our Zion and Feruſalem, 


to Church and State, they cannot but rejoyee in readin 
thereof : but as many as are contrary-minded, (like enough 
doe repine and howle in ſecret, to ſee ſo bleſſed a cloſe of fo 
perilous a bufinefſe. Bretheren, let me commend the ſe» 


rious reading or hearing of that A&, to every judicious and 


fit Proteſtant and Subje& now preſent, and alfo ( 1f they 
leaſe) to all thoſe which have bin ſo leud, fierce and ative 
erctofore, againſt our Brethcren of Scor/and, Oh let theſe 
latter reade;bluſh,repent, and change their minds, with ſhame 
and ſorrow : but the former, let them be confirmed and lifted 
up intheir holy,loyall intentions and procecdings. 

The ſubſtance of the whole A4#,or Srarute, may be reduced 
to theſe three heads. 

Firſt, there are (I doe not trifle away holy time about 
ſecular things ) the Commiſſions upon which that treaty at 
Rippon was grounded, As off as I reade them over, and doe 
looke upon the names of the Commiſſioners of both ſides ; ſa 
often ( me thinks) there commeth into my minde, the rra»ſ- 


attion and trenſaftors of that befineſſ betwixt the 1/-aeliter, Jolhna.to, i, 
e, beyond ordar, it was 12 &c, 


and thoſe other two tribes and hal 
concerning an Alrar of Teſtimony which theſe latter had 
builded. Great danger there was at firſt of a bloudy, Rei- 
$1014-civill:warre, but afterwards, by. the prudence of the 
Commiſſioners on both ſides, they rightly underftanding cach 
others meaning, all is concluded in a firmer peace then bc- 
fore, the boxe 1s ſtronger after ſetting, ;then it was before 
the diflocation ; and the Altar is called [_Es.] a wmgys 
_ oe 


I. 
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Proy.35ev.11. 


Pfal 46.v.8. 


Vcr.9, 


V ef. 1 I . 


So me thinks we may write the word ["'£4.a Wirreſſe ] upen 
every enſigne, gunne, ſpeare and ſword, that hath bin lifred 
up on cither ſide, in thoſe late Northerne expeditions; and each 
weapon may be kept as a reſtimony of the Lords mercy, our 
Soveraigns goodneſſe,the Parliaments wildome, and the Com- 
miſſioners noble ſervice on both ſides. 

Secondly, There is the A it felfe, all the Demands, De- 


fires, Articles, with their ſeyerall Grants, Anſwers and Con- | 


clufions, like apples of gold, in ſtudds of filver ; and all this 
is claſed and crowned, with a day of publique thankeſpgiviny. 
Let us adde thoſe words of the Pfalmiſt, (ome, behold r 

Works of the Lord, what deſolations h: hath mate in the earth, 
In other Kingdomes deſolations : but in ours, He makerh 
Warres to ceaſe, he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the Speare in 
ſander he burneth the Chariot in the fire, The Lord of hoſts ts with 


2:,the (God of Jacob #5 our refuge,Selah. 


Thirdly, There is the A& of Oblivion,1 dramme of Lethe,to q 


cloſeup all,that ſo all Aas and Monuments of hoſtility,may be 
buried in everlaſting forgetfullneſle, 

2, Adiition or meſſe of Deliverance ( already ſerved in un- 
tous) is that Declaration of the {*ommons in Parliament 
laſt Seprember,containing theſe foure heads. 

1. For removing the Communion table, taking away the 


«< 


Railes, levelling of Chancells, &c. 2. For aboliſhing 'of 


. Crucifixes, Scandalous pitures of Perſons of the Trinity, 


Images of the Virgin, taking away of T apers, Candleſtiches, 
Baſons,&c, 3. Againſt Ceorporall bowing, both at the name 
(7e/1s) and towards the Eaft. 4. For Sanftification of the 
Sabbath,&&c. 1 am forced by the generall negle& and con- 
tempt of this Declaration to make it my next Adaition,though 
it be in time oneof the laſt, 1 have but two things breefely to 
ſhew in this poynt. | 
7. Gods great geodneſſe tous;in granting ſuch ax Oraty. 
2. Ourvile and baſe wnthankfulneſſe hewed to him, in the 
entcrtainement thereof, Sul 
Firſt, this Declaration was a great mercy : for ſome of the 
things there to be removed, were apart of our late Inno- 
vations, they have bin ſome of the rocks and ſands, wa 
ave 


a co ao. 


tbe 


let them all take home theſe words of a grieved Miniſter, 
| H 
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hare wracked multitudes of our conſcientious and powerfull 
Miniſters, In ſhort, are they not ( at leaſt ſome of them ) 
maine grounds of Papiſts hopes, and other Proteſtants def- 
paires, touching communion with us? and pet lo, now 
(by this Declaration.) a price is put into our hands, to re- 
move this rock, and to take away theſe ſands, to cauſe other 
reformed Churches to hope, and the Romiſs to deſpaire, 
of our returne towards them, and is not this a precious ad- 
vantage? a wonderfull favour? eſpecially if we conſider 
how ſtrongly thoſe ſuperfluities of our Religion were back'd 
of late. Why, they were the riſing Ceremonies, the very 
roade to preferment from fome ; he that could but fill his 
hands, yea his Church, with thcſe, was by them made a 
Pricſt of the High places : and now to have ſach things 
aboliſhed and downed by Azthority from Parliament, yea, to 
have but free permiſſion from all the Commonalty of the 
Kingdome to doe it , I fay,'tis athing which for a while ſince 
was incred'ble. 

2. But now how is this golden opportunity improved * 
Brethren, it doth even ficken my body, and fadden my ſpi- 
rit, to obſerve how dully, nay how contemptuouſly this 
mercy of God, and goodneſſ: of that Honourable Houſe is 
entertained amongſt us, amongſt us 1 ſay againe, Some god- 
ly forward Pariſhes indeed there are in this place ; but I 
ſpeake onely of the guilty, Hath the Lord placed this City 
in the midſt of our Comnty, as a Beacon upon an hill, yea, as 
the (enter, heart and head of the Weſt, and ſhall this beacon 
not blaze by it's example, in every part, when there is he- 
ly, loyall, refining fire put into it, by ſo great Authority ? 
nay, ſhall this heart and head of the ef (in great part ) 
cenvay nothing but dullnefſe and drowlſinefle to that whole 
body ? Ina word, are we the Redeemed people, the Maydzn 
City, fa:thfall for ever to our King, and doe many of us now 
thus requite the Lord that preſerved us ? Arc, or can they 
be thus wnthankefull to the King of Kings, in this great truſt 
and ſervice? Oh let all whom this concernes immediately, 
and all others who may have any hand in it more remotely, 


with 
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Anſw,2, 


with ſhame and ſorrow, yea let them gochome and (inne no- 
longer. : 

But you will ay, you muſt firſt anſwer our doubts and Ob- 
j<Rions,before you preſſ: thus vehemently uponour conſcien- 
ces and aff:Rions;and theſe our Obje:onsare many, 

1, Is, touching the Authority of this Declaration, it came 
nat { fay they ) from both Heulſcs, and therefore is no con- 
trayning Law ? 

1 anſwer feverally to both parts of the Obie#5ox. 

Firſt, Suppoſe that it came not from both Houſes, yet - 
1. Ye necd not doubt but that there is Authority in it ſuffi- 
cient, to beare out cyery man in the exact execution of that. 
Order againſt any one that ſhall oppoſe him :. and the truth 
of this Anſwer I belceve the vileſt caviller durft not to quc- 
ion. 2. The. Houſe of Commons (which ſome doe ig- 
norantly or. baſcly nick-name the Lower-Houſe ) they are 
our ſelves, we in them (in this ſence )) and they inus : fo 
that we may ſay touching this ſelf-nefſe, as the Tribe of 
Judah aid to David, they are (as it were ) neere of kinne 
to us, I meane, that as our Votes were in their EleRions; 
{> *tis fit that our Wills ſhould be bound up in. their In- 
junRions and Declarations. 3. And where is. he that 
durſt to ſow a jealous or cvill ſurmiſe of dilagreement be- 
twixt the two Houſcs of Parliament, concerning their In- 
junjons ? ” 

To that other clauſe, that denyeth this Declaration to have 
any Conftraining power, I anſwer, 

Firft, And is1t come to that now, that we doe need force 
and conſtraint to make us reforme things amiſſe? I had 
thought for a yeere agoc, that bare permiſſion and liberty ro | 
remove ſuch things as theſe, would have beene a ſufficient. | 
inducement unto us all. Little, little, did I then dreame 
that Preteffants, would have needed compulſion to ſuch 2 
reforming worke as this. 2. But however, know this, ye 
that flight this Declaration, as an Arrow without an kead,. 
know (I fay ) that ye are like to fecelea penalty for your neg-. 
Yet. You which arereſolved (it ſeemes) to try the power. 
and authority of that Honourable e{ſſembly, and will needs 
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ſce what they can doe : let me warne you, that there may be 
fach afting inthe end of this your contempt, npon Cerrificars 
thereof, as may picrce thorow your beloved eſtates, even in 
this world, beſides that other ſting of Conſcience which may 
for ever goarc you in another world, for ſcorning ſuch an op- 

rtanity of Reformation, 

Scruples of ( onſcience are pretended, Weſtick in {on/ciewce 
(fay they) concerning ſome of theſe particulars, whether it be 
lawfull and fit by Gods word to abol:h them? 


Oteed,2. 


And bave you more wiſedome to judge of ſuch Scruples Anſw.r . 


or more Conſcience to ſticke at them, then hath that great, 
grave, religious Aſſembly, which have cnjoyned this aboli- 
tion? or then all the reformed Churches in the world, 
which have long ſince aboliſhed thoſe remainders as Swper- 
Hitiows and Popiſh? Tis well, if that Conſcience of yours 
doth alſoſtick at other things which are notoriouſly abho-» 
minable, doe you alfo fſticke at oathes, at Sabbath breaking, 
and at Ufury ? 'tis well if you doe. But (my Brethren) com- 
monly theſe mens Conſciences are true taper-wax(as we fay) 
that is, if they arc ſmall and ſtraight at this end, then ordina- 
rily they are very broad at the other end, 


But to deſcend to particulars. Where is it I pray you that 4,5, , 


your Codſciences doeſtickſo tenderly ? what, 


x. Is it at removing the Communios T able, taking away 
the Ratles, and Levelling the Chancells,&c, All theſe things 
are but Innovations and Superſtitious attendants of ,.+ 
ſubſtantiation, of which 1 could ſhew you the whole pr- 
digree : but this in ſhort, and to our purpoſe. Firſt, for- 
ſcoth, the (hancelſs mult be ſeparated from the body of the 
Church, and ſo be made a ore holy place, for the feating 
and burialls of more ſacred per/ons, for the Clergy only. Next, 
the Table was brought up to them,as belonging moſt properly 
to the Prieſts, Then, let them alone fa Mounting, Ale 
taring, Railing, Cracifixes, Bowing, and at laſt there is made 
up a Sacrifice, to ſort with the Prieſt and the Alrar, And doe 
your conſciences ſcreple to remove theſe things? 

2. Or is it at taking away of Cracifixes, ſcandalous pi- 
Apres,&6, Of T apers, Candleſticks, Baſons, that you ſtick? 
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Theſe are attendants and promoters of the Haſſe, they are 


againſt the Second Conmandement,and are aboliſhed in other 
reformed Charches, : 

3- Or cannot you find in your Conſciences to forbeare 
bowing, what, towards the Eaft ? I anſwer, that is Wik- 
Worſip forbidden 1n the ſecond Commandement, and it is 
too well like unto that which is called the greater abbomina- 
tion by God to Ezekiel, Or whatelſe? 1s it corporall bowing 
at the name [ Feſ#s ?] Yes, here is the Scruple. And why ? 
becaule forſfooth the Scripture commands it that at the name 
of (Jeſus) every knee fhonld bow, &c, I anſwer the Text 
from the Text : for in that verſe (as they reade it ) I finda 
Miſ-Enzliſning, a Hiſ-ſencing, and an «Abſurdity. 1, A 
Miſ-Engliſhing : for how comes the word [' 'Ev |] in the 
Originall, to be tranſlated [7 ar? ] whereas it doth properly 
figmfic [7 i» ] and is ſo rendred in other places. But you 
will ſay [ #» ] and [ az ] are bothone? Then 'tis both one 
to ſay in that place of Mathew Lord, Lord, have we not pro= 
phefied [| at ] thy name, and[ at | thy name caſt out Divels,&c, 
2, There is a Mi/-Sencing of that word [name ] the name 
of 7eſ#s :; for who knowes not that in Scripture by the names 
of God, or of any perſon of the Trinity, is commonly meant 
their eſſence, Brethren, you can all ſay the Lords prayer, 
what is meant there by hallowing of Gods [ name? You can 
alſo fay the Ten Commandements, what is meant in the 
third, by taking Gods [name] in vaine? But 3. There is alſo 
an- Abſurdity, in their reading of that verſe of S.Paul: for 
what knees have Angels ( good and evill?) how can Birds, 
Bcafts and Fiſhes, bow the knee corporally * And there- 
fore ſome of the wilſcſt of that tribe of Word-worſhippers, 
have given over this text as improper for their purpoſe, and 
doe fly to an ancient and laudible cuſtome to hold by ? To 
which I anſwer, 1. Antiquity without verity is but an in- 
veterate error, 2, And chis being but a humane invention, 
how can it be true, and pure worſhip? That's enough to 
ſatisfy your Conſciences. And now the ſame ſtaffe is in my 
hand, yea, let me prefſe it upon your Conſciences ( if they 
are ſo tender ) and charge you to: give over your unwatran- 
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table, deviſed and partiall worſhip of God, I call it partiall, 


both becauſe it ſcemes to give more honour to the ſecond Per-: 


ſon then to the reſt, and in the ſecond Perſonit beſtowes more 
wor(hip upon one name of his then upon another, Thus (as 


| I conceive) all colourable ObjeRions and Pretences are quite 


blowne off, But now, are theſe orders obeyed ? is all this 
done ? No, but this Order, though according to the expreſſe 
Word of God, though comming from fo Honourable and 
Bleſſed a Court, though preſſed ſocarneſtly with Reaſons and 
Scripture by our faithfull Paſtours, yetthis Order (1 fay ſtill) 
is neglected, in moſt Churches wholly, in others partially, ec» 
ven in deſpight of God, Governoursand Miniſters, The Di- 
ures in the windows, do till out-face us inour Pulpits, 
The Railesor Tables, ſtand as they did, and the bowings are 
continued. Ts this our requitall to the Lord for late Deliveran- 
ces? Is this out forwardnefſe to Refirmation ſo long deſired ? 
What ? hath God Fopped ſo many bloody iſſues ? hath he re= 
mooved ſo many 'e/Egyprtian plagues ? Hath he prevented fo 
much Treaſon in both Kingdomes ? and is this our frair, our 
Requitall tor all theſe wonders ? Cannot we yet finde in our 
hearts to pull down a ſcandalous Pmuppet,to breake an 7aell, or 
to give over a ſuperſtition for his ſake, yea, and that even then 
when we have Authority on our fide ? © Rtubborne, ingrate- 

full, uncapable Nation, a people I had almoſt, ſaid zycarable. 

SureI am that many amongſt us doe hate to be-reformed. What 
can I ſay more, but only to fly and'cry tothe Lord for his par- 

don and aſliſtance? O thoy rhe 14ſt and jealous God that wiſiteſt 

the iniquities of 1 dolatrous Parents upon their children to the 

third and fourth generations, pardon this great ſinune unto us, 

and our poſterity, and lay it not to our charge in the aay When 

thou ſhalt viſit our ſinnes upon us, neither let it hinder good 

things from s, &c, *Brethren, let me ſpeake freely, there is 

not airy, one thing that doth make, me ſomuch to teare what 

will be the ifſuc,of the preſent good: worke of; mercy, and. to 

doubt leatt 1his faire weather may - be over-caſt againe with 

bloudy ſhowers, then doth this Epidemicall gencrall back- 

wardneſſe, to take. the oppertmuities and execute the Orders 
which are ſent done for Reformation, Turn we ſadly to _ 
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place of E zekiel, She hath Wearied her ſelfe with lies, and hey 
eat [cums Went not forth . out of her : Hey ſcum ſhall be tm the 
ny In thy filthineſſe i lewdneſſe, becauſe / have purged thee 


and thou Waſh not purged, thow ſhalt not be purged from thy 


filthineſſe any more, till I have cauſed my firy to reſ# upon thee, 


I the Lord have Spoken it, it ſhall come to paſſe, and I Will do 
:t, I Will not goe backe, neither Will I Spare, neither Will I re- 
pent, Let mc apply theſe words to the preſent times, yea to 
this Kingdome, Country, City, inreſpet of divers Pariſhes 
and perſons, Becanſe I have purged thee and thou Waſh not purged, 
that is,1 haxeoFered nnto thee (may the Lord ſay) many faire, 
lawfull Opprytmunities and Advantages of Reforming, As 1.1 
have given thee liberty and incouragement to enter into a fa- 
cred Obligation and Proteftation againſt Popery, but thou haſt 
not acceptcd it in one Pariſh of twenty through the Kingdom. 
2. I have given thee an Order for due O5/ervation of the Sab- 
bath, but generally thou haſt not ſpread nor read it, 3. I have 
ſent te thee aDec/aration,in whichl gave thee authority to take 
downe Crmcifixes, &c, but there they ſtand to this day. Thug 
thou waſt not purged. And therfore (may God. ſay) Now 
thou ſhalt not be purged from thy filthineſſe any more, till I have 
canſed my fury to reſt upon thee.Go drinks and be drunken,and ſpuc 
and fall and riſe no more, Go take your bellics full of Images 
and Altars, and (Tingings, and Maſſe and all. Let your belo- 
ved nef#t-eggs hatch and bring forth Cockarriſes, let your dar- 
ling relifts and decoi-dncks bring in the whole ſwarm and flock 
of Idols and Idolathires after them. Farewell England, incor- 
rigible Eng/and, And now let me goe try the naked Indians 
and barbarous B lackamoores, whether or no they will prove ſo 
rebellious as thox, after ſo much meanes, goodneſſe and pati- 
ence. So much touching the Declaration, ' 

And thus by my largenefle in theſe two Branches of Adair. 
075,you may gueſſe how much time all the reſt of theſe, twiſc 
ten particulars might take up 5but I muſt therfore contra my 
very contradtions, and am reſolved to do with the reſt, as they 
uſe to doe at your ſumptuous over-flowing Feaſts and Bat 
quets, they put two Pheſants ina diſh,and doe ſerve in double 
{weet-mecats for cycry gueſt : So ſhall I ſerve in the reſt of 

theſe 
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theſe Adaitions, even by cluſters, by parrsand couples, and thoſe 
very ſuccinQaly too, We have had one paire already , viz, 
1, The Att fir confirmation of the Treaty, &c, 2, The late De- 
_ Ularation, 


29, Pairelet be thoſe two Atts of Parliament 
concerning Parliaments, | 
1, One for a T rieniall Parliament, 2. The other for the. 
Continuance of the preſent P artiament. Theſe two mercics are 
too good and great, to be ſerved in, in one diſh, and yet thus 
T am forced tocontrac, Brethren, the former of theſe [eA 
Trienniall Parliament} I do look upon it as the poole of Betheſ- 
aa; There an Augell came downe at a certazve ſeaſon, and made jch,.v,,, 
the waters compleatly medicinall ; ſo here is a certaine ſeaſon : 
appointed (by that eA#) for the cure of all our Nationall dif- 
eaſes. But I may compare the latter A# (for the (ontinuation 
of the preſent Parliament), to that bleſſed Opie and 2eale of the ; in,r7,v.r 4 
periſhing Widow, which out-laſted all the time of the famin, 
Or unto the »wltiplied Oyle of that other poore indebted wir z Kin 4,4,.6. 
dow, which continued running till alt her Veſſe/s were filled, 
herdebts payd, and enough remaining to ſuſtaine her ſelfe and 
children, But the dulleft Vulgar doth conceive this [Pare ] 
to bea great mercy, yeaeven thoſe which arc inſenſible of ſpt- pro, x 5.14, 
rituall favours : - I ſhall therfore ccnclude it with the words of Pro.1 5. 22. 
the wiſe King, Where no counſel 1s the people fall ; but in the mul- Pro 24.6, 
titude of counſcllers there #4 ſafety, Yea again and againe he faith 
It, 
39, Paire (of Additions) are thoſe other two As, which 
have taken away that Pair of Arbitrary Comrts,namely 
1, The Srtarr-(hamber, and 2, Next, the High-Commiſſion. 
With the taking away of the former, another mighty Court is 
regulated, and with n th fall of the latter, all Conſiſtories, like 
kflerneighbouring trees, or (hrubbs are broken downe under 
it, ſo farre (it ſeems) as doth concerne their maine. Coercive 
power : ſo that this paire is a twin of twins, foure in two. 
Brethren, this is fuch a mercy, as that for ſome months ſince, 
we durſt not for our Eares to have wiſhed publikely for it,and 
I thinke, ſome godly perſons amongſt us had not the courage 
(at leaſt they had not the thought) as to begge theſe gone 
things | 
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things in their very prayers: but now they are freely caſt in up- 
on them, unbought, unſought and unthought. 
(Fourth Paire (hall be thoſe other As, ) 

1. Againſt vex4tions K nighthood, anJ 2. Ship-mony. 

A paire of Grievances, which did diſtrefſs and compaſſe us 
both by Sea and Land, as well in our merchandize as husban- 
dry. Brethren, we were generally ſenſible of theſe preſſures, 
and yet perhaps all our ſufferings under them hitherto, might 
have bin but the beginnings of ſorrow in compariſon of that 
which did remaine. O let us then, be as generally ſenſible of 
their perpetuall Removals. 

Fifth Paire or Meſſe would be two Statutes which are 
more Secial for ſome particular Conntiesand pla- | 
ces above the reſt, 

The 1. of them for Cerminty and Bounds of Forres. 

This is as welcome to divers other Shires, as the 2. Next a- 
gainſt Stanxery Incroachments and Oppreſſions, is well pleaſing 
tous, and our * Weſterne Neighbour County. You know 
Brethren (and havefelt it) how of late eſpecially, Our Weſt. 
erne ſilver (to borrow the words of the Prophet ) Was become 
tinne, and our Wine Was mixed With Water, But now it hath 
pleaſed God by theſe Statutes, ro purge away our aroſſe; and to 
take away our tinne, to reſtore our Jud JES 45 at the firſt, ard our 
Counſcllours, 45 at the beginning, And thus you have the firit 
five P aires of «Aaaitions, all of them (excepting one) arc Sta» 
tutes enacted. 

Sixth Paire arc, 
T7. That bleſſed (though negleRed) Proteſtation, and 2. The 
Order for due Obſerving of the Sabbath. 

Theſe area golden paire indeed, and were they fo well exc- 
eutcd, as they are wiſcly and piouſly ordained, doubtleſſe they 
might proove unto us ſome of the chicfeſt maſter-pieces a- 
mongſt our late bleſſings.I ſhall conclude touching theſe, with 
the Word of the Lord to 1/rae/, when they had good Com- 
mandements and ſpake good words of them, but did not a& 
and praQtiſe, O that there Were ſuch an heart ( in this people) 
that they Would feare me and keepe all my ommandements al. 

Wajes, that it might be Well With them and With their chilaren 
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fir ever, But *tis a Proverbe upon the Engliſh Law, and we 
may apply it to our Law-makers in this caſe, that 7 hey have 
ood Wills, but bad Executors, the meaning is, that the will 


of the Law is juſt and good, but the Executioners of it are dul 


andevill: So here, the Willand intention of that Honourable 
Houſe of Commons in publiſhing theſe Orders was good and 
holy,but many Executors orExecutioners of them inthe Coun- 
ty are very bad, yea,moſt ingratefull, 

(Seventh # aire, ) 

Addenext to theſe, that pairec of Orders old and new. 

I. Onelong ſince, for informing againſt ſcandalous and in- 
ſafficient Miniſters. Yet not fo long ſince neither, but that 
(me thinkes) many mens hearts ſhould yet continue aking,for 
their bloudy cowardiſc,negligence and unfaithfull dealing in 
that buſinefſe. 2. The other very latcly, it was for ſetting up 
of Leures in every Pariſh in England and Wales, Theſe two 
opportunities put together, might have made up a compleate 
ſpirituall Nationall mercy. For this indced is the right end 
to begin at. *tis one hinge of Reformation, and of all the reſt 
of our bleſſings. The Lord might fay to us concerning-this 


paire, as he doth to Z/7ac/in that Palme, O chat my people had Plal.81.1z, 
hearkened unto me, and Iſrael had Walked in my Ways | { ſhould Ver.16, 


then have fed them with the fineſt of the Wheat;avd With hony out of 


the Rocke ſhould 1 have ſatisfied them... 
(Eighth Paireare Proclamations.) 


I. For the Ban/bment of Prieſts and Jefuites, and 2. For the 


Diſarming of Papits, O what a double ſtabbe were theſe (if 
well ſet home) to all the Popiſh Fa&tion in England ? This 
would be a two-fold diſ-arming to them, evena Giritoall and 
a corporall ; yea it might have brought them to ſuch aftrait, as 
Iſrael was brought into by the Philiſtins,when both their Smiths 
and their weapons were taken from them. But theſe [94/5] 
too have had bad Executors or Executioners (as it ſcemes) and 
therefore here againe I might take up thoſe other verſes of the 


1Sam.13.6, 
V-I.19,10, 2t, 


fore-cited Plalme, Heare 6 my people, and I Will teſtifie unto thee: '(. 81,8. 
O Iſrael if chow Wilt hearken unto me, 1 ſhould ſoone have ſubdued ©! 45 5* 


their enemies, aud turnedmy band againft their adverſaries. The 
haters of the Lord faonld have ſubmitted themſelves unto him-, _ 
T : their 
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" aloe time ſhowld have endured for ever. 
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For the ninth Pazre, let us joyne together, 

1, The downing of ſo many Monopolies by Proclamation, 
as they came up, and 2. The Command for a publike Thanke/: 
giving; in which all Minifters were required topublith to their 
people, the /oyalty, integrity and faithfullneſſe of our Brethren of 
Scotland, and that all Declarations Proclamations, Afts, Books, 
Libels and Pampblets made _ them ſhould be ſuppreſſed, 
Whodurſt for feare of his. life to have prophecied ſuch a thing 
for a yeare or twoagoc? Nay, what Minilter ſoever at that 
time thould have ſpoken but a charitable word in publike of 
that people, and: of: their p——_—_ he might have met 
with enough Captaines, which would have bin ready to deale 
with him, as.Captain 1ryab dealt with Feremiah, He rooke Te- 
remiah the Prophet, ſaying, thou fulleſt away to the Chaldeans, 
Then Jeremiah ſaid, it is falſe, But he hearkened not to him, 

but brought him to the Princes : Wherefore the Princes Were 
Wroch With Jeremiah, and {mote him, and put him in priſon, 
and caft him into the Dungeon, Then was not this a choyce Ad- 
dition of mercy ? But now how groſlſcly this day of Thankeſgi- 
»ing hath bin negle&ed, we doe all know : But let this ſatisfie 
to be ſaid of thoſe negleers, their forwardneſle to the warre 
may be ſufficiently ſeen, by their backwardneſſe to give thanks 
for this bleſſed peace, | 

(Tenth P aire finally muſt be,) 

I, The Rerarne and Releaſe of our innocent ſufferers, and 2.,1n 
Read of them, rhe flight and puniſoment of the gmlty. O the ex- 
a& and wonderfull Juſtice of the Almighty 1 To fee poor men 
which were adjudged to ſevere ſufferings and perpetuall exile, 
yet fetcht home againe and releaſed by publike Votes and Ac- | 
clamations. Nay, and (which doubles the wonder) then, to 
ſee tome of their Cenſurers tobecome Priſoners and exiles in 
their roome; But Iam too narrow in ſpeaking of perſons on- 
ly, here is the wonderof Miracles, to ſee a whole Nation bani« 
{hed atonce, and yet (at laſt) publifhed loyall and dutifall, in 
that other Nation whence they were baniſhed, while their &- 
nemies (meane time) are faine-tofly, lye and dye as traiterous 
Incendiarics, I ſhall cloſe up this-poinr, and'fe the whole don- 

ble 
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ble decad with that Proverbe of Salomon, The Wicked ſhall be | | 
aranſome fir the Righteons,and the tranſgreſſor for the Uprighr.So oe 
much be ſpoken concerning Additions, 


The Sixthand laſt obſervable head in our Deliverance, 
1 called PROBABILITIES, 


This head doth anſwer ſomewhat to that third Branch of 
the former ranke, which wenamed Preventios;becauſc it doth 
concerne good rhings (as that did evils) approaching, And 
by it I doe underſtand all Like/yhoods or Grounds of hope for 
wore good and mercy, then we have yet reccived, either by 
continuance of old favonrs, or by the Adaitions of new ones, 

Pueſt, But you may aske me, What meane you by thoſe 
more goed things, and what are the Grownds of eur hopes for 
them? 

Anſw.1, By thoſe [ good things] I meane the increaſe of all 
the five former Branches in more eminent deprees ; as more 
Stoppage, more Removall, mare Prevention, yea longer Conting- 
ance, and mcre Additions. But if you would have it in ſhort, I 
meane a compleate Deliverance and a thorow Reformation. 

. 2, By the Grownas of our hopes, 1 meane, thoſe zopicks or 
common places of hope, which may be gathered and obſerved 
for our incouragement, and theſe are three ; Some we may 
gather by otſerving the carriage and condition of the Enemy, 
others we may gather from the Church, and the third fort from 
the Lord himſelfe and his engagements. 

I, Commor-plareor Ground of our hope of a perfet# Delive- 
rawce and compleate Reformation 1s gathered, by obſerving Ground I» . 
the Encmies at this time, And this doth yeeld us divers 
particulars, as 

Firſt, in that the Lord doth Ds/cover and Dsſprare the exe- 
mies of Deliverance and Reformation, As Simon Magus was dil- AQ 3.9. 
covered by Philips preaching, He had uſed mR_” und bewitched ver.10. 
the people of Samaria for a long time, {aying that he himſelfe Was Vo: 12+ 

poo og. one, to Whom pe gave £7 Tos at [aft wm cache 
masked, and then hu rime is but ſhort. This alſo is the Argue : Tim. 3.9, 
ment that Saint Paul giveth to 7 imothy, for the Probability of 
cutting offthoſe Heretikes of whom he ſpeaketh, But they ſhall 

| F 1 prevaile 
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Ver. f 3. 


Bxod. 14.24. 
ver: 25. 
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evaile no farther, why 2 for their folly ſhall be manifeſt to all men: 
4 then, when the folly (that is, the wickedneſſe and witleſ. 


neſſe) of the encmies are made knowne 3 when their hypocri.. 


fie, deceipts, malice, &c. doe begin to be diſcovered, then 
*tis very probable that they ſhall not proceed any further, their 


market is marred. And is it not ſo with oar Encmies at this - 


time >: their vailes, wizards, maskes and periwigs are plucked off, 
ſo that men ſee them in their colours, Tb 

Secondly, they are met withall and crofſed ( evenby a Di- 
vine hand) in all their plots, projeAs and conſpiracies, As the 


red againſt Iſracl and rooke counſel With his ſervants, ſaying, in 
ſach a place ſhall be my camp. And the man of God ſent unto the 
King of Iſrael, ſaying, Beware that tho paſſe not ſuch a place, 
for thither the Syrians are come downe, And the King of Iſra« 
el [ext to the place Which the man of God told him and Warned him, 
of, and ſaved himſelfe there, not once nor twiſe : Therefore the 
heart of the King of Syria Was ſore tr oubled for this thing, and 
he called hw ſervants andſaid unto them, Will ye not ſhew me Which 
of us ts for the King if Iſrael ? And one of hus ſervants ſaid, none 
my L ord, 6 King, but Eliſha the Prophet, that 5 in 1ſracl, tel- 
leth the King of 1iracl, rhe Words that thou. Feakeſt in thy bed- 
chamber, Now when the bed-chamber counſeis of traiterous 

Enemics doc come abroad, *tis a ſigne that they arc declining 

apace. The e/£gyprians we know were murours of incurable 

ſtubbornnefſe againit the Lord, and yet even they, when they 

ſaw that their hoaſt Was troubled, and that their. Chariot Wheeles 
Were taken off, ſs that they drave them heavily, even they do con- 

feſſe, *rus 1ime go flee from the face of Iſrael, for the Lord fighteth 
for them again /#. the Egyptians. And ſo*tis reported Fibol 

Spaniards that came againlt Eg/en4 in that Armado in Eighty 

erght, that ſeeing the windes, and ſeas, and all againſt them, 

they cryed out that God Was turned Lntheran, & (me thinkes) 

the preſent faftions of Papiſts, Anti-Deliverancers and Amti- 
Reformiſts, they might as well imagine now, that the Lord 
God is turned Covenanter and Puritan, I take the word fo, as 

thoſe men doc uſually abuſe it. And for mine owne part, af 


Prophet E/z/hadireted the King of 1/7ael to meet with the 
King of Syriain allthis ſtratagems, Then the King of Syria war- . 


ter: 
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ter the way which many perſons doe call Prriranime, fo 
defire I to worſhip the Lord God of my Fathers. But this 
is a ſecond ſigne of their tottering, and of our ſtanding up- 
right. 

Thirdly, (which fulloweth from both the former ) they 3. 
doe grow weaker continually, both in their party, and in _ | 
their ſpirits, *'Tis ſaid, There Was lonr Warre berweene the © Sam 3. v.1, 
houſe of Saul and the houſe of David : but David Waxed ſtron- 
ger and ſtronger, and the houſe of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 
Yea, and in Sax/s owne particular caſe, ſee how ſpirit-falne _ 
he1s, when his deſtruction approacheth. And Samuel {aid * 239-38. v.1s 
ro Saul, Why haſt than di/quieted me, to bring me up ? And Saul 
anſwered, 1 am =_ aiFtrefſed : for the Philiitines make Warre 
againſ} me, and God ts departed from me, and anſwereth me* no- 
more, neither Ly Prophets, nor by dreames : therefore I have 
called thee that thou mayeſt make knowne unto me What I ſhall doe. 
Andafter, hearing his doome from the Divell , 7hen Saul 
fell ſtraight way all along on the earth, and Was fore afraid, bt- 
cauſe of the Words of Samuel, and there Was no ſtrength in 
him, 

But you will fay, nay, rather the Znemics now doc grow ,,, 
more deſperate and couragious. | ; 

No, there is a vaſt diff:rence betwixt deſperateneſfe and Anfo 


Ver, 20, 


| valour, though for the firſt fit they may ſceme to be alike. 


There is great oddes betwixt the playing of Fiſhes in the 
pond, and their frisking in the kettle, though both may 
ſceme alike, . Neſperate attempts are ſure badges,both of a con- 
quered man, and a coward : for though dead men cannot bite, 


yet dying perſons doe bite moſt deadly, Thelc arc grounds of 


Probibility from the Enemies, 

But from the Church and the Reforming party, we may Gromnd.2. 
gather Arguments, quite contrary to all theſe three. - For 
I, Their Connſet's doe profper, like that of Haſhai againſt 
Achitophel. And Abſalon and all the men of Iſracl faid, the 2 Sam. 17,v,14 
counſel of Huſhai the Archite, # better then the counſel of Ahi- 
tophel ; fir the. Lord had appointed to defeat che counſel of "A- 


hitophel. And 2. They arenow more and mote Honourable 


before all tollerable men, as was Joſeph, comming out of Sen.41,y zy 
t:'3: priſon, 
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Dan.6.y.28, priſon, and Darie/out of the den of Lyons, Yea the hand of 
| the Lord is upon them for good, as it was with the ſame 
Foſeph and Danicl, 3, In ſhore, both their parry and their 
$þirits, doe in a comfortable degree, :c#eaſe and grow con.” 
zinuall, as it Was with the houſe of David before ment1o- 
ned. | 
Gronnd.3s 3. Probable ground of Deliverance and Refirmation, are the 
Lords Ingagements in this bufinctle, and theſe are of twe 
ſorts. 
Firſt, his Ingagements to the worke it ſelfe, as an helper, 
Auxiliary or beginner, and theſe ought to ſapport our hope 
not alittle, Itisan Argument with which I find the Saints 
in Scripture doe much [tay their hopes, and prefle the Lord 
in times of great provocation and periil, As when they had 
committed that great ſinne in making a Ca/fe, and the Lord 
£x0d,33.7:9+ had a kinde of delire to conſuine them z yet Moſer uſeth this 
ver-10,H1,12 Argument to appeaſe wrath and to continue-preſervation, 
2 Chro. 20.1,2 and doth obtaine his requeſt, So when 7ehoſraphar was in 
. triple danger, there were three Nations to one, againſt him: 
but he giveth himſclfe to prayer, and a maine argument of 
vr. 5,6,7. his prayer is ſet downe to be this. Arr nor thou our God Who 
 didſt drive out the Inhabitants of this land befire thy people | ſrael, 
and gaveſt it ts the ſeed of Abraham thy friend for ever ? Lo, 
with how many Relations and Ingagements deth he there 
pretſe the Lord ? His Relations doe lye in theſe wordes, Om 
God, thy peopte, and the ſeede of Abraham thy friend : The In» 
$3 gagcments in theſe words, Thor didſt drive out the inhaks. 
Wht tants of this land, and gaveſt it to the ſeede of Abraham, 8c, Bre- 
thren, let us in an humble and edifying way, to the Lord 
honour, the works promotion,and our encoura:zement, edife 
| | . one another with theſe ſayings, This 1s the Lords Ingage 
"8 ment tothe work as an helper, 
f: | 2. Is, his Ingagement againſt the Enemies as a Party, dt 
oi a Principall. And this we may gather if we looke upon tht 
1 great blaſphemyes of the Excmies, even agcainſt the Lotl 
himſelfe. *Tis good newes tor the Church when her &# 
mics are growne rancke in b/a5þ/emy, when they are con 
fo farre as to deſpight the power of godlinefſe, and to hat 
holinel 
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holineſſe ( quatenzs inſam ) as holyneſle : for then the Lord 


himſelfe doth take the matter into his owne hand, and will 


be a principall in the cauſe, and this ought to be our comfort. 
See a ground for it in Scripture, in the caſe of Hezekiahs 
diſtreſle. when Rab/aakeb had rayled againſt the wayes of the 
Lord [7 in him, ] {ce how God doth take it to himſclfe, And 


Ifaiah aid unto them ( that is, to the ſervants of King Heze- 36 


hiah,) thus ſhall ye ſay to your Maſter, thus ſaith the Lord be 
not afraid of the Words Which rhou haſt heard, Wherewith the ſer- 
wants of the King of Syria have blaijhemed [me.} marke the 
laſt ſyllable my He gocth on, Behold [ Will [end a blaſt 
upon him, and he ſhall heare 4 rumour, and returne to his owne 
land, and } will cauſe him to fall by the ſword in his owne land. 
Yea, the Lord doth put himſelfe into the quarrell, how haſt 
thog reproached and bluſphemed ? and againſ® Whom haft thou 
exalted thy woice, and lifted up thine eyes on high ? even againſt 
the holy one of [ſrael, By thy ſervants haſt thou reproacked the 
Lord,&&c. But 7 know thint abode, and thy going out, and thy 


comming in, and thy rage againſt 'ne,] Becauſe thy rage 


againſ#| me. ] and thy tumulr is come up ir to mine eares: there- 
fore I will put my hooke in thy noſe, and my bridle in thy lipps, and 
I will turne thee backe by the way by which thou came, Thus, 


when the Lord is ingaged to a worke as an Auxiliary, or Luk 21.v.28. 


againſt the Enemies as a Principal, then let the Adverſaries 
looke to it : bet let the yighteors lift up their head, for (in Pro- 
bability) their red:mption draweth nigh. 

But although there areall theſe ſeverall grounds of Proba- 
bilities, yet let me tell you (to prevent ce2fidence ) that 
there are alfo ſome Improbabilities of the proſperous ſuccefſe 
of this worke, there are Bitts as well as Spurres, yea many 
arough winde and tyde is againſt it : and therefore we ſhould 


Lord With feare, and reioce with trembling. Rejoyce we 
may for the Probabilities; but we mult alſo [r7remble] to 
confider what /mprobabilities there arc. Would we heare fome 

of them ?- | 
1. Then firſt conſider our generall Backwardneſſe and #n- 
willingneſſe to be Refirmed, Remember againe that place of 
| : Exchkiel, 
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ver.24, 


ver,28. 
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- doe well to follow that counſzll of the Pfalmilt, Serve the py ,y 1 
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grumble againſt the Parliaments zeale and diligence Be- 
ſides, thoſe Declarations, Orders and Edifts, which tend to 
purging and puniſhing of wickedneſle, what negle& of them, 
what diſputes againſt-them doe we heare of, on all fides? 
Brethren, theſe things doc not a little ſet backe the ballince of 
mine hopes. | 

2. Improbability, may be, the 199 much dullneſſe, ſelfe-love, 
and ſelfs. ſecking of too many Profeſſors even in theſe times, 
Baſe feare, muddy covetouſneſſe, and Reſerving pride, theſe 
doe benumme their tongues, fingers, heads and hearts, fo 
that they doe not pleade, ſpend, contrive and pant, for the 
publique good of Zion. Here I may fitly take up thoſe words 
of our. Saviour, (though ſpoken in another ſence) For the 
day of vengeance ts in mine htart, and the yeere of my redeemed 
# come. But how was it entertained ? And 7 looked and there 
was none to helpe : and I wondred that there was none to uphold, 
{iponſuch a groundas this was that exclamation of /recmiah, 
o that I had in the Wilderneſſe a lodging place of wayfaring men, 
that I might leave my people an1 'goe ron them. Why? Foy 
they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth, they proceed ſrom 
evill to evill,and they know not me ſaith the Lord, Thele arc Im- 
probavilitics. 

Secing then that there is both hope, and hazard, perill and 
poſſibility in the buſineſſ:, oh what, and how may we doc 
» our particulars, to remove our fearcs, and to attaine our 
Hopes ? 

7 anſwer againe, be Ative, be Attive. I have alrcady 
ſhewed you [ Wherc5s Jand I thall now adde only to ſhew you 
[Wh:refore] or why we muſt be thus Afive. My defireis 
to ltirre us up by ſome motives to further the worke be- 
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Is tw fuk ma om ci. . 


A. a 


5 A. EI. os. AM Rb i. FO Ee MDGs 


"oy 


Holy and Loyall Afiivity. 65 
- Firſt, conſider the great Peri/, the manifold »n/chieffis, Motive 1 = 
and Inconveniences of an imperfeXt Reformation and Deli. © > 
verance. 1 ſay againe, the manifold mſchiefs, for they are dis 
verſe. As 

I, In reſped of the Lord himſelfe, who is hereby 'pro- 
voked and offended farre more then ifnothing at all had bin 
done. Halfe-ſervice is as bad, and ſometimes worſe to hin 
then none; and therefore ſuch aremiſſe ſervant is accurſed. 
Curſed 14 every one that doth the Worke of the Lord negligently. g 
God will have ſervice ( 4s /ove ) with all the heart, mind, 20 _ Ku 
ſoule and ſtrength. We know what a brand and blemiſh * © 
there is ſet in Scripture, upon the memories of thoſe Kings 
which did Reforme in part, but not thoroughly : becauſe the 3 King. 14.1.4. 
high places were not taken away. Thus we find a blet upon 2 Killg,15.Vo4e 
——_— Azariah, upon Jotham,8&c, Thus in refpe& 28" 
of God. 

2. Such an halfe-ſtroake in Reformation doth breed an 
Inconvenience in reſpect of the worke it {elfe, for that is here» 
by made farre more difficult, then if it had never bin attemp- 
ted. A foule cloth that hath bin ſlim'd (as they fay) in 
waſhing, ſo that the dirt is ſcalded into it, will require farre 
more labour to clenſe it, then if it had never bin touched. A 
wild Colt that hath once caſt his rider, will put him doubly to 
it,to fit him the next time, 

3.Yaa,in reſpe of other after-reformers too,ſuch an halfe 
doing will be no ſmall diſheartning and prejudice unto them, 
in caſe they may ſet upon the ſame worke in time to come. 
What? (will it be ſid ) will theſe men doe more, then, 
their wiſe predeceſſors could compaſſe ? Tuth, this attempt 
is an old fancy, a ſtale proje& : Thus, in ſach and ſuch a 
time of old there were ſome of your humour that made a 
great noyſe of Alterations, and Reformatiens, they for- 
ſooth would needs doe ſtrange buſineſſes, but what was the 
iſſue? exther nothing or a very ſmall matter. Thus the cure 
Is made more ditficult to thoſe Phylitians which ſhall come 
after, and they by this meancs are diſcouraged from the un« 
dertaking. - : 
4+ But eſpecially ſuch imperfc& attempts and meere be- 
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ginnings of a Reformation and Deliverance, arc moſt.miſ- 
chicyous in regard of the Enemies of thoſe workes, and that 
more wayes then one ; for by this mcanes, 1, They doe be- 
come more bold, and audaciors in their evils, according to 
that of the Preacher, Becauſe ſentence againſt an evill Worke 
6 not executed Spredily ( I may put 11 thorowly,)) therefore the 
heart of the ſonnes of mea ts fully ſet in them to doeevill ; or at 
leaſt the enemies doe hereby grow more /46r:1 and cartious 
(ifnot more impudent,) As alox that hath ence broken the 
{nare or ginne, it will coſt you double art, paynes, and pa- 
tience, to get him upon that advantage againe : So if once 
the Enemies can eſcape ſuch a ſcowring, they will worke 
more wiſely ever afterward, and tenne to one, if ere you take 
themſo fairely upon the hyp in future times, 2, But chiefe- 
ly ſuch ſhort ſparring ( as we ſay) doth make the Enemies 
more fierce, cruell and malicious, againf all the Reforming ' 
party for.ever afterward. When Aofes and Aaron did at- 
tempt and begin the Redemption, and Deliverance of //rael 
out of £gypt, and that they had made but an entrance upon 
the worke, they had but broken the ice with Pharaoh, cons 
cerning letting the people goe : Lo, then for a time it is 
farre worſe with the poore Hebrewes then ever before; for 
the tale of their brick_u doubled, ſtraw is denyed them, and in- 
ſeed thereof, ſtripes are /ayed upon them. Suppoſe: now that 
thoſe two great Dcliverers ( Moſes and Aaron ) had I:ft 
the worke 1n this plight, had they not bin rather enemies, 
then friends to //rac/jn ſodoing ? But once more, Suppoſe 
that the «/£gyprians had recovered the 1ſraehtes back againe, 
when they purſucd them to the red-Sca? Oh then, what 
triple tasks 'of bricks, with Scorpions inſtead of rodds, 
would they have layed upon them ? To illuſtrate this 
poynt alittle more cleerely: Suppoſe a hunter, or Wood- 
man, in ſhooting of a Stagg, or Wilde-Boare, doth not 
ſtrike it dead in the place, but onely wounds it: is not then 
the ſhooter himſelfe in as much danger as the game? is 
it not time for him preſently to fly for his owne life, for 
feare leaſt the bleeding beaſt doth fall upon him? . Or onee 
more,. Suppoſe that a Prieſt or Levite of old, when he had 


a Bull 


| —— = 


{- | a Bull or Bullock tyed to the hornes of the Altar ; ſuppoſe 
t |} (1fay) that hehad given it ſuch afaint blow upon the head, 

- as might onely have amazed the furious beaſt, and cauſed 

oO | him to breake the cordes, had it not then bin high time 

e | for the man to leeke tohimſclfe, for feare leaſt the Sacri- 

b fice ſhould have off:red up the Prieſt > We know that the 

t | Philiſtines brought  downe Sampſon very low : for they Juqg.ts. 
4 did thave off the /ocks of his = and with them his ver. 1g. 
e | ſtrength, they did put out his Eyes, and bound him with ver. 21. 
= | ferters of braſſe, and he did grinde in the priſon houſe. A 
e | man would have thought that this enemy of theirs had 
e | bin ſatticiently difabled from hurting them for ever after: 
Cc but the caſe was otherwiſe, for in time the haire of his ver.22. 
= | head began to grow againe, and at laſt, when they made 
s 

3 


but a play-game of h1m, he was at once avenged of them ver. 35. 
for his two eyes : Yea, he pnlled downe that houſe-full Ts 
of the Philiftines at one plucke, ſo that the dead which he "3" 

fl | flew at his death, were more then they. which he ſlew in 

n | his life, Therefore there is no good truſting of ſhaven, blind, 

* | bound and impriſoned Sampſons ; their haire may grow 

s | againe, and then woe to the other ſide” if ever they reco- 

r | yer hold faſt in the pillars of the houſe, In ſhort, whoſoe- 

I- | yer doeth not ſtrike home in caſes of great Reformations, and 

if publike as of Z-ſtice, he doth but irritate the enemy, to 

it the extreme perill of himſelfe. 1 doc here remember that 

S, ſpeech of Geliah unto David, and may well allude nntoit, | 
e Chuſe you out a man fir you (ſaith he) ard let him come 1 Same17«8,9. 
C downe to me, if he be able to fight With me, and to kill me, then _.., 
at Will we be your ſervants, but if ] prevaile againſt him, ther h-. 
F, ſhall ye be our ſervants and ſerve us, The like words me thinks F 
's | TI heare founding from the mouth of every grand-delinquent, 

l- | and from cach mighty eAnti-Refirmif# amongit us at this 


Xt time, Jf the Refermers be now able to match and yanquiſh us, 
ny then We muſt be ſervants for ever : but if our party can at 
ls this time prevaile, kill, and conquer them, then all ours, and 


r they ſhall be our perperuall ſervants, and ſerve us. And hence 
© (1 ſuppoſe) doe ſpring all thoſe divelliſh Treaſons, and 
belliſh Machinations of the Adverfarics, in all: the three 
K 2 Kijng- 
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Ye Is 4 5. 


Kingdomescver fince the beginning of this Parliament, 1/5, 
Scottiſh and Engliſh Rebellions , Treaſons and Confpira- 
fies. The enemies arc buſie (like their father the Diyell,) 
becauſe their time is ſhort : Now or never therefore, let 
the holy, and loyall fide beſtirre themſelves too, even in 
their owne defence, And to ſet on this point yet more 
cloſely, we may allude in this caſe, unto that ſpeech of our 
Saviour concerning the re-entry of the uncleane ſpirit. when 
the uncleane Ffirit ts gone ont of a man, he walkerh thorough 
dry places, ſeeking re#h, and finding none, then he ſaith, I Will 
returne inta my houſe from Whence I came out, and When he is 


 gome, he findeth it empty, ſwept and garniſhed : Then goeth he 


aud taketh With himſelfs ſeven other Fpirits more Wicked then 


 bimſelfe, and they enter in and awell there, and the laſt ſtate of 


that man #s Worſe then the firſk, The States Eccleſialticall 
and Cjvill, in this Kingdome, were not long ſince peſtc- 
red, and in part poſſeſſed, with divers bad members, which 
were unto us like ſo many #ncleane Fpirits, ſome of theſe 
have bin lately diſpoſſeſſed ; I meane, by flight, impriſon- 
ent, death ; 1o that at preſent, we doe walke through dry 
places, that is, in better wayes, ſeeking reſt, and a thorow ' 
Reformation + but if now we finde ne, then, then, let us 
be ſure that thoſe ( Cacodemons ) evitl Ffirits, may returne 


 againe, and take with themſelves many other ſpirits more 


Wicked then themſelves, and (it poſlible ) enter in, and dwell 
here, and the laſt ſtate of this Nation ſhall then be Worſe then the 
firſt. The Lord grant that it be not even ſo unto this Ge- 


neration, In briefs ( my Brethren) let me ſpeake it as cf- 


feAnally, as I doe now faithfully fay it. The Bſſed Re- 


formers and their Adbherents, doc at this time ( as they ſay ) 


hold a Wolfe by the eares, By the Wolfe I doe underſtand, all 
Papifis and Delingnents, 1t they chance to let goe this rave- 
nous beaſt, he may turne againe, and all to rent them; if 
they hold it there for longer time, this alſo may be peri- 
_ A third way yct remaineth, and that is, to be ſure and 
wirt, 
5. Finally, Such ſhort-ſhooting may much redound, or at 
kaſt be ebjeRed, to the diſhonour of the atremprivg m_rm_y 
or 


Va ee I IS. a "Gp. Hou. He. i. ib, Bio, 9p. Fs. RE bs £9. OR. 


Holy and Loyall Aftirvity. 69 


for will not after ages, yea, the preſent enemies, be bold 

to put upon them that Proverke in the Goſpell , concer- 

ning weake builders, and ſay, Theſe men did begin to build, 

bus they Were not able to finiſh ? So much for a firſt Mo- Lu,r4.30, 
tve,' 

A ſecond meanes to ſtirre up Aivity may be taken from 1forine 2 
eur common intereſt in this Worke, Conlider that thy ſelfe, : 
and all thine, have a deepe ſhare in this deck, I meane, if 
theu beclt a true Proteſtant and agocd Subjet, This was 
Afordecars firſt Argument to Queene Heſter, Thinke not with pq 4-13 
thy ſelfs that thou ſhalt eſcape in the Kings Houſe morethen all : 
the Tews : So fay I to every one that heareth me this day, what 
Religion doſt thou profeſſe? Art thou aPapiſt or aProteſtant?If 
a Proteſtant, then I muſt tell thee. Thinke not with thy ſelfe 
wherſoever thou art, that thou ſhalt eſcape, more then all the 
Proteſtants : for the Iriſt-Rebels, the Traitonrs and Con Sira- 
tours in Scotland and England, yea, the whole Anti- Parlia- 
mentary guilty party, in all three places, are generally, either 
Fapiſts in tongue or Popith jn heart, 

Deſtion, But thou wilt ſay, I am neither Papiſt nor 
Puritan , the middle and moderated way is my de- 
wer © 

eAnſwer, True, wee have both Charch-Papits and 
Maſſe-Proteſtants, yea turther (if you will) there are a- 
mongſt us, both meere Paſſive Irotcſtants, and Active 
ones, the latter are accounted Puritans, and the former 
are little better then men imdifterent : but to bee ſhort, 
art thon a Proteſtant indeed, thar 1s, compleatly O:cho- 
dox in Doctrine, and firmely conſcientious in practice ? 
Then I tell thee once againe, that thou art no better then 
an Hereticke, yea a Puritan, in the Definition and account 
of true Rowaniſts, How long therefore halt yee betwixt 
two wayes and opinions, betwixt Popery and Purity ? Be 
aſſured Brethren, there is no third Tra& to b2 found, and 
to convince you of this ( for wee had need of convicti- 
on jn this point ) conſider ſzriouſly theſ: two grounds or 
reaſons. 

1. Firſt, Chriſt himſelfe doth make but two wayes 
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and pgatcs, and two forts of Travellers, in, and to them, 
Enter yee in at the ſlraight Gate : For Wide 44 the yate 
and broad is the Way that leadeth to deſtruftion, and many 
there be that goe in thereat ; becauſe ſtraight is the gate, and 
narrow # the Way Which lealeth unto life, aud few there bee 
that finde it, There we have a divilton of all perſons in the 
world, into two ranckes, Cur/ed and Bleſſed, and he gives 
us two markes of the latter fort, you may know them by 
their ſtrineſſe in praiſe, and pauſity of number. Againe, 
our Saviour faith elſwhere, He that 14 nor With me 7s againit 
me, and he that gathereth not With me ſcattereth abroad ; ther- 
fore Chriſt himſelfe doth make but two principall ſides now 
amoneſt us. 

2, But if the Popiſh, rebellious or Anti-Reforming party 
ſhould now prevaile ( which Ged forbid ) they alſo would 
paſſe a Dicottomy upon us all, they would make but two 
parts of all the people in Ezgland, cither we mult turne 
Catholikes ( as they call it) or elſe, we ſhall be Heretiks 
and Puritans in their Kalender : and therefore if there be 
any perſons, preſent or abſcat, which doe dreame of get- 
ting ſifety by compounding, and halfe-ſyding, let thoſe 
Batts know, that their lot in the conclution, 1s like to be 
no better, then was that of the wily Gibeonites which made 
a crafty lying league with 1/rael, See the iflue of their come 
poſition, firſt, they are both accurſed and inthraled, even by 
thoſe with whom they made their league ; Saith Fo/bxa to 
them ( when he had ſpied their Cap.) N ow therefore yee 
are dccurſed, and there ſhall rione of you be freed from being 
bond-men, and hewers of Wood and drawers of Water, for the 
Houſe of my God, And afterward King Sax, he doth mai- 
facre or ſlay them in his zea/e to the children of 1/rae/and 
Fadah. Let all the Englith Gibeonires of theſe times looke 
for the like reward in the latter end, and remember (till, 
that theirs was ſlavery and ſlaughter, In a word, the grea- 
teſt favour that ſixch Newters may expe&, can be but this, 


they may finde ſo much favour, as to be eaten laſt, and to 


be ſerved in for the murtherers {ſecond courſe, That 1s the 
next Motive. 
Thirdly, 
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' Thirdly, Conſider that the Lord can and_will effe& this Alotive 3. 


great worke without us, but then it ſhall be to our grea- 
ter colt and damnage, This was another of Aordecas ar- 
guments to Queene Z ther, For if thow altogether haldeſt thy 
eace at this time, then ſpall their inlarfement and Deliverance 
ariſe to the Fewes frm another place, but thou a1d thy fathers 
Hoeſe ſpall be deſtroyed, Let me clap this {purr in theſides 
cf every dull and unaftive perſon that heares me this day, 
the Lord will never te baſled in his worke, but yet thou 
2nd thine may be ruined, for not conferring your hel. Our 
backwardnefſe may hinder our ſelves, though it be not an 
hinderance to the worke. See an example to this purpoſe, 
in the cold reward of fearefull Barak, he had a faire pro- 


phche and promiſe, to 1nceurage him to goes againſt Syſe-, 
rt, the Captaine of 744ins army ; but he is timerous and * 


dirrſt not to adventure himſelfe alone, but will have Debo- 
r455 (a woman) to goe with him, or elſs he will not go; 
Now what doth the Lord looſe, or Barak gaine by this 
fearcfullneſſe ? Surely, the Lords worke is done neverthe- 
lefſe : For God ſubined on that day Jabin the Kizg of Cas 
naan : But Baraks wages they are much the l:fMe, 7 Will 
ſurcly gee With thee (faith Deborah) notwithſtanding the jour = 
ey Which thou takeſt ſhall not be for thine honorr, for the 
Lord ſhall ſell Syſcra into the hand of a Woman, A juſt and 

roportionable puniſhment, if Barak will play the woman 

y his fearcfullneſſe, and will nzeds have a woman to goc 
with him, moſt juſt it is that a woman ſhould take the 


honour of the day from him. Take bur one pretident more : Sam. 15.3, 


to fortific this Votive, the man is King Sam, he is com-. 
manded to deltroy Amalck utterly; but he doth this work 
of the Lord negligently , and ſpareth King Agag and the 
belt of the ſpoyle. Whats the iſſue ?: 1s Agags life ſaved 
by this meanes ? No, but the ſiwerd of Samrell cuts him 
off, Or is King Saw a gainer by his remiſſencſſe ?- No, 
but it coſts him his Crowne and Scepter. So our cowat=- 
diſe and negligence, aboat the publicke worke at this 
time, though jt cannot hinder the Lord , yet may it 
prejudice and undoc, both our ſclves. and our polteri- 
\ tyes, Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Conſider the opportuaity of this ſeaſon, and 
r honourable priviledge, in being brought forth at ſuch 
a time, This is oraccas laſt argument to Eſther, And 
Who knoweth Whether thou art come to the Kingdome for [ach 
a time as this ? This Motive (it ſeemes) did firike the 
ſtroke with Queene Eſther, and carried her thorow all dif- 
: $& ficultics, ſo that now neither the wrath of a King, nor 
* the late ſad preſident of Queene Yaſthi, no, nor the feare 

of death it ſelfe could hold her in, When the Lord hath 
a purpoſe to doe great publike workes of Reformation and 
Deliverance, and doth ſo farre honour any of his ſervants, 
as to bring them forth in ſuch a nick, yea, and (perhaps ) 
to call them to that ſervice, it is then their duty, and the 
Lerds expeation, that they would indeavour to raiſe, fit 
and proportion their ſpirits to the worke that is ſet before 
them : yea and God himſelfe at ſuch times is ready to be 
with them in an extraordinary meaſure. Thus, when the 
Lord would have that firſt Temple bnilded at Ternſalem,what 
hr 22.0, 102 King didhegiveunto 1/racl ? he was no lefſe then a Jeds- 
: gy diah and a Salomon (beloved of the Lord and peaceable ) 
i Kin.cap 5, Nay how doth that King indeavour to fit and furniſh him- 
ſelte, both by prayer for wiſdome, and by diligent contriyall 

Ezra 5.1,2. for materials? So for the building of the ſecond Temple, what 
active Prophets and Princes, did the Lord raiſe up, and how 

doe they rowſc up themſelves for that worke ? as Haggaiand 

Zechariah, with couragious Zer «bbabell and Zeſhna, beſides 

Neh.3.1. Ezraand Nehemiah about the ſame time: So in building of the 
walls of Jeruſalem ; what choice and forward ſpirits doe we 

find,in that third Chapter of Nehemiah, firſt among the Prieſts 

and afterward from the Princes, and from them it runneth 

ver. 8, down tothe very Tradeſ-men, as Gold-ſmiths, Apothecaries,and 
ver,z2. Merchants, Inlike manner, when the Lord hada purpoſe to 
root out Baal, Tezebell and Ahabs poſterity, what a man for 

2 Kingca.9.10, the nonce did he raiſe up, even furious Teh the ſon of Nimſti? 
And ſo in England heretofore, when the time was come for 

rooting out thoſe Romiſh Baalites, and that Babiloniſh Jezabell 

did not God raiſe up our EnghiſbTehn, (King Henry the cighth) 

a man made for the purpoſe? Brethren, let us lay this to our 
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hearts, we all (of this ageand I fand) are now honoured, to 


be the SpeRatours of a wonderfull worke, yea, and ſome ofus 
(perhaps) are borne to be happy inſtruments thereof in ſome 


degree ; © let us take thisgratious opportunity as an honou- aragnw an. - 
rable bleſſing, letus improve it richly, to the honour of him, mu magnaw 
who hath ſo highly honoured us, Yea, let every one that can /or!unam decer. 


doe any thing (and who cannot holily, and loyally doe ſome- 


thing towards this work?) let him or her ſay with themſelves, | 


Who knoweth whether } am come to my preſent place, caſe and conds- 
tion, for ſuch a time as this ? 

1, Furſt, letevery Magiſtrate and Officer fay with himſelfe, 
who can tell, whetherIam made a Maivr or 7«ſtice of the 
Peace, &c, inſuch an eminent County, City or Borough, for 
ſuch a time as this ? namely, that I may promote and cnliven 
within my Sphearc the Declarationsand Orders that doc come 
from Parliament, thatT may certifie againſt contemners effe- 
Qually, and may to my utmoſt apprehend and ſend up all that 
ſhall let and offend the preſent worke, Nay (me thinks) the 
very wiresof ſuch Magiſtrates, may as well ſay to themſelves, 
as Mordecas did to Eſther the wife of King Ahaſhnerus, Who 
knoweth wbither we are come to our derived dignity and reflefted au- 
thority fir ſach times as theſe ? 

2. Inlike manner would I have every other inferiour Offi- 
cer, to commune with his owne heart in his Chamber, and 
fay, Iam now (ſuppoſe) a Conſtable, and ordinary ſervice 18 
not ſufficient incxtraordinary times, I am but ameane man 
(may another ſay) and have prayed (perhaps) heretofore for an 
occaſion and opportunity to further the Reformation, Lo,now 
Iam one of the Church-Wardens of my Pariſh, and there is a 
Declaration for aboliſhing of Crucifixes, &c, now put into my 
hands and even dropt into my mouth, A third man may tell 
his owne heart, there is now come downe an Order for ſetting 
»p of Leflares, andT ama wealthy leading man amongſt my 
Neighbours, ho knowes Whether I am come to this Pariſh, to this 
eſtate for ſuch a time as this ? ny 

3. But finally and — let this conſideration kindle 
the ſpirits of all faithfull Miniſters, and make them blaze with | 


holy, loyall flames of zcale and five O my Brethren, that ' 
| | we 
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wennworthy we, ſhould be made Warch-men and Paſtours,in 
ſach hopefull, and yet fearfull times as theſe, whoras ſo many 
of our better Predecefſours, have deſired to ſee theſe things, 
but could not ſee them, me thinkes, this conſideration hould 
melt and rariſhus, yea, it is almoſt enongh to make us cut up 
our fleſh into hearts, and (tt it were poſſible) to diſtribute and 
deale them abroad into the boſomes of our triends to enliven 
them. To winde vp all, let every ſoule that wiſheth well to 
our Zorn and Jeruſalem, to Church and State, caſt himſelfe and 
his upon the preſent Reformation; Let him (as a good Chrj- 
ſtian and true SubjeR) adventurehis A/in that bottome, *tis 
no ſmall hi-deranceto the publicke good worke, that many 
thouſands of people doc ſtand (i 4210) wavering in their 
' judgements andattzRijons, th:y have (as it were) one foot up-_ 
on the ſhore, and the other in the Ship : ſo that if the Sea doth 
chance to ſwell and grow rough, they are provided to retire 
to ſhoarc with fafety ; but*if the waters prove calme, they 
will goe off wholly into the Arke amongſt the Reformers,and 
this diviſion is the reaoy way to caſt away both ſhip and men : 
Let mc ſay therefore to all theſe as Saint Pas! ſaid of thoſe ſhip- 
men, which were about to forſake their veſſell in the ſtorme, 


AR.27.30,31e, Except theſe abide in the Ship yee cannot be ſaved, [ct us all accor- 


ding to our places leape off wholly with beth feet into the 
publike Arkeof Reformation, and now to ſet on this laſt Mo- 
tive with a paire of ſpurrs at parting, let us in our thoughts and 
imaginations, repreſent the paſt and future ages as now preſent 
to encourage and quicken our Activity, Firſt, for Paſt-ages, 
let us thinke and ſuppoſe with our ſelves, that ifour Anceftors 
of the laſt generation were now living againe, even thy fa- | 
ther, and mine, and his, thy hugband, wife, or (perhaps) bro- 
ther deceaſed (I ſpeakonly of ſuch dead friends as wiſhed well 
unto Z:9n) o how would theſe ſpit in the faces of ſome of 
their children, nephewesor kinſ-men, which are againft this Þ 
Reformation ? how would they checke and ſpurr up all their | 
midling kindred? but as for all'thoſe of their off ſpring that | 
goc theright way, 0, how would they kifſe,blefle and embrace 
them ? and what ſh ewers of fatherly benediQons would they || 


Ict fall upon their heads ? Brethren, let the very aſhes of our 
Anceſtors 


—_ —_————_ Ir 
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Anceſtors put ſome fire inte us. But ſecondly, for furwe ager 
too, thinke, o thinke upon your children yet unborne, or not 
growne up, poore ſoules they are not yet able to ſpeake for 
themſclves 1n this buſineſſe, but much of their' future happineſſe 
doth lie at the mercy of our preſent Activity. O let us give 
them cauſe to blefle our memories in the times to come, that 
ſo when they ſhall hereafter ſit upon our Tombes and Graves, 
they may there tell their children and childrens children, that 
they had fathers and grand-fathers once, which did live in a 
golden age of opportuniryes, and by their taking and improve- 
_ mentof thoſe ſeaſons, they did treaſure up unto us theſe bleſſed 
| legacies of 774th and Peace, which we and ours, do now cn» 
JOY. 
And now, what more can I adde ? what golden Texe of 
Scripture can I finde that is ſufficiently emphaticall to tip and 
cloſe up all this Diſcourſe ? Let it be that of Saint Paw 
to his Corinthians, we will but vary the number, 
and take it tvour ſelves, 1 Cor, 16, ver.g, 
A great Doore and effeftuall t opened 
” unto 15, and there are many ad- 
' ver/aries. The words arca 
| double ſpurr. 
* 
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| ExoD, CHaPil7: VERA | 

And it came to paſſe when Moſes held up bis band, 
that Iſrael prevailed : and when he ket downe his 
band, Amalek þr evailed,. | 


32 Lthough it be the proper element and errand of 
FN | a Miniſter to feede his people with ſpirituall 
&' knowledge and underſtanding, yet ts it alſo 
® YA upon our commiſſion to be your Nationall 

LLOUD Watchmen. Watchmen we are, to promote the 
————Yy good, and to girc warning againſt the evills gzex.; ;.y.25. 
of the land : If we faile in cither caſe ro Frow the Trumpet to F 
the people, then ſpall their blond be required at our hands, The ver.s, 
| conſideration of that heavy charge, doth cauſe me to cnter- 
poſe a Parentheſis betwixt mine ordinary Leures, and hath 2 
put me for a while upon a publike diſcourſe, It is concer- 
ning the Great things which are comming to paſſe in Eng- 
lard in theſe dayes. In this diſcourſe I am reſolved ( with Judg,z,y.re, 
Gideons men ) to blow my #ramper, though I breake my 20, 

NT Yr | pircher, 
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pitcher, and to hold forth to all that heare me, a famous exe | 
amole both of holineſf: and aFivity. The man 1s Hoſes, ob. 
ſerve his indeavour, and the ſucceſſes thereof, And it came to 
paſſe When Moſes held up,&c. : 

This Chapter doth preſent us with apaire of remarkable 
Hiſtories. One of //raels murmuring for water at Rephiaing, 
and the iffae thereof, that, to ver.,8*h, The ſecond of Amalcks 
treachery, with the conſequents thereupon; from ver.8", to the 
end. The very order of theſe two is obſerreable, and doth 
ſhew us, that where murmuring goes before, there enemics 
and invaſions doefollow after, But I paſſe on. 

In this latter Hiſtory we have divers particulars, as 

I. Firſt, the fight or battell it ſelfe, with the tforces on both 
ſides; Off:nſive, Amalek,ver. 8". Defenſive, FoSwah, with ſome 
choſen men of //rael,ver.9", 

2. Next, the eAuxiliaries or Aydes, aſliſting 1/raels party, 
they were Moſes, eAaronand Har, ver,to". and what they 
did,ſee ver.9,11,1 2. | 


3. Thirdly, the vi&ory it ſelfe, is ſet downe,ver.1 3, 
4- - Finally, the Memoriallof the whole is commanded and re- | * 
corded in the following verſes,14,15,16. | 
I ſhall handle the Text, Per precognita & pracepta. 


Firſt,laying downe the Premſes,then the Dottrine thereof, 

. 7. The Premiſes doe containe both Explanation and Divi 

ſion of the wordes. | 

Explanation, , 1" the Explanation we ſhall move and anſwer two 2ue- 
40NS. 


Dneft. What this Amalek was ? | , 

Lofw. They were a pcople deſcended from E/av, as I/rae! from | © 

Gen 36.v.12, Jacob. And Timna Was concubine to Eliphaz Eſaus ſore, -am 

ſhe bare to Eliphaz Amalck. | 

So that this grudge was hereditary, deſcended from E/« 

to his grand-child Ama/ck, who though a baſtard, yet proores 

Gen.27. v.41, tootrue an heire to that old hatred againſt «cob, for the birth- 

&c. right,and the bleſſing, | : 

reſt. What is meant by this a&ion or poſture of Aoſes,in holding 
| up his hands. DE 

Anſw. I find the phraſe to have divers uſcs and fignifications 

7 ot = Scripturs 
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Scripture, Sometimes *twas nſed, 

1. Civilly or Jadicially : it was a poſture uſed in taking of 
an Oath or Vow. Abraham ſaid to the King of Sodom, / have Gen 14.v.22. 
| bfted up my hand to the Lord rhe moſt high God That I Will vet-23. 
not take frem a thred even to a ſhoe latcher, &c. Tunis ren- 
ders it | [uravi elata manu ] I have ſworne by lifting up my 
hand. And againe, / lift up my hand to heaven, and ſay, [live Demt 32.40, 
for ever. | 

2, Sometimes it hath a Religious uſe, and that cither 

T. In befing, As Aaron lift up his hand toward the people j.ey.g.y,:2, 
and bleſfed them. 

2. Or inprayer, So ſometimes in petition, Heare the voyce pal. 18,y.4 
of my ſupplication When I cry unto thee, When I lift up my 
hand toward thy holy Oracle. And ſometimes in pray/es or | 
thankeſgiving, Lift up your hands in the Sanftuary and bleſſe Plal.134v.2, 
( or prayſe ) the Lord. | 

3. This poſture hath alſo a Miktaryuſe, it was uſed in 
Warre by ſuch as bare the enfigne or colours to a band of men, | 
Behold I Will lift up my hand to the Gentiles, andſet up my ſtan- 113.494v.22, 
dard to the people (1.e, ) Cumvexillo Evangeliy, With my Flag 
or banncr of the Goſpell, And in the fame ſence is that other 
text, the ſoule that doeth ought preſumpruonſly, elata manu, as a Numb.15.30, 
banner bearer ; With a highhana,/hall be cat off. 

In the Text this phraſe or poſture may have (I conceive) a 
double uſe or ſignification 3 Ret5gious and Military, 

I. The ation might be Religious, that Hoſes during the 
time of the battell did hold (or lift up) his hand to the Lord 
in prayer for victory. As Salomon is faid ro ſtand before the 1 King.8.v.22. 
Altar,and ro Sfread forth his hands towards Heaven, 

2, But chicfcly this poſture of Moſes was Military, Like 
a Standard-bearer or Enſigne he held up the rod of God in . 
his hand, ( that is, ſometimes in one hand, ſometimes in the 
other, ) as a hbanner, or a Flag, thereby to encourage the 
Souldiers which were now fighting in view, in the valley; 
for this rod of God had beenc an inftrument of divers for- 


mer Miracles and deliverances to that people, it turned Wa- 2 xcdib 


ters into bloxd, it brought in the Froggs, and the reſt of the g.0g.s ,&c. 
plagues upon eEgypr, In a word it was the fame rod _ 
; 
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did divide the red-Sea, and made a way of eſcape for 1/ral 
through the flouds, And therefore the holding up of this rod 
" to the fighting //raelites, was a filent Oration unto them, and 
did fignifie as much as this ſpeech, | | 
Looke hither O ye Hebrewes, and bechold the En/igne of 
the Lords preſence, and aſliſtance; this, this, is that rod 
which in my hand (by his power) did bring all thoſe pla- 
gues upon «£gypr, and at laſt paved your way, and the 
Heb 2.12. e-£gyprians Sepulchers, in the waters : remember ( therefore) 
that the Lord #4 fill the ſame, and hw yeeres doe not faile ; What 
is this eAwalck more then «9g ypr,that they ſhould beableto__ 
ſtand before this God, this Roa, this Fac. So much for 
Explanation. 
D 59/10», In the Diviſion of the words two parts offer themſclves, 
Firſt,here 1s Moſes his poſtzre ; and this is ſet downe Po- 
firively, the lifting up of bis hand, Privatively, the letting of it 
owne. 
Secondly,the diffrent ies or effes of both thoſe, for When 
Moſes held up bis hand,ſracl prevailed : and When he let dewne hu 
hand, Amalck prevailed, | 
Secondly, the Do@rine, which I called the Precepta,and it 
ſhall be the /ap or quinteſſence, diſtil'd out of all theſe branches 
thus unfolded,it muſt be this. 
DocTRINE, 

Dott. In times of ſolemne Conteſtation, When the true ("hurch lyes at 
Rake,every right member ought to beſtirre it ſelft in it's behalfe to 
the uttermoſ?. 

In the compleat handling of this point we ought to obſerve, 
1. The Explanation, 2,The Confirmation, 3.The Application 
thereof, | 

Explanation. In times of ſolemne (onteſtation} that is, when there is 
any publike ſtriving or bickering, whether by warre, ( asin 
my Text.) Or by Ccunſells, as in Parliament, When David 

1 Sam,17, IS againlt Goliah, and Huſhai againſt Achitophel: then, when 

»$am,17. allthis lycthat ſtake, and the gameis playing (as it were) 

It bchoves every true naturall ſpirituall fonne, to lay about 

him in the uſe of all Religious or Politike meanes lawfull, to 

helpe, heave, or draw a pound, for raiſing of the Bell, and for 
evcning of the Scales. Es To 


Exod, 14.16, 
21 
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. To the uttermoſt, | That is; he muſt leave (2s we ſay) no 
ſtone unturned, no poole unfiſhed, no meanes unaſſayed, that 
might further the worke of deliverance, Whatſoever his 
heart, head, tongue, hand or relations can doe, holily, loy- 

ally, that muſt he try, uſe and improve, with all his might, 

Thus was it with thoſe in this Text and Chap, o/arah and 

his choſen men being fit for warre, they doe fight againſt 

eAmalckin the Valley, eoſes, a man too old for Armes (be- prog. p.v.7, 
ing now 2bove foureſcore) yet thinks himſclfe not too aged | 
to pray and giveaim : but up he climes to the top of an hill, 

and there ſhakes a Rod, though he cannot brandith a ſword, 

Next eAaron, and Har, apaire of aged fathers, though un- 

able to fight, nor may they hold up the Rod, yet ſomething 

they will be doing for the furtherance of vitory, they will 

heJpe him that helps Fo/2za, they will aQliſt at the third hand, 

and doe ſtay up the hands of Aoſes, when they had put a ſtone 

under him, | 

We may ce it proved in Scripture in caſe of divers Do- {*oxfirmation 

meſtick faRtions ariſing againſt the truth. Looke we firſt up- DN 
cn that faction of Saul againſt David. It was an hot perſe- 

cution of the Haxke and his fawning Spannills, againſt a 
poore Partridge in the Montnines; David and his adherents 

are taken for a pack of Rebels, and the pricſts of Nob, (though 
innocent ) are executed as Confirators with him: yet the i Sam 22.y.13 
famous faithfull ones of the land did ſtand to Davia, and for 

him, even in his loweſt ebbs and eſtate, Sammel himſclfe 

doth ſhelter him then at N aioth in Ramah, Gad the Pro- * S2m-19-v,18 
phet giveth him connſell, Yea true hearted onathan himlelfe | omggg < 
doth ( againft his owne profit) covenant with him, and TIO 
affords him continuall helpe and intelligence, Se in the 

time of Ab/olons treacherous combination againſt King , 
David, and the loyall party that were with him, how neere _ - 

had they carried it, having on their fide Achitophel the 7 
Oracle, ſtout Amaſa the generall, and other able heads, 


' hearts and hands ? But even then, there was many a faith- 2529-15019, 


full 1/-aclite that did beſtirre himſclfe to the uttermoſt, as, gs, 
Ittai the Gittite, and all the Country thereabouts, alſo Z 4-,,$1.19, neg 
ak, Abiathar, and the Leyites Huſhai, the Archite, with » Sam. 1g.24, 


M Shobs > 


82 Holy and Loyall Afiivity. 


JI—_ 


Shobi, Hachir, Þ arzllaiand Mephiboſteth.. But a more clecre 
inſtance, was the condition of the Church of 1/#ae/ in the 
time of the faction of Baals Prophets, they carried all 
ſmoothly before them, it was hard for a man to find a knee 
1 Kinz, 19,10, that had not bowed unto Baal. In a word Eljah, orthodox 
1 King,18, and zealous Elijah, now thought himſelfe left alone : but 
therefore how doth this Eliiah beſtitre himſclfe to the ut- 
48 termoſt ? he doth (as it were) runne throuzh fire and was 
+3" ter, hebrings downe fire upon the Altar, he procurcth raine 
ver-44 from Heaven. Yea, in that Chaptcr, he is the death of 
Eight hundred and fifty falſe Prophets; 450. Prophets of 
ver. 40. Baal, and 400. Prophers of the Grove, Our laſt inſtance lt 
be the caſe of the Jewes in Eſthers time, their condition was 
Efth,3.10,17, little better then deſperate, proud Hamar had beg'd (orra- 
12-13% ther bought) the whole people of the Jewes, the decree for 
their execution is ſigned and ſent by poſts,c>c. But now 
how deth every true member in Shu/5ax and elſe wheic be- 
ſtirre themſelves? Firſt, Moraecai at Shrſaar,. Next, the 
Eſih.4.%.1- reſt of the Jewer in other Provinces doe the like, Alſo Ior- 
-6+afY deeai informeth Queene Eſther by Hatach, and preſſzth her 
ver.13,14 VYehemently untill he obtaineth. Yea, Eſther her ſclfe, how 
doth ſhe (though the weaker veſſell ) adventure upon the 
Pro, 19,y,12, Wrath ofa King, Which # as the roaring of a Lyon i Thus in 
times of publike (omeſtation (that is) of hope and hazard, peril 
and poſſibility, every true member ought to beſtirre it ſelfe to 

the uttermoſt. | 
This truth may be confirmed and bound with no leſſe then 
a three-fold cori of Argument which may not cafily be bro- 

ken. 

Reafon,1, 1. Is, becauſe every true member hath a ſhare in that pub- 
like ſtake, when the Church is in ConreHation. ( By Church 
{till I meane, that party, whether many or few, rich or poore, 
which hold faſt the purity of De&rize, and powerfull pra- 
Jude v,z, =Qtice of godlyneſſe.) 7-de calleth ſalvation, the common ſal- 
vation : It is true of the doctrine of falvation, that js to all 
truc Chriſtians as a Common field to all the tenants in a Pa- 
riſh, er Mannor, every Free-holder or Copy-holder, hath 
his ſhare and portion therein. Zuedam __— ſan, 
alt 
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(Gith the Civil Law ) ſomethings arc every mans, as the . 


{ca-ſhore, the fiſh of the ſea, and thelike : good reaſon there- 
fore that every true member ſhould beſtirre themſelves to 
the uttermoſt for this common inheritance. When 1/+ael 
fought with Amalck, in Rephidim, though CHMoſes, Aaron 
and Hur, were not with Fo/aua? in the battell, yet their 
lives, liberties and Religion, lay at the fame ſtake, as much 
as his, or any mans elſe _jn the Campe, And upon this ground 


it was, that Davidreturning with viRory over thoſe 4ma- 1 Sam zo. 


kkites which had ſpoyled Ziklag, alotted as great aſhareto 
thoſe which tarryed by the fuffe, as to them who went to 
battell, 4s his part 18that goeth downe to the battell, ſo ſhall hit 
part be that tarryeth by the ſtuffe : they ſhall part alike. Brethren, 
this is a true rule concerning all publike hazards and con- 
teſtations, of, or fcr, the true Church ( whether by Armes, 
or by Counſells ) every member doth ſhare both in the good, 
and evill ſaccefſes, This 1s the argument with which Mor- 
decai doth preſſs Eſther ſocloſely, to adventure her ſelfe for 


Vver.24- 


the deliverance cf the Jewes, Thinke not With thy ſelfe that Elth, 4.v.tz, 


thou ſhalt eſcape in the K ings houſe mere then all the Jewes, (i.c.) 
True, thou art the Kings wife, but yet being a Jew, the 


| Jewiſh caſe concerneth thee alſo ; fo as if the Jewes are cut 


off, the deſtrution will find out thee even in the Royall 
Palace. Thus the great Counſell of this Kingdome now aſ- 
{mbled , doth neere'y concerne every member of the 


Church and State. There is not the pooreſt Aechanick, 


nay, childe, or ſervant, that hath an eſtate, a body, or 
a foule, but behold, they all doe lye now at ſtake, there- 
fore it behoves every member to beſtirre himſclfe to the ut- 
termoſt. | 


2, They muſt ſtirre at ſuch times, becauſe it ſeemes that Reaſon. 2, 


then is Gods time when he is ncere them for their good. 


There is atime and a ſeaſon (faith the Preacher ) for every tccleſ, Tate 


a&ion, and to miſſe that time is dangerous, A time to kill, 


' and atime toheale, a time to breake downe, and atime to buita 


wp, atime to pet, and atime to loſe, a time to kgepe, and a time to 
Caſt away. an alſo knoweth not his time, as the fiſhes that are 


taken in an evill net, and 4s the birds that are caught in the Ecclel.g.v.12, 


M 2 ſnare, 
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ſnare, ſo are the ſonnes of men ſnared in an evill time, When it fal- 

leth ſuddenly upen them. Thus not only private perſons, but 

even whole Nations and States have their good times, in 

which helpe, deliverance and reliefe are ofered unto them 

from the Lord, in which there 1s great likelihood of ob. 

taining pardon and purging, both in Re/igiox and Lawer, 

Beloved, ſach a ſeaſon 1s it for England, every time that | 

God, and the King, doth give us an happy and peaceable 

Tro 11.v 14, meeting in Parliament ; as *tis faid, Where no connſell ts, 

Pro. 24.6. the people fail: but in the multitude of counſellors there u ſafety, 

And, by Wiſe cornſell thou ſhalt make thy Warre : and in the 

Joh 5.9.4 multitade of counſellors there 1 ſafety. Theietore that is one 

ſpeciall ſeaſun. We reade of the poole of Berh:/da, that an 

Angell Went downe at a certaine ſeaſon into the poole, and troubled 

the Water : whoſozver then firlt after the troubling of the 

water ſtepped in, was made whole of whatſoever diſeaſe he 

had. If a ficke man had ſtepped into that poole before the 

Angell ſtirred the waters, he ſhould have found none efficacy 

in them;or if he had delayed long after, then it would have bin 

too late; the only proper ſeaſon wassfirlt after the troubling of 

the water. Such ſeaſons are there for whole States to ſtep in 
and be healed. | 

3. Every true member muſt then beſtirre it ſelfe, becauſe 

afterwards it may bs too late to ſtirre, When Eſans birth 

Heb. 2. v.16, right was fold, his tearcs came too-late,, When the bleſſing. 

: 17 wasgone, then his prayers, tcares and veni/on, came toolate. 

20-27-9+34 Thus a Nation alſo may ovciſtand the day of their peace, 

*** both 1n refpeRt of ſpiricuall, and policke happinsfſzs, So Je- 

Luk. 19.%42. ruſalem, If thou hadſt knowne, even thow, at leaſt in this thy 

| day,&c, Whilſt Prophets could, and did propheſy in Jeru- 

falem, winlt men of Counell and Armes remained in her, 

and had liberty and encouragement,. fo long the was in a 

faire way, and then prayers, humiliations, informations... 

might happily have done her ſome good : but at laſt the 

caſe was altered, for thoſe able pillars were taken away. Be 

TO A h2ld, the Lord, the Lord of hoſts, dath take away from Jaw: 

ver. 2. falem, and from Judah, the ſtay and the ſtaffe. The mighty 

man, aud the man of Warre, th: Iraze and the Prophet, and the 

prudent, 


Reaſon, 3. 
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udent and the ancient, the C aptaine of fifty, and the honow- ver. 3. 


yable man, and the ( ounſoller and the cunning Artificer, and 
the eloquent Oratonr. Whileſt theſe great helpes remained. 
with them, perhaps (asI faid) uſe of meanes might have done 
ſomegood : But now that the yron is cold, 'tis too late 


to ſtrike. Therefore pray not thon fir this people, neither lift Jer.7.v.16, 


up a cry nor prayer for them, &c, Theſe three Reaſons 
proove it ſufficiently, T' bat in times of ſolemne Conteſta- 
tion, &C, 


1. REPROOEE, 


This doth command me to rebuke ſharply divers ſorts of 
Off:nders againlt this rule, but eſpecially theſe two ; thoſe that 


' are Careleſſe or Oppoſites in ſucha time. 


1, The Carcleſſe, which ſcarcely rake notice of ſuch golden 
opportunities and ſeaſons, As the bruit-beaſts know no diffe= 
rence betwixt Working-dayes and the Sabbath, but only by their 
eaſe and reſt : So there js a generation of bruitiſh people, who 
take little notice or regard of FWarrsor Parliaments, but only 
fo farre as may touch their preſent ſenſuall particulars, Acornes 
they can taſte (like Swine) but as for Oakes (from whence they 
dropp) thoſe Trees are too high for their crooked and ſtoo- 
ping thoughts to contemplate. The ſtateof Religion and the 
Weale-publicke, are things which the greater number of people 
thinke leaſt upon ; but doe fay that they muſt leave the former 
to Church-men, and the latter to Connlellours of State ; juſt 
like thoſe ſottiih Raſ/ians (the common-people of Mnſtovy) 
of whom it is ſaid, that if you aske them but an ordinary que- 
ſtion, touching their Religion or laws, the anfwer is, God and 
our great Duke, doe know all things,they cantell, Brethren, asT 
would not have meane men to go above their latchet (as they 
fay) that is, to ſecke to know above that which is meer for 
them, both in affairs of Church and Common-wealth : ſo] be- 


| keve, that even private perſons may fin greatly by. toe much 


ignorance of publike affures, eſpecially 1n theſe times, when 


: - \ 
as we hope the Carpenters are cutting cff thoſe hormes which Zech, :.29,21.. 


have ſcattered Judah, Thoſe two Diſciples going to Emmaus; 
kemed to reprove our Saviour (not knowing him tobe our Sa- 
| | M 3 viour) 
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viour) becauſe he made himſelte ignorant of the great new af- 


— 


Lu, 24.17, 18. fairs which then had happened in Feruſalem, What manner of 


communications are theſe that ye have one to another as ye Walke, 

&Cc. eAnd Cleophas [aid unto him, Art thow only a ſtranger is 

Jeruſalem, and baſt not knowne the things Which are come to paſſe 

there in thoſe dayes ? Hechecks him tor his ignorance of the 

Ye,19,29. T%. ublike affairesof the Church, and afterward relates unto him 

the neweſt newes that was going. But how many are there 

amoneſt us whichare perſons of quality and yet are grolely-ic= 

norant ef the things which have come to paſſe here of lite 

dayes ? Thus every one careth for his owne things, bur 10ow few doe 

care for the things that are for God? Toall ſuch I conclude with 

the threatning of the P/almiſ#, Becauſe they regard nt the Works 

of the Lord, nor the operation of 1s hands, he ſh lt d:/iroy them 
and not build them up. That to the Careleſſe, 

2, Reproofe, to ſuch asare ative the quite contrary way, 

If every truc member ought fo beſtir, &C. 1n {ach a time, then 
what members may we account them, who are ſo farre from 
this that they doe the quite contrary. Beſtirre themſelves they 
doe, *tis true, yea,and fora thing which they call a Church toc, 
but indecd it is an Azri-chrrchratber, a Diana of their owne 
making, the Prieſt he makes the Church, and that (nreh it 
makes the Prieſts againe : As the Romane Priefts they make 
their breaxden god, and that god doth fill both their panches and 
their purſes, A Church in thele mens definirion, what is it elle, 
but the greater number of ſuch C. 7gy, asare molt richly Benc- 
ficea, yeathough looſe in life, and in opinion and practiſe, fo- 
menting a bundle of politike herelies and dangerous formalt- 
ties? But Saint Pax/s definition of a Church is farre different, 
he faith, The Church of the living Goa, the pillar and ground of 
Truth, Apillar (faith one) N 91 more Architefonico, not in 
the Maſons language, to build upon as infallible and unerring; 
but ore firenſs, in the Lawyers phraſe, that is, as the pillar 
or publike poſte of a #i/d- Hall or Market-honſe, upon which 
the Word and Sacraments are ſo held out, as we uſe to hangup 
a Proclamation to be read of all : But theſe mens Church is lit- 
tle better then a ſ{igne-Poſte with a ballet paſted againſt it. 
Brethren, we have had ſtrange definitions of a Church of late 

| yecrs, 


Phil.3.21, 


Pl 2845, 


11ling.1s5. 
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. ry ſide, &c. And perhaps the quotient and truth of all this noyſe 


ſacking and woer: 
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yeers, ſome make it little different in.ſtru&ure from that of 
Rome, which reſolves it {clfe into a conſiſtory. of Cardinals 
and the Pope their Supreame and unerring Determiner, But 
bleſſed be God they have ſhewed lately by their uvlawfull de- 
crees that ſuch a Church may erre, Let us examine thar for- 
mer definition of a Church a little further ; if the greateſt num- 
ber of richeſt Clergy, and moſt dignified, doe make a Church, 
may wenot ſay that Baals Yrophets and their adherents, were 
the Church of 7/rac/in Etahstinie? Suppoſe thoſe foure hun- 
dred and fifty Prophets of Bal, and thoſe other feure hundred 
Prophets ofthe Groves, ſuppoſe thoſe 850, (all falſe Prophets) 
had met in Convocation, ſurely they were then both the molt 
and greateſt Clergy of ae! by farr, and would have carried 
any decree before them ſmoothly ; but had not this bin a tite I 
Church ? One Orthodox Elyah weighed them all up, and did 1 Kin.18.40, Ce Bi 
afterward deſtroy them all. Or ſuppoſe (once more) thoſe 0- Jp a 
ther foure hundred flattering Prophets that perſwaded King | 
e-1hab to goc up to warre againſt Ramoth Gilead, ſuppoſe that : Kin.22.6. 
all thoſe together with their little Pope over them (1 meane ) 
Zedeckiah the ow of Chenaanah, that forward Prophet that 
made himlſclfe hornes of yron to puſh the Syrians to confuſron, Sup= 
poſe (I fay) all thoſe to have decreed that warre, and to have 
given an Eccleſraſticall contribution towards it ; was this the 
Church then, and had ſacha Canon bin bindingunder penalty 
ofa box on the check ? No, no, ye know that one honeſt 44- ,.. 
caiahthat difſwaded from the warre, was better then all that ES 
rabble ſo called a Church. And yet Brethren (to.drive home 
this Reprocfe ) we have amongſt us many hundreds-pf thoſe 
which dobeſtir themſelves to the uttermoſt even for\ſuch a 
Church, | 
1. One hepreacheth for it (fooliſhly or falſly) I am ſure con- 
fuſedly enough, The Church, the Church, © the Church and 
thepillars therof goe to the ground, it is rent and torne on cve- 


tKin18, 19,10 


yer, 7. 


is, that ſome Fox is caught in a ginne, ſome Woolfe or other is 
faſt in a trap, where they arc like to pay for all their old bloud- 


ing. . 
the faRion) complaineth of ſtrange procee- 
dings, 
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Jadg.6.v.31. 


2 Chroa1g.2+ 


Ila,5.v.23. 
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dings, and blefſeth himſzlte to heare of ſach turning of things 
uphde downe in the Church. 2., And what is the cauſ: 
of all his chattering too ? 4. Why ſarely the neſt is fonng, 
the neſt of Cormorants and Cockatriſes, and ſo all their Eggs 
are likely to be blowne upon, or bruiſed to pieces. In a word, 
ſtrange it is, but too true, that thereare many amongſt ns,both 
of the (ergy and Laity, which ſpare not the uttermoſt labours 
and abilities of their hands, heads, hearts and tongues for an 
Anti-church, Thad almoſt faid an Antichriſt in this Land, Let 
me day unto all this Tribe of tranſgreſſours as Foaſh to the men 
of his City, ill ye plead for Baal ? Will yee ſave him ? he that 
Will plead for him let him be put to death Whileſt it i yet morning: 
If he bea god let him plead for himfelfe, becauſe one hath caſs 
downe hu Altar. Sofay I, will ye plead for Idolatrous, unlaw- 
full, innovating things, perſons and as? if the fa&tion be in- 
nocent let them plead for themſelves, becauſe their Prieſts, I- 
mages and Altars, with all the reſt of their trumpery, is like 
to be caſt into the mire. Nay, higher yet, let all ſuch ſticklers 
know that they ſinne directly againſt God, the King, 'and this 
truth of God in my Doctrine. For they helpe the ungodly and 
love them that hate the Lord : Therefore t their Wrath upon them, 
from before the Lord, They juſtifie the Wicked for reward, and 
take away the righteonſneſſe of the righteous from him : therefore 
as fire devonreth the Stubble and the flame conſumeth the chaffe, ſo 
rheir root ſhall be rottexneſſe, and their bloſſome ſhall goe up as duſt, 
&c. Ina word, ye oppolites are guilty of two great f1ns in fo 
doing, 

I R Hainous and horrible 7ngratitude for great and wonder- 
fill mercies, and Iupratum ſi dixeri, omnia dixerts, 

2. Of Jewihhand abbominable murmurings, inſtead of thanks 
yerecturne repinings againſt the Lord, his choyce ſervants and 
your beit friends, My prayer and wiſh is this, that the Lord 
would pardon, that the Law would puniſh, and that all good 
Chriſtians and Loyall Subje&ts would complain of this rotten 
and totering faQtion. 

| 2. CoMFoirT, 
Let onr hearts be towards the gevernours of our Tſracl, that offe | 


red (and docoffer) themſelues Willingly among the people, beſſe 
ye 


—_ 
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yethe Lord. (3. e.) Let us bleſſe the God of Spirits; for raifing 
theſpirits of all ſuch as have put forth their hands to this plow, 
yea let us honour and cheriſh them as precious and publike ſpi- 
rits, Brethren, it is ſaid of good in generall, 99 communis 
eo melixs, by how much the more common, by ſo muck the 


| better, and therfore a publike is the beſt of ſpirits, for it is a 


ccmmon one. Yea, ſucha ſoule (me thinks) comes neare unto 


. thenatureof Angels, For are they not all miniſtring Firits, ſent Heb 1.,v.14, 
ferth to miniſter ſor them Who ſhall be heirs of Salvation ? So pub- 


like ſpirits are like them, or like the Sun and Starrs thoſe hea- 
venly worlds of light which doe travell chiefly for the uſe and 

benefit of others, And therefore te ſuch perſons themſelves 

let me ſay, Great ſoul be your reward in Heavey, - In earth per» Mat.5,v.xv. 
haps you may ſometimes meet with cold comferts and bad re- 

quitals, but in Heaven doubtlefſe your publike fpirits ſhall pro- 
cure unto you eminent places of glery, as our Saviour promi- 
{:d to his Diſciples for their {elf- denyall and aRtivity, yee alſs Mar. 19. v.28. 
foall fit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of 
Iſrael, 

* Two Objc&ions commonly there are with which the men 
of the world, -and our owne timerous infirmities doe hit ſuch 
men in the teeth, Perilland Poverty. I ſhall preſent you with 
an inccuragement and preſervative againſt both. Conſider but 
the Lords Proteflion and Providence, over all fach publike and 
ave ſpirits, and for both theſe in one cxample, look ſeriouſly 
upon .E /jah. That he was a man very famous for his publike a- 
Qive ſpirit, no man that beleeves Scripture can deny it, or if 
one ſhould, yet the whole Hiſtory of his life would invincibly ; Kin g. 17.18, 
proveit, In which obſerve briefly, - | 19,8, 

1. His Travels, From Tifvbe to Samaria, frgm Samaria to ver.t. 

the river Cherith, from Cherith to Sarephath, from Sarephath 3+ ® 9s 
to Mount (Carmell, from Mount Carmel herunneth likea page . "46 

to Jezreel, from Tezreel to Beerſbeba, thence a daics journy in- 
to the wilderneſſe, hence to Horeb,and from Heoreb who knows 
whither 2 For he is ſent to annoynt Hazael, Tehu, and Eliſhat + 
Iteven tires ourcyesto trace him in the Hiſtory, In ſhort, 
(ifI may beleeve my Geographer) all the travels of this active 
Prephet were, one thouſand thirty and three Dutch _ 
6 N an 
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1 Nin. 19.3. 


3 King.2. 
3 Kitt. g. ro, 


Gemts5.,. 


xKing.18.10, 


and - eur Engliſh, foure times as many, abeve foure thonſand 
inall. 

2. Beſides his travels, all on foot(for I rcade not that he did 
tide.) Note his couragious and adventurous actions, He had 
ati Ahab and a pcs. and about eight bandred falſe 0m pr 
to dealc withal,and yet obſerve how wonderfally theLord pre- 
ferveth him both from Peri and Poverty, 

3. From Peril (I mean) of acath : his prefervation was ma- 
nifold, King «bad did hunt for him overall the world there- 
abouts, As the Lord liveth (faith Obadiah) there i no N ation 
nor Kingdome Whether my Lord hath not ſent to ſetke thee, and 
When they ſaid ha #« not there, he t00kg a1 oath of the K ingdome, 
&C. but yet the Lord hid hine that While, and in the Kings owne 
Dominions afterwards he doth appeare and hath but a cold 
welcome from Ahab, Art them he that tronbleth Iſrael > But 
the Prophet doth net abate him an acc (as wee fay ) and yet 
comes he off in the end of that Chapter with the death of cight 
hundred and fifty falſe Prophets. Againe, beſides Ahab he 
a 7exebel alſo to cope withall, Then ] czebcl ſent a meſſenger un- 
#0 Elijah ſ6jing, ſo les the gods dos to me and more alſo, if 1 make 
wot thy lift as the lift of one of them by to morrow about this 
time. She was a Queen and ſhe vowed his death ; but yet ſhe 
proves both too weake and forſworne at laſt, yea her threatning 
s the intelligence that preſerveth the Prophet, Ina word, tins 
ative man of God lived to ſce Ahab (line by the Syrians, the 
pony of Baal andof the groves rooted out, and at laſt was 
fo farre from dying a violent death,that he never properly dyed 
at all, but was :ranflaced to Heaven alive in a fiery Chariot, and 
after his tra»ſlation, both Ichorams the fonne of Abeb, with his 
whole poſterity were cut off; awd Jezebel Was eater of Dogg: 
Feare not therefore & all ye holy and loyall Rive ſpirits, k.2 


' ther Magiſtrates, Adinitters or private Chriſtians, the Lord 
| himiclke isyour buckſer, aud your exceeding great reward; and 

in his night one acalous Z/yab is an over-match for cight hun- | 
| dred Baubtes; ſpcake theretore and doc valiantly, not fearing” 


faces of men. 
G56. But they may miſtake or wreſt my words 7 
&u, Brethren, lappoic there were now an hundred m_ 
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with in theſe wals, every one with his paper or table-booke, 
yeaand that they ſtood behind the pillars out of ſight, as that 
catch-pole Clearke (inthe Atts and Mſonraments ) that tooke 
notes behinde the Hangings : Suppoſe allthis and much more 
danger , yet the Lord can 1. Change their hearts, cyen in 
that a&, and catch thoſecatchers ( asthe Father was caught ) 
2. Atlcaſt he can dath their Notes and confound their langue- 
ges. 3- Yea andtake them off in their owne play, as Back 

hets were twice takenoftby Etyab and by /clbv. Indced i Kin,18.4. 

ifany man could proveunto me, that Satan and his iaſtrumcnts 2 Kia. 10 25. 
weretoo wiſe or too hard for God, then I ſhould conceive that 
there were cauſe for your holy publike aive ſpirits tobe in 
feare,but ſolong as we know thequite contrary to be expreſic 
Scripture, be we valiant and venturous for the truth, The 
Lord hath ſaid it, the Lord he hath faid it, The fortifbnnſſe of 1 Cor.ro.zy, 
God is Wiſer than men, and the Weakenefſe of God us ſtronger 
thenwry, Tins the Lord was Edjabs backler, and kept bim 
fomdanger. 
.- 2. And, from Want and Poverty too did God preſerve 
Obieft, When we profle men 'to be of publilkee and tive 
ſpirits, this is another grand Oby=Rion, o 'tis the way to 
be undone? : 

Sol. But marke farther, God was alſo Elijahs grew re 
_ at leaſt hee was a competent maintanance Liu uno 


How likely was'he tohave ſtarved at the brooke Chowrb? 
There he had drinke indeed (Water) 'but no meate : thenefors = 
the dexrouringRavers ſhall feed him morning and evening.But * Kin-17.3. 
now that he hath recovered meat; loc, after a whilchis drivk "**4 & © 
faileth him, And ir came to paſſe after .« While that the brooks ver.7, 
dryedop, &c, Now the Lord provideth him another Hoſtefle ver.g,10, 
nt Zarepherh, and ſhe is as unlikely a Cater as the Fonmer, for 
ſhe had but «1 handfill of reale in abarnetl, mad a little oyle im u 
Cruſe, Yet (ſee) rather then this Precnaus, xnealous publike v.I3,14,15, 


ver, I I,12,1 Zo 


flall not Waſte, neither fanllthe oruje of oyle faile$oc.So providout 
sthe Lord for ſuch perſons. - Page 
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Ob. Butnow miracles do ceaſe? 
An. Yc<t the {ame providence doth (till continue, and won- 


Pl.105.v 12. it ? Havenot ſome ſuch ative ſpirits of late bin like /oſeph (as 
ver.i8\ jt were) ſoldfor ſervants and exiles, Whoſe feet they hare With 
fetters, they Were laid in irons, But what's the iflue ?- May 
ver. Pg wenot goe on ? Until the time came that their cauſe Was known, 
"03% red them, the Peeres and the people let them goe free, And 
hath the Lord done thus in our times already ? Then let all 
holy, loyall, a&ive, publike ſpirits know this, that hee is. ſtill 
the ſame, and his yeares doe not faile. What need wee any 
more cxainples? I conclude this Coxſo/ation with thoſe words 
Pla 37 28% of the Plaline, The Lord loverh indgement ani for(aketh not his 
Saints, they are preſerved for ever. 
2 3. EXHORTATION. 

jeg. The third, laſt and greatelt Viz, is a vehement Exhor tation, 
\ General Þ hich muſt be divided ints two parts, the firlt General, the 

E xhortation, loft Particular, | 
1. Genera!!, Let all reall Chriſtians, and loyull Subjeas 
beſtirre themſelves to the uttermoſt, now or never, to imitate 
theſe //raelites jn my Text and Chapter. x, In the Chapter, as 
before, there is /o/Þna and the choſen tnen ( being lawfully 
Vere g. thereunto called) fighting with idolatrous and implacable A- 
malck_in the vally, 2; In the Text and bordering verſes, Mr 
V.7,10,11,12. ſes, Aaron and Har climeup tothe top of the hill to pray, and 
to encouragethereſt, Thus every one doth further the great 
publike worke, either by himſelte or by ethers, cither ia- 


folet us all ſet our ſelves againſt »Amalck, 

By Amalck |] 1 meanall ſyirituall and politike,all forraigne 
and domeſtike, all open and ſecret enemies of our God, out 
Religion, our King, Kinzdome , Lawes. and Reformation. 
Loc, here in my Text, are both old and young, high and low; 


kx0.23.41, ted, For Moſes, Aaron and Har, they were aged men, 4/0 
ſes was foureſcore yeers old, and Aaron foureſcore and three, 

when they ſpake unto Phara9h, [ofbrahe was a young man 
| EO Againe, 


= 


dersare wrought for fuch perſons to this day, doe we not ſee 


Ec0.7,v,7, noage (therfore) no condition (that is able) may be exemp- | 


the Word of the Lord tried them. The King ſent and delive- 


mediately and dire&ly, or remotely and by conſequence ; and - 
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Againe, Aoſes was chiefe Iagiitrate, Auron the High- 
Prieſt (there are both Nobles and Clergy)-and Har, with 1s- 
ſmahand his fouldiers, may not unfitly repreſent the Come i Ckro z : 2. 
mons, the Army, the Artificers, and all. For Har-was grand- 


facher unto that famous Beza/cel. Thus all eſtates and ages are 
repreſentatively preſent, and all preſent are active; learne wee 
therfore this heart-leflon from the Text. 

Deſt. But how and what may we doe to be ative, and 
to ho/d up owr hanas to purpoſe againſt Amatck ? F 

Anſw. In this generall part of mine Exhortation, I ſhall 
preſcribe ſome generall leſſons, meancs or dire&;ons,to be ob- 
own we would further the great work againſt Amalck 
then, | 


1. Looke we backe With ſhame and ſorrow upon our firmer Meanes 1. 


cowardize and pollutions, Biethren, theſe Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civill «Amalekits (the popiſh and tyranicall faction ) have 
along time bin unto the beſt of us, but as thoſe enſnaring 


Midianites to Ijrael. While Iſrael abode in Shittim, the peo- Num. 2 5,1,2, 


ple began to commit Wheredome With the daughters of Moab: 
Which called the people unto the Sacrifice of their gods, and thi 


people ate and bowed downe to their gods, «And Iracl coupled 


himſelfe unto Baal-Peor : Wherefore the: Wrath of the Lord Was 
hindled anainſt Iſracl, And thereupon command is given, 
ro vex the Midianites and ſmitethem; for ( faith Moſes ) they 
trouble you Wirh their Wiles, Wherewith' they have beguiled you 
in the matter of Peor, and in the -matter of Corbi, &c. We 


-have caten too much of their broth, and have had our fingers 


(many of us ) too deepe in the pye (as they fay ) by our 
connivance, filence, cowardize,&c. I ſpeake this both to 
Miniſters and people.. They have wvexed us With their Wiles Where- 
with they have begwiled us in the matter of 

I. Of the Sabbath, by their Antiſabbatarian doAtrines and 
commands, and we have ( many of us) yeelded too farre 
unto them, both within booke and without, It was the 
faſhion you know of late, to diſmoralize the fourth Com- 
mandement, that holy, juſt and geod law, fo ſtrongly cen-' 


tered in the very heart of the Decalogue, and fo providently - 
fenced and-marked in the forc-head with a Alemento, Rv- 
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member, that law hath bin of late repealed by wicked amen, 
and then A=1i/abbatariazi/me was become « irrap to pro. 
forment. But alas, alas, here lyes our ſhame and forrow, 
we have baſely ( as it were) held that ſtirrop tos thoſe men 
(as that Empcrour did to the proud Pope) whilſt 
have mounted themſelves into the ſaddle of prophanenefle, 
Oh that ever the ſincere and powerfull Miniſters of the 

= Goſpell, ſhould fo farre be led away with the error of the 
—_ wh 11+" ungodly, that ever ( like Peter, James and Barwabas ) they 
aac: fhould walke with a limping or crooked foote, and deſtroy 
againe the things which they had builded. Well (Brethren) 
fetus x. Sit downe and pick theſe thornes out of eur con- 
ſciences, 2. Let us henceforth watch better and keepe our 
garments, teſt we walke naked and men fee our ſhame. 
3. Let evcry one that hath bin thus ſeduced by feare or flat- 
tery, let him ( Sampfor: like) now revenge himſclfe { in 
an holy and loyall way ) upon thoſe Aſiaranicyh- Alanalckitifhe 
Phibjtines, for his cyes which they have put out, tet him 
po onefervent prayer the more, daily againſt them, Lot 
im preſſe { faMmiſter ) one Text, one Sermon, one 1 tt, 
{ nt feaſt) the more towards a pure and thorow reforma- 
tion. And as the { Rowunze ) hiſtory faith of that Empreſle, 
when hcr husband Doniriam wes fhinc, (he drelt one blew 
amongft the reſt, and faid, take hat for the death of wy Paris, 
{he #pake and did that moſt anlewtfally, but ) let us as we 
may in a maſt Joyall .and Chriſtim way, give one Rabbing 
prayer, protetavion, exhortation the more, againſt the 
wickednefie of inch angodly men, and ſay, lo, that for your 
Mntiſabbutariansfine, take this for the fourth Commande- 
Ment, Brerkron,thisistheaay to:draw good out of cvill,aud 
Jud.14.:4 fo fetch meateontof the rater. A word to the wile, halle a 

werd to'the:godly; xs fuffictent, 
2. Vexthoſt did amres, fortheir wiles { to contrat) in 


Rcv.,16.15. 


it) 1 myadde, with a Pope in bisbelly. Hera lyechour 
gilt, ( Brethren) io that we Minifters and people, have 
net derepur atmoſt; to bridle and carb ehis Remanc beat, 
but rather have Jatfered our ſolves to be gag'dand _ 
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whe matter of .dAnainman;me, that 7 rowm-hborſe ( as onecalls 
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93 
gaink it, We, have not bin valiant for the truth,, for the truth 
of thoſe precious fundamenealls, of Originall fnne, free) 9:is, 
Eleion, effeftuall Vocation, Afurance, ce. but ratker 
have ſuffered theſe truths to fall in the ſtreets, and to be tran 
pled upon by ArhieFticall libertines, and Zdachivilian apoftates, 
0h my bowells, my bowells, that ever the men of Gad ſhould 
thas feare the faces of men! Here is more picking worke 
for us »fo, That reproefe ſent to the Church of Pergamme, Rever. 13, 14, 
may be worth our reading, { have a few things againſt thee 15,16, 
_ of the D oftrine of Baglam,and the D ottrine of the Nica= 
Itans. 
3. Vex theſe Aidianitiſh Amalekites (in a word ) for all 
their wiles in matter of /znowarion ix Worſbip; for their Ab 
1@s and Images, duckings, dappings and cringes, againſt the 
lawes of God and the Kingdome, for their 4abyes, at beſt 
childiſh, at worlt Midiauiti/h, Concerning theſe alſo we have 
bin too tame and paſllive, and ſach (ence (I fearc) muſt 
needs contract the guilt of conſent; but let us therefore 
walh our ſoules, and reycnge our ſelves from theſe noyſome 
aſperfions. | 
2. Let us (generally) come aver heartily ts the right ſide, and Meanet 2, 
enpage our ſelves unto t. 
24. The right fide ( you will fay ) why, what's that ? 
and who is the wrong fide? will you make fations and diviſions 
amongſt us ? 
Anſw. Not make, but diſcover them T would, who knows 
not ( that hath read Scripture ) that there are two gatcs, 
and two wayes wo them, (the broad, and the narrow, } 
and therefore to the worlds end there will be two fides z. 
So there are now in this Kingdome, __ and a De- 
frming party, ajuſt and gretious Soveraiguo with this BLfſed- 
Parkament (like Moſes, Joſhuah and the ret) on the one 
fide ; and on the other, there is a wwlticude of delinguents and 
their adherents, The thing that I now preſſe is, that all: 
good Proteſtants would come off in their very 2t:Rijons and - 
jdeements, from the Tents ( that is, the fattiox ) of thoſe 


and hand, to theis Neble Rejormers, and to all their _ 
| wiſh- 
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wiſhers. That Dilemma of the Prophet E//ah unto all the 
people, concerning the C ompetition of God and Baa, was 
a great furthering ſtep towards the Refirmation that followes 
in that Chap, Azd Elijan came unto all the people, and ſaid, 
how long halt ye betweene two opinions ? If the Lord be God, fol- 
low him ; bm if Baal, then follow him,&c, This preface laid 
the foundation of that following deſtruQion of thoſe falſe 
Prophets, And Elijah ſaid unto them, take the Prophets of 
Baal, /er not one of them eſcape: and they tooke them, and Elijah 
brought them downe to the brooke Kiſhon, and flew them there, 
So let every one of us be thorewly perſwaded in his mind, 
concerning the abſolute neceſſity of a great and publike Re- 
formation at this time, and reſolve we all to further the ſame 
totheuttermoſt. Brethren, it grieves my ſouls not a little 
to {ce the opinions of men ſo divided and differing concer- 
ning the great and needfull work in hand. Men (nay good 


. men) are not all me-thinks of one mind, heart and judge- 


ment, cencerning our preſent perilous condition in Church 
ard State, nor touching the extreme necellity of a ſpeedy De- 
liverance, and ſevere Refirmation, and this 1s no ſmall let to 
the worke, From this diff:rence it is, 1. That I heare ſome 
men fo blind and impudent that they bluſh not to ſay, they 
ſcarce ſee any need at all of Refirmatio® amongſt us, but 
aske, what is there ſo much amiſl> in Church and State? 
To theſe 1 anſwer as Peter to thoſe ſcoffers, Thi they are 
Willingly ignorant of. In a word, either they doe wink and 


. will not ſee, or elſe they are guilty and dare not .confeſſe 


what evills and diſorders they doe behold. One faid to a 
Baſtard when he ſaw him caſting ſtones amongſt a multitude 
of people, take heed and forbeare leaſt thou hit thine own 
father. Theſe men as if they had heard that advice, are af- 
fraid to acknowledge that there are De/inquents, becauſe they 
are afraid if ſach a ſort of men ſhould be confeſ[:d, their own 
fathers or friends might be found amongſt them, . To come 
nearer, ina word, they are loth to looke into any glaſſe that , 


doth repreſent the evills of the times, leaſt they ſhould chance 


therein to eſpy their own faces amongſt the reſt. 
2, Another man (yea ſort of men) doth yeeld that ſome 
things, 
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things,yea, 92477 are out of order,both:in Church and Common 
wealth,the more 1s the pitty, but yet (fay they ) things are 
not ſo bad as ſome jealoru-beaded Puritans doe pretend and 
exclaime, their feare is a great deale more then our harme+ 
To theſe I anſwer, how could it have bin worſe with us; 
unleſſe you would have ſeeno our actuall ruine, deſolations 
and execution ? Looke upon 1/-ael and Fudahb, at the worſt 
(before their Captivities ) and compare our condition be- 
fore the Parliament with theirs, for the Civill and politike 
State, in //a,59. and for the Eccleſiaſtical and Spirituall, in 
7er.2. But what doe I confine you to two Prophets and 
Chapters? runne through all, and ſee if our late perill were 
not cquall with their greateſt, Were not our very foun= 
dations out of courſe? The Charch, the {ivil State, and 
the Military, are (I conceive) three ofthe Cardinal rancks 
inthe Kingdome ; Who were the head Officers in all theſe ? 
and where are they ? May we not fay as he in the Hiſtory, 
that there were enough to be ſlaine, to be taken priſoners, 
and torunne away? Inſhort, when our Religion and Lawes 
too, were by theſe men almoſt Rtolne away under band, 


3 David ſlipt out of his bed, and nothing lett but an do#; 1 Sam.rs.12, 


when they had taken away our God (almoſt ) and our Mi- 


IS, 
niſters, and what have we more ? and yet they aske, what ai- Jud.y8,v-24. 


lth us? 

3. A third fort doc acknowledge that all theſe complaints 
arc too juſt and true, mary things are out of order, but yet 
(fay they ) we would not have ſuch violent remedies; ſach 
and ſich phyſick is too corroſive, and may endanger the 
whole politike bedy,. ſome lenitives, cooling Jjulips and 
palliations, might doe better : But what if all the while 


there is a Gangrene with the ſore? then the very Heathen 'mmelicabile 
will tell us what phyſick is to be uſed; ſurely a faw is the vulnus,os, 


beſt ſalve, Againe therefore (I ſay) let every man of us 
be throughly perſwaded. in his mind in this point : for the 


diviſion of judgements concerning a diſeaſe, cauſcth -a dif- 


ferent ſpeed in proſecution of the cure, every mans a&ivity 
for the latter, being proportionable to his coaviction of the 


E011,9.v.13, 
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"man houſe, make all men (at leaſt all his ſorvants, and the 


Kings good ay an of one mind in this point, touching 
the greatneſſe of our diſcaſe, and the abſolute neceſlity of 
a ſpeedy, though ſharpe remedy. And finally, as for you 
which are ſuch bitter oppoſites to the Paritanicall ye frmriny 
party, (for fo ye are pleaſed to vrand them ) I meane, to 
Orthodox and Conſtientions Proteſtants, and the Kings beſt 
Subjes z be wilenow therefore and learne, he is an infinite 
God with whom ye have to doe, he hath an iron and cruſh» 
ing mace in one hand, as well as a golden ſcepter in the 0- 
ther. Beſides, ye are over-matched in the fide too, for 
what is the droſſe to the (ilver? what js guilt to innocence? 
ye are ſurely in the wrong box. Remember that Prophetike 
zdmonitzon of Hamans wife and his wiſe men to him. If 
Mordecai Ge of the ſeede of the Jewes, before whom thow haſt 
begmme to fall, thon ſtalt not prevaile againſt him, but ſhalt 
farely fall before him. Be adviſed therefore and take the coun» 
{cll from them, turne Paritars (as you call it) in time, I 
meane, holy profefſors of Proteſtaniſme, and well-wiſhers to 
Reformation. Thatto you, But as for all ye midling perſons 
which watch to fee which will be the harder fide ( whe-. 
ther the Reforming or the Deforming ) that you may take it, 
above all others I pitty your condition, for ye are ſure to fall 
which ſocyer of theſe two ſides. doth ſtand upright.” And1 
could with you for your —_ to looke upon thereward 
of halting Bualam, faine would he have kept in with both. 
ſides, with Balak and with God : his fingers did itch for 
the wages of unrighteouſneſle, and therefore he would have 
curicd the people of God, but againe:-the terror ofithe Lord 
Jo kept him in that he-durſt not but comply for 7/7-e/. Biit 
what is the ifſac? Firſt Balak ſends him away diſhonoured 
and empty, and then I/raz!-cuts him off, Better therefore 
15 it tobe of any fide, then of both orof neither: 1 conclude 
this point with the counſell of Gamaiiel,” If this Worke vf Re-- 
formation be of God ( as it 1: ) ye cannot overthrow it, teaFt happily 
ye be found even to fight againſk God, Then let ns all come over 
heartily to the ripht ſide. | 


3.Prize and value thoſe degrees of were y ard deliverance Whith 
are already received, | The 
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The Lard hath done great things for s already Whereof We re« p11 ; 16, R O | 


jayce, Turxe our captevity O Lord as the rivers in the South. 


There the Church makes her acknowledgment of, and re- 
joycing for, paſt mercies, to be a ſtep unto, and argument 
tor, future fayours, So let us recompt 2nd value that part of 
Deliverance that is in hand, if ever we hope to receive that 
portion which is behind, Butof this I have ſpoken upon an 
other occaſion. | 


4. T ake, uſe and improve to the uttermoſt, all the firſt-fonits Aeanes 4, 


and han{ells of Deliverance and Reformation, 
It is not enough to view and value the degrees of falyation 
received ; but we muſt alſo hold faſt, imploy and improve 


them. To him that hath ſhall be given, we know is Scripture : Mat 35.29. 


and it is an abſolute truth too, he that holdeth faſt that which 
he hath, and improveth it to profit, ſhall have more beſtowed 
upen him, that's the proper ſcope of the Parable. Brethren, 
me-thinks it is worthy our conſideration to obſerve, how the 
Lord doth as it were drop in Deliverance and Refor mation 
upon us by degrees. We have bin ſunck fo deepe into 4i/- 
orders and dangers, that the Lord now in our Reſtauration 
doth ( as it were ) dyet us for a while ( as we uſe todeale 
with men that have bin almoſt famiſhed by long abſtinence ) 
that ſo we may the more throughly digeſt our portions of 


mercics as they are ſerved in unto us, Or to expreſſe this gra- . 


dation by another compariſon, The Lord doth deale with 
us in this caſe, as a wiſe father is wont to deale with his for- 
ward-fonne, -when he comes lately from his apprentiſhip, 
firſt he ſets him at liberty, then gives him an Horſe, and a 
few pounds in his purſe to try how well he can husband alit- 
tle, and if he doeth prove faithfull in that, then he ſhall be 
ruler oyer much more ; Or as a father deales with his pro- 
digall ſonne which hath runne-riot, firſt he compounds for 
his debts, and gives him his freedome, after a while he doth 
imploy him, andas he finds his good husbandry, by degrees 
he advanceth him higher : So dealeth the Lord now with vs. 
Firſt after long juſt thraldome for our ſinnes, he hath fer us 
at liberty from diverſe bonds and burdens, both Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civz/. Next, he hath alrcady vouchfafed ſome ſweet 

O 2 bloſſcmes, 
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bloſſomes, yea firſt fruits of Reformation unto this Hand : 
And now behold he ſtands expe&ing how we will play the 
good husbands upon theſe, and then doubtlefle we ſhall ſee 
(and that ſhortly tooI hope ) farre greater things then theſe; 
therfore be faithfull in the firſt fruits, take, uſe and improve 
them. 

06, Like enough this is wholeſome counſel], but ſhevy us 
then what, and which are thoſe firit fruits and degrees which 
are already beſtowed, aud are to be thus taken, uſed and im- 
proved? 

enfw. T ſhall endeavour to ſet you into the way of this 
work,that ſo your ſelves may afterward be able to goe torward 
by your {clves, 

» TI. The Fow or Troteſtation. 

Amongſt the many and not meane tirſt-fruits of Delive. 
rance and Reformation, to be taken, uſed and improved, one 
of the greateſt hitherto in mine accompt 1s that Holy and 
happy Vow and Proteſtation made and taken in Parliament in 
May laſt, and by that Honorable Conrt commendel tothe 
whole Kingdome. Brethren, in my judgement that time is 
much to be remembred by all true Proteſtants, and loyall 
Subjetts, and by their poſterities after them ; at leaſt that 
at and example of theirs is of foholy, loyall, juſt, prudent 
and needfull a conſequence, that I beleeve no man can chcoſe 
but long to take it, that is right to our Religion, our King, 
our Lawes, our Parliament or Liberties : for all thoſe hve 
generalls (viz, Religion, Soveraignty, Lawes, Parliament 
and Liberties ) are thereby fenced and fortified : What Sub- 
ze ſoever therefore ſhall diſlike that ſacred obligation, give 
me leavero ſuſpe himas a back-friend to thoſe five Cardinall 
bleſſings of this Kingdome, and withall ſuffer me (1 pray 
you) to mind us all of the expediency of this duty, for our par- 
ticulars, My Brethren, let us not be like that unwiſe man 
( ſpoken of by that wiſeſt King)in whoſe hand there wasa 
price ( to get wiſedome) but he had no heart to it. Lo here 
1.1sa price. 2, To get wiſ:dome, 3.1t is in hand, 

1. Aprice. Beloved, we ſhould have thought this offcr a 
price for a yeere ago, laſt Ifay before this when we had ano» 
ther 
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ther Oath anvil'd out and Canonized, what a high price would 
good men then have given to have bin free of that preſſure on- 
ly? They had not that ambition in their hopes, as to wiſh for 
ſuch a counter-vow as this is (a Vow againſt unlawtyll 
on ) and then is not this Liberty of vowing a great 
rice | . 

: 2, And'tis to get wiſdometoo, This Vow doubtleſſe may 
be one means to make men wiſe Proteſtants and prudent Sub- 
6s, it will caſt ns all upon a more ſerious ſtudy both of that 
Religion and of thoſeLaws which weare ſo {worne to defend, 
Thus *tis a price to get wiſdome. 

3. And itis now put into our hand too, We have not only 
lave and permiſſion from that ſupreame Court(that repreſents 


(fay they) havecall willingly made this Proteſ?ation, and they 
cannot but approove it in all ſuch as ſhall take 1t, Let us a lit- 


, tleexpoſtulate upon thoſe words, Have all the Members-of 


that Honourable Houſe taken it fo willingly ? And (hall we 
yet be dull and backward to the Aion ? Doe they ſend down 
their approbation (of it in us) in print, and can we chooſe but 
approve it alſo in pratice? Ob'that cver we ſhould thus re- 
rung Lords mercy and the Parliaments diligence for our 
afety 1 Conſider and believe it Brethren, that untill we make 
merereckoning and uſe of thoſe Hax/ell-taſtes of Deliverance 


or carcleſſe men may conceive or pretend, What ? Brethren, 
for us to have both liberty and opportunity tobe made Proze- 
ftants once again(for we had firſt our name of 7 roteſtants from 
ſach another Proreſtation,) What ? for us to be made Trote/}- 
ants of anew and ſecond edition, much corrected and amended : 
Is not this aprime priviledge? 

But becauſe 1 ſee that this mercy is generally too much 


 fleighted and negleed (to fay no worſe) I (hall ſpenda few 
lines to declare out of Scripture, both the lawfullnefſe and ne- 


celfity thereof, Let us looke upon the Hiſtory of the Lords 


owne people during the reignes of their beſt Kings, and wee 
| = Is _ 


us Jl) but alſo their preſident and approbation. Themſclves 


and Reformation, there is little likely-hood of greater things, Nif ſerves 


Be thon faithfull in a little, and thou ſpalt be Ruler over much, 14% perdes 
ampliara. 


And indecd this Vow is not alittle, whatſoever ſome walicions Mitagriats 
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ſhall finde that ſach ſacred Nationall O #ligations (by Vow, Co. 
venant and _ were the chiefeſt ingredients, if not 
very foundations, of their greateſt Deliverance and Refor. 
PAIONS, 

1. For Deliverances, both from wrath and enemies, ſcebut 
one paire of examples. The firſt may be that in the raigne of 
a Chro.29. - Hexekiah. Notethe forlorne condition of the ſtate in the be- 
ginning ofhis government, both for {inne and for wrath : for 
line, There Was filthineſſe in the holy place, their fathers hal 
rrefÞaſſed, done evill, forſaken God, turned away their faces from 
his habitation, and turned their backs, th:y hal ſhut up the doors, 
put out the lamps, neither had they burnt incenſe, nor offered of- 
ver.8,g, Jffrings, &c. For which *tis faitd, God had delivered them to 
trouble (or commotion) to aſtoniſhment and to hiſſing, their fa. 
thers had falne by the Swerd, their ſonnes, danghters and Wwes 
Were 1n captivity, &c, And now what ſalve, what plaiſter can 
be ſufficient for ſuch a feſtred fore as this ? ſarcly, no leſſe nor 
more then a folemne aſlociation, Now it #4 in mine heart to 
 Ver-IOU: nake a Covenant With the Lord God of Hracl, that his fierce Wrath 
may turne away from us, &c. Another proofe and pretident ſce 
in King 7-/iahs time, NeverT thinke lay there more guilt up- 
on that Land at once, then when that poore childe of cight 
yeeres old came to the Crowne, See how much wrath bad 
verr,2,2, bintreaſured up, firſt by his grand-Father Iſanaſſeh ; and 
&c.ro 11, though anaſſehafterward reformed fome things,yet ſecond- 
ver,32,23. Iy, King Amon his fon (and 19fahs father) hee reneweth the 
old wrath and wickedneſſe, and addeth to them, neither hum- 
bleth he himſelfe, And now what can this poore child King 
doe, finding his Crown and Kingdome charged with ſo much 
hereditary guilt and wrath? Lo, thus he doth, he: deſtroycth 
2 Chro 34. Jdelatry, herepaireth the Temple, and finally he betakes him- 
vcr. 3,4, ſelftoa Covenant and Aſſociation, Hereby we learne a mcans 
ver. 8,&c. tg turne away (at lcalt for our own time) wrath, great and 
*&,29,39-X% hereditary wrath from a Kingdome ; yea, wrath deſerved 
by grand-Fathers, by Fathers, by Children, by Princes and 
by People ; namely, ſuch a facred Obligation, as is now offe- 

red unto us. | 
2, Another benefit of Jewiſh coveranting, was, in reſpat? 
their 
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 Phinted Officers over rhe houſe: of the Lord,” 'Aerenpon follow- v*-20,06c, 


' (perhaps they had many faire Churchmen, good Readers) and 
Without Law. InState, there Was-no pence to him that Went ver.5,6. 


t n Covenant to ſeeke the Lora God of their Fathers, with all 


her 7#obarry, the houſe of God is inriched, and there is Peace Ver. 19, 
- inthe Kingdome, But this peace is but for a time neither, un- 
till the five and thirtieth yeare of that Kings rajgne ;- becauſe ver-17+- 
the high-plares Were not taken away. ont of Iiracl. More places 
and patternes might be added, but (me thinkes) theſe ſhould 


Holy and Loyal Aftivity. © 103 


their Refirmations, it was the cornerſtone, if not the very forn- 

dation, of the pureſt purgings that -cver were made amongſt 

that people. See here another paire of examples, - Firſt,in the 

raigne of young King Jehoaſo, there good and loyall Tchojadn 

{ being as it were Protoftor to that young childe of {1x ycares 

old) doth deliver the King from Arhalizh and her tation, and r Kin; 14, 
draweth up a Covenant by oath, whichIike our Proteftatzen is 

tripartite, that is, conſiſting of three parts, 1 irſt, betwixt the ver 4 
Peopteand the King, which anſwers to that. part of ours, T's 

defend His Maicſties royall perſon, honour aud eſtate. Next,be- 

tweene the King and the People, as it were for the power and 
priviledges of Parliament, the lawfull "ox Ig and Liberties of the 

Subief, and laſtly, betweene them 49th and the Lord, which 
anſwereth to our Vow, T's maintaine ana defend the true refor= ver.17,. 
med Proteſtant Religion,&c, But how did all this further the 
Reformation ? Sec the very next verſe, And all the people of the Yer-18. 
Land Went into the houſe of Baal and brake it downe, his Al- 

tars and his Images brake they in peeces thoroughly , and 

Mattan the Prieſt of Baal before the Altars, and the Prieſt ap- 


es I 
» - bat > . . , Ep Bs F 
«th an univerſall joy and quiet, Another example is in A/7s * Chro.vs ET. 


raigne. Sad had bin the caſe of //-ae/fora lorig time both in 
Church and State, - In Church, becauſe for a /oxg ſeaſon they vc.;. 
had beene Without the true God, and Without a reaching Prieſh 


ont, nor to him that came in, but great vexations Were upon 
all the Inhabitants of the country, &c. Whatnow may 'King 
Afaand Fndahdoe, to prevent the like again? They emred'imn- ve.12, 13.14. 


their heart and With all their ſoule, And this they binde with 
an Oath and upon paine of death. The iflue and c& in 
Reformation followeth, the Qaucene- other is remooved for vyer.1s; 


be 


Dn oo oe————  —_— ——_——  —_  -  __—_————< —— me eo > 


EZ52,1,v,b.,! 


ver, 3. 


Vere.4, 


*Spoxcato the 
Maior of the 


Ciry being 
then preſent, 
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be enough to kindle in every holy, loyall,, true Proteſtant 
Engliſh breaſt, an unquenchable delire after this Yow and 4/= 
ſociation, Beloved, it my young judgement may gueſſe, this 
thing may proove aftronger Rampire and Defence to our Rel. 
gion, King, Lawesand Liberties,then all thoſe foure Seas which 
doe mote in this 1fiand. 1 would conclude the point with 
ſome part of twoor three verſes out of Ezra, We have rreSþaſ- 


ſed againit our God, yet now there # hope in England concey- 


ning this thing, Now therefore let us make a Covenant With our 
God, according to the counſel of (the) Lords, and of thoſe that 
tremble at the Commandement of our God, and let it be done 
according td the law. eAriſe, fir thu matter belongeth unto 
* Thee, Wee alſo Will bee With thee, bee of good courage and 
doe it. 

If any man pretend ſcruples and objeRions againſt theUow, 
firſt, let me aske him, whether or nohe did ſcruple (the laſt 
ycare) at the Canonicall Oath? Next, whither he be a ſound 


- Proteſtant and a gocd SubjeR ? aud thoſe queſtions (I thinke) 


if duly conſidered, may be ſulticient anſwers to all ſcruples. I 
have bin too long upon this Harſell of Deliverance, becaulc the 
thing is ſo much negleRed. | 

* 2, Hanſel of Deliverance and firſt fruit of Refirmation for 
eur tryall, uſe and improovement may be, 

That Oraer for the due obſerving of the Sabbath, according to 
the Lawes of this Kingdome. Like enough that many per- 
ſons preſent have ſcarcely cvcr heard of fuch an Order from the 
Houſe, but an Order there is, and that viſible in print, Wee 
had once a Declaration touching Sorts and /iberties upcn that 
day, and another cnjoyning filence to Miniſters in the Armin 
nan Tenents ; and theſe Orders and Dectarations, © how ſcon 
were they diſperſed ? how vehemently were they preſſed by 
many, which arc now as ſlow and backward to.take notice 0 
this Order ? 

Brethren, we have a generation which are deaf in this car, 


. andblindin this cye. Things that preſſe to ſtrines and cxaRt 


ylking are obſcure to them, though comming from a Parlis- 
medt, The Lord open our cys more and mere, that we may 
kecrenby theſe things, who are the chick folterers, Ja the 
| | ; | a7 
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Garriſons of profaneneſſe in this Iſland, Yet ſach an Order (l 
fay) there is both cleare and viſible ; but _—_ it were but 
ſomewhat ordinary ? Have we not a fourrh Commandement 
for this duty onely, and is not that keene enough to ſharpen 
evenan ordinary intimation from that High-Court ? Let us 
therefore take, uſe and improove this Hanſell-mercy, this 
fore-taſte of Reformation to the uttermoſt. The Lord ſeems 


| to proove by this ſhort and fore-running order, how well 


we w:ll husband an opportunity of Reformation, how faith- 


_ full we willbe1nalittle, that ſo he may take occaſion upon 


our diligence herein, to give us greater bleſſings, 
3. Let ustake, uſe and improve lawfully all the Degrees of 


enr lawfall Liberty; as they are b:ftowed upon us by authority, ad. $ov. Io 
tne 


Let us ſtand fait in that liberty, Wherewtth Chriſt ( by th 
Kingand Parliament ) doth make us more and more free, and 
be not ( We) intangled againe with the yoke of bondage, There 
isa two-fold burden jn this caſe, and conſequently a double 
Liberty to be lawfully taken and uſed. 

I. One fort of burden is (44 or Politike, as illegall taxes 
or impoſitions upon our bodies or cſtates, It was freedomo 


from this that Saint Par/claimeth of the (entwrian when they aa,.2.15. 


would have examined him by ſcourging. 1s ## /awfull for you ro 
ſcourge a man that 13 aRoman and uncondemned ? 

2. Other burdens are Ecc/eſiaſticall and Firitzall, as all un- 
juſt preſſures and bonds upon the conſciences of men, whi- 
ther Miniſters or people; ſuch are forbidden oy Saint Peter, 


Now therefire Why tempt ye God, to put a yoake upon the neck A&y5.t0, 


of the Diſciples, Which neither our fathers nor We Were able to 
beare ? Concerning both theſe ſorts of yoaks, I ſay, that when 
authority ſhall break'them (becauſe they were unfit or unlaw- 
full) then we ſhould all ſpeedily ſhake them off from our 
necks; this doubtlefſe is a thing very well pleafing to God,and 
may further our Deliverance and Reformation. Have you not 
ſometimes obſerved a dull Horſe at a doore, there it ſtands, 
weary and hungry, as though it were faſt tyed , when as all 
the while the bridle is either off from it's head, or cls loofe 
from the poſt ? Or have you never ſeene an idiot (it whining 
inthe ſtocks, asa man impriſoned, when all the —_ 
-  Þ , 
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Aeanes 5, 


Joh. 5.4- 


AQ. 19.-12s 


hath bin to barre, nor lock upon his leg, but he might ( had 
he ſo much wit) ariſe and goc his way ? Brethren, I would 
not have any reaſonable men thus unrcafenably dull and tame, 
but that when Law and authority ſhall bid them goefrec, they 
ſhould take, riſe and enjoy that freedome. The :bſervation of 
this l<ffon is not only a fit expreſſion of our thankfulneſſe tothe 
Lord,aid to that authority that hath fo freed us ; but it is alſo a 
good means to put us into firm and actual poſſeſlice of our new 
lawfull liberty.1fa mans conveyances for a purchaſe of land be 
never ſo good and ſubſtantiall,yetnegleR of taking ſpeedy pol- 
ſeſſion may endanger his good cſtate. Obferve we thertore 
very diligently when any unlawfull fetters are ſtruck off from 
our necks and confciences by Parliament, and let us ſpeedily 
(with Sampſon) ſhake our ſelves, and hold fift that which we 
have received. 

5, Generall means (and a chiefe branch of aQivity) is I»for- 
mation. Toinforme, complaine, and teftifie againſt all Offen/ive 
things and perſons, grieversand grievances to the utmoſt of our 
knowledgeand abilities. When the waters of the poole of 
Betheſda, were ſtirred by an Angel, then was the time for all 
gricvced perſons toſtep in and get cure of whatſocver diſcaſe 
they had; fo now is the Bleſſed time when there is a fountain 
opencd in this Land againſt all ſpirituall wickedneffes and po- 
litike diſorders. The Bath is free and full, *tis but come, nay, 
but ſend thy paper, as they did their hanakerchiefes to Saint 
Par, and by the Lords bleſſing the evill ſpirits ſhall be caſt out 
and the diſcaſes will depart. Let us not therforeloſe fo great 
and cheapan opportumty, 

061 know it is muchobjzaed by ſome,that *tisno witdom 
nor good manners,for any one to.come to a Councell before he 
xs called, and that all we of the meaner ſort muſt leave both 
thingsand perſons tothe judgment and cenfure of that ſupream 
Court of the Kingdome ? 

eAuſw. 1. Truc, we mult not fit inthe Conncell nnlefſe we 
arc chofen thereunto, but yet we:may wait upon 'the Comm- 
ccltors with our fabmifſive informations and Poririons, This 
shemſclves:do both allow and expet at our hands, | 

2, Soallo (we) whicharcintorioar i rs" 
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peced things and perſons to the cenſurc of the Houſes; true, 
but yet 1 hope we may, nay } know we muſt bring ſuch Grie- 
ances thither, and there leave and lay them down (being pro- 
ved) at the feet of Juſtice. If ary man ſhall be againſt this law- 
full priviledge and loyall duty of every geod SubjcR, I ſhall 
ſuſpe&t him Ge a Delinquent, and ſhall cenclude him as a ſe- 
cret underminer of Reformation and the weale-publike. 
Nay,my meaning is,that we muſt complain not only of thoſe 
Grievances in which our ſelves have felt a ſhare ; but 1 do preſſe 
my {:Ife and you all, to ſeeke out, and gather up thoſe things 
which doe publikely effend, and to weed the common ficld. 
Brethren, this isa duty generally negleed, and therfore it is 
neceſſary, that all godly a&ive ſpirits ſhould looke after it. 
When ſhall we ſee an husbandman grutb up bryers, or gather 
ſtones out of a field that lyes in Common to a whole Pariſh ? 
No, but we ſay, cvery mans buſineſſe is no bodies buſinefle : 
Extreamly ncedfull 1t is therfore that ſome choiec Angelicall 
ſpirits, wheſc hearts the Lord hath touched, ſheuld put to it, 


and become miriſtring ſpirits, as ſent forth to miniſter for the Heb. 1.14. 


good of the publike.' 

O6, But would not ſuch ſtirring be accounted pragmaticall? 
Shall we not be called buſfie bodies ? 

Anſw, Yes, by Atheifts, Papifts and Delinquents; but with 
good men or reaſonable, it muſt necds be acknowledged necel- = 
fary. Let uslooke either upon the condition of divers places 
and perſons which doe ſuffer ſuch Grievances, or elſe upon the 
nature of that great Court to which the complaint 1s to be 
made-and in both reſpeRs we ſhal ſee divers reaſons for this du» 
ty of ſtirring for the publike. 

1.In reſpe& of the nature ef that Court,to which complaints 
arc to be preferred, For 1. They cannot ſec all that js amiſſe 
every where, becaulc themſelves are not of all places diſiribu- 
tively, though they are repreſentatively every Subjet, and 


ſometimes A ftander-by (we ſay) may ſee more then he that play- Plus videur &- 
eth, 2, Beſides, Fxperience is the belt Informer of Grievances, culi, quan ocu- 


and who hath more woefull experience this way then the 14. 
meane and povre which pay for all? There are ſome Cob-webb 
opptcſhons in a Kingdome which the greater Flies doc- ww 
| P 2 caſe 


VCr.16, 


2 Sam. 2T« 


AR.23.v.18, 


V.15,16,17. 
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eaſe breake thorow, not taking notice that they were ſnares, 


but the poore leſſer flies are held in them faft enough; and ther. 
fore the cry of theſ: little ones nay informe of a great oppreſli. 
on. Beſides, in bodily cures, we know that a plain and llite- 
rate man, being the patient ina diſcaſe, may give more light 
to the Phyſitian towards the cure by hisrclation, then all his 
learned books and long ſtudy may afford ; for that Patient can 
tell him, how, when, and where the diſtemper did take and 
hold him : Sois it in politike diſcaſes, a plain man that hath 
felt Greevances can better ſpeak of them then a greater perſon 
or Schollar, that kenns them but by reading or heare-fay, 3, It 
is not the proper officc of that Court to be Informers, becauſe 
they arc Judges; andthereforc my ſelfe have heard ſome of 
their members wih that the Country would doe that oftfice,to 
take cff from them the afperſion of pragmaticall. *Tis needtull 


therforc and reaſonable,that we inferiours do inform,in reſpet 


of the Court that is to judge. 

2. In reſpe& of many that ſuffer, *tis expedient that other 
active men ſhould complaine in their. behalves, For firſt; 
many places ( as well as perſons) doz want skill and abi- 
lities to helpe themſelves, they cannot tell their owne tale 
{ as we ay) and therefore *tis charity to them, as well as 
duty to the State, to be feete to the lame, and a mouth unto 
the dumbe. But by the way, I ſhould adviſe all fach to fol- 
low the example of Pau! (ifters ſonne, he wasa young man, 
and therefore (like enough ) ſomewhat baſhfull, and unable 
to expreſſe himſelfe to a great man, and therefore firſt he go- 
eth to his Unckle Pax, and from him is ſent by a Centurian 
to t he chi:fe Captaine: fo let them informe ſuch as may in- 
forme, or at leaſt, as may leade them or their ſate, to ſome 
one of the chiefs (aptaines. 2. Others are fearefull and faint- 
hearted, and (o durit not complaine, they are perhaps threat- 
ned and over-awed by ſome tyrannous Land-lord, or infolent 
though ſcandalous Parſon, Vicar, perhaps Crurate : and 
therefore as couragious e-16i/hai reſcued fainting David from 
Ifabi-benob th e Giant, who thought to have ſlaine him ; {0 
ought it to be done in this caſe, when ſome ( perhaps good) 
mens hearts doe faile them in the contcſtation and purſate, 
then 
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then every valiant and ative 443/ai ſhould ariſe to the helpe 
of the Lord againſt the mighty, 3. Finally, others areunwil- Jadg. 5.23» 
ling to goe for redrefſe, nay ( which 1s lamentable ) they 
thinke themſelves happy in their —_— miſerics, and de» 
light in their grievances. 4 Wenderfull and horrible thing is Jt. 539,31 
committed in the Land, (faith God) the Prophers propheſy falſely, 
and the Prieſts beare rule by their meanes, and my people love te 
have it ſ0:and What Will ye aoe in the end thcreof ? 
| eſt, What will we doc inthe end ? 
Anſw, Surely, the end is like to be extremely miſerable, 
therefore Brethren, let us now in due time deliver ſuch poore 
ſoules againſt their wills, let us pull them violently ont of Judy, 23+ 
thefire 1n which they delight to lye and be conſumed : there. 
fore Infirmations to the Parliament, and that in the be- 
halfe of others is now very needefull and moſt reaſonable. 
06, But whereof, and how ſhall we complaine and in- 
forme ? 
Anſ. Matters to be complained of and informed againſt; 
are all grievers and grievances, perſons and things, both Ec- 
clſiaſticatland Civil,in Church and Common-wealth. 
1. Eccleſiaſticall Perſons. 
Theſe Brethren ( as I conceive ) arethe very fountaines 
or fewell of all other grievances amongſt us. When the ab- 
bomination of defolation Stands in the holy place (IT docbut al- Mit.24-v.15, 
Jude ) then *tis time for them Which be tn Judca, to flee into 16s: 
the monntaines, Spirituall wickedneſſ:s doe wher in C:vill 
diſturbances. For along ſeaſon Iſrael had bin Without the true , Chro,rs 3. 
God, and Without a teaching Prieſt, aud Without Law. Marke ; 
the method, In the middle is the miſchiefe, 1ithout a tea» rn media vie 
thing Prieſt, no marvell then that they did neither feare God, tiwm. 
nor reverence man, It followeth, Azd in thoſe times there - ver.5,6, . * 
Was no peace to him that Went out nor to him: that came in, 
and ſtill the cauſe 1s the ſame, they had either no Prieſts, 
ornone but Readers. Every politike body may be conſidered 
25 conſiſting cf three parts, Firſt, there is in.it (or rather 
oyerit ) the head, that is, the King as ſupreme, and the un- - 
der head officers as ſent of him. Next, there is the iranck, 
or Zay-part, theſe are the Civil State, And laſtly the Clergy 
F-4 or 


'N 
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or Miniſtry ( the part Eccleſiaſtical! ) and theſe ſhould be as 
the ſoule to all the reſt, When this ſoule is ſound and holy, 
it doth quicken and ſanQify ; when it is ſickly and corrupt, 
it doth helpeto infc& and deſtroy the whole ftruure: there- 
fore theſe men ought primely to be looked after and to be 
reihed, 

O6. But which of theſe Clergy are thoſe ſickly and cor- 
rupting ſoules, and how may we know them ? 

eAnſ. Alas, they are too many, and too viſible, take a cata- 
logue of ſome cheete ſorts of them breefely. 

I. Imprimis] All Peſtilent and Perſecuting Church-men; 

x Kin. 22, yer. ſuch as 1mitate that little Pope Zedekiah the fonne of (hena- 

11,& 24 axah, which would have puſht downe a whole Kingdome 

Aﬀ.z3 1,t. with his hornes, and ſmote honelt Xicazad on the checke, 

for ſpeaking againſt his warre z Or like the high Prieſt Ana- 
zias who commanded that Pawls month ſhould be ſtopt with 
a fiſt, becauſe he profeſſed his good Conſcience. Or ro come 
Mat. 33-13» Jower, Church-men like thoſe Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites, 
which did ſhut up the Kingdome of Heaven againſt men, 
and would neither goc in themſclves, nor ſuffer them which 


were cntring to goc in. It ſeemes, the men would nei- | 
ther preach as they ought themſelves, nor yet ſuffer their 


people to goe abroad to heare, Let ſuch be marked out for 
juſt complaint and puniſhment amoneſt the firſt, cyen allour 

illegall ſapprefſors of Preachers and hearers. 
2, All Superititions and Innovating Church-men, the ille- 
gall, carving, painting, cringing, ceremonious C/ergy, This 
Mat.15 3,8,5, fort is often conemned by our Saviour, hy doe you alſo 
tranſyreſſe the commandement of (God by your traditions? Thi 
. people draweth nigh unto me With their mouth, but their heart 
#5 farre from me. Againe, I vaine doe they Worſhip, teaching 
for dottrine the precepts of men, Theſe maſters of the comple 
ment Eccleſiaſticall are little better then pandars to the ſcar- 
let Whore, and therefore ought to ſtand in capitall crimſon 

letters in our complaints. | 

3. Whar thinke we ef our /»/afficient and Zaſfie (Clergy; 
birds that cannot ing, or will not ? The former ( that can- 
Ames 7.14, not) may faylitterally, that which is ſpoken by Ames cor- 
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cerning himſelfe, We are no Prophets, neither are We Pro- 
phers ſonnes, but heard-men, and gatherers of Wild fig gs, Noubt- 

lefſe many of theſe are more fit to be heurd-men, yea horſe- 

men, and literall Shephrards, then Paſtors by a Mctaphor. 

Brethren, I am athamed for my Coats-ſake (as they fay ) 

torake in this puddle; -but that Iremember that it 1s made 

the ground of Lewies bleſſing, that he faid unto has father, and Peut-33. 8,9, 
to his mother, I have not ſeene him, neither did he ac- 

knowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children in the 

caſe of the Lerd. The latter fort ( our Lafic drones) are de- 

{cribed to the life, and threatned to the death by Zzekze/, 1ſce 

Chap.34. beginning at the ſecond. The puniſhment there ap- 

pointed for them is their utter removall. 

4. Finally, Looke ſeriouſly wpon the ſcandalous and Debate 

ched Church-men ; men which propheſy of wine and ſtrong Mica.a.1 1. 
drioke, yea which take off theſe liquors ſo freely, that they 

uſnally doe erre through Wixe, and through ſtrong drinke are Ifa.a8.7, 
out of the Way, Brethren, as theſe dryncken and inordinate 

Clergy arc one of the worſt, ſoare they abſolutely the moſt, . 
obnoxious ſort of all : and therefore, 1f theſe be now ſuffered, ,,, remporum. 
| it will be the fault of ſachas know them, not of the time 
that beares them, Thus have ye had too long (and yet too 


"_ ſhort ) liſt, of the ſorts of Eccleſiaſtical grievers now com- 


plaineable. | | 
But now where ts that jealous £1;ah, or that down-right 

Micaiah, that will. or doth cncounter theſe Baalites ? yea, 

how coldly doe we all generally ſhew our ſclves in the quar= 

rell? Alas Brethren, let it ſhame and confound us all, to 

remember that we had once an opportunity for this great 

worke. It is not long ſince that this prefent Bleſſed P arlia- 

werzt did fend forth an happy order to this purpoſe, upon 

which every Pariih might have certified touching ſcandalous 

Funovating, and other peccant Ainifters ; the Parkament it 

felfe ( asit were) went in Circuit through the Kingdame, 

Juſtice, ſupreme Juſtice came home to our verydoorcs, fo 

that we could not pretend, that the Commandement was Deut-30. 11 

farre from us, mo, the opportunity did even fall into our 

mouthes, | 
= Def. 
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2ueſt, But then what was the iflue, and how did we.im- 
provethat advantage? . 

Anſw, Surely, ſom2 were warme 1n bed, other ſome had 

Luk,rs.v 7, farmes and Oxen, and they could not meete. Others ('tisto 
Mit.22.5 be feared) were preſent to pleade for Baa!, for too many 
(ergy ſcandalous 1n life, ſuperſtitious in worſhip, erronjous 

in judgement, and peſtilent of fpiritz in a word, unable, 

unfit, unworthy. Theſe gangrens and peſts of the Church 

had but too many friends 1n every quarter, concealing friends 

in the Pariſhes where they lived, and interceding friends at 

the places where they were complained, Yeomen, Officers, 

Gentry, Magiſtrates and all, (I meane, too many of each 

ſort) were too too ready, for kindred, feare, flattery and 

charity miſtaken, toreturne almoſt an univerſall, O:4a bene, 

all is well. And thus thouſands of poore ſoules are betrayed, 

( what lyes in theſe men) to incurable ignorance and per- 

dition. Oh my bovyells, my bowells ! When I conlider how 

that divine oportunity was geaerally ſleighted and abuſed, 

And now behold the bloud of thoſe poore ignorant ecclipſed 

Pariſhes which heretofore did cry for vengeance upon their 

own guilty Miniſters only, doth now roare lowder agairſt 

thoſe late intrulted Yecomen, Otticers, Gentry and Magiſtrates 

( what ever they were that neglected that golden ſeaſon ) 

and ſo we have more ſ{ouule-murtherers ( accidentally ) ſince 

TY that order, then were before, Let thoſe negleRors ſee that 
- ps 5 Parable againſt Ahab, for ſparing of Beabaaad, and the ap- 
yer.4z, Plication thereof, Becauſe thon haſt let goe ont of thy hand, 
man Whom I appointed to ntrer deitruftion ; therefore thy life 

F: ſhall goe for hu life, and thy people for his people : which after- 
1.09 32.319 ward fell out accordingly, The King of Syria commanded - 
faying, Fight neither With ſmall nor great [ave onety With the 

King of [{rael, And it will be but jult if thoſe guilty Miai- 

ſters ſo unjuſtly favoured by ſuch, doe prove, the ſoule- 
Nanghtermen to them or theirs in after times. Conſider we 

this late grofſe omiſflion, ( Brethren) to humble our ſoules 
mightily for the ſame, *twas a dcepe, yea, a ſpirituall wic- || - 
kednefſe. But now ſuppoſe the great good Lord, ſhould in 
much patience try us once more ſhortly in this point, and 
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ſhould vonchſafe us one opportunity more by this Parlia- 
ament ? ſhall we play the Cowards afecond time, and doe 
againe 2sS formerly ? God forbid, No Brethren, let us fill 
our ſcules with holy reſolutions to doe the worke of the 
Lord with all our might, to ſet our faces, tongues, heads, 
carts, hands, bodies, fovles, and 2ll unto jt, to farther the 
infor maticn ard teſt;mcnies againſt all ſpirituall mnrtherers, 
whiek flay poore fcules by whole Pariſh-fuls. Remember this 
kflon above all the reſt, : 
So much cencernivg Eccleſiaſticall Grievers.perſons. ' 
2. Things, Grievances Eccleſiaſtical, 


And here are divetſe particulars to be looked after, in all 


which we may be grieved. 

1. 1» Dofirine, | <cund doArine is more precious then 
cur kloud ; but there are thoſe of the Clrey which have 
endeavoured to corrupt this. The very Articles of our 
Church are oppugned, as cf Originall finne, Free-will, the 
4 Commandement, and divete others are oppugned and 
impaired ty the Aiminians, Let 1m that js wiſe conſider 
theſe things, Brethien, to poiſen a publique ſpring 3s ca- 


pitall by Law, how much more in ſpirituals ? /f Wezor 42 Gal.y.v.8, 


Angel! frim heaven preach any other GeSpell unto you, then 
that Which we have preached unto yer, let him be accur- 
ſed. | 

2, Pure Worſhip 3s as deare 2s life : And therefore fee 
the puniſhment of whoſoever ſhall attewpt to draw afide 
fticm it. If thy brother, the ſonne of thy mother, or thy ſoune 
& thy darghter, er the wife of thy boſume, or thy friend which 
1u as thine owne ſoule, entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, Let us goe 
and ſerve other gods, Which thou haſt not haowne, thon, nor 
thy fathers : rhen flalt not conſent rnto him, nor hearker #% 
to him, neither ſtall thine eye pitty kim, neither ſalt thou Fþare, 
xeither ſlalt thou conceale him ; Lnut thou ſhal ſurely kill him, 


thine hand ſtall be firſt upon him to put him to death, Put even 


this (it ſeemes) bath teen attempted by ſome amongſt us, 
elſe what mcants theſe approachers and approaches towards 
Iaslatry already condemned and ſtill condemning in Parlia- 
Ment f 


3. There 


Dent. 1 z.v.6, 


yer.s, 


ver, 9 A 
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2 Tim 3-v.5. 4, Thercis a power of godlinefle in praiſe, and who. 
| Gever ſhall cunningly attempt to ſacke or ſoake out that, 
is a deep cff:nder, and to be avoided. But ſuch alfo we 
had, ind till have them, men that hate ſtriQneſſe and ſpite 
rituall heate, and would convay away our fpirituall prote- 
z Sam. 29. 22, ſtaniſme , putting (as Michal did for David ) a meere 
1 3- Image of formality in the place. If it be death and trea- 
ſon to clip or to waſh the Kings Coyne, then what ſhall | 
be done bad enough to theſe wicked ſpirituall Alchymiſts > 
So much concerning Ecclcſiaſticall grievers and- grievan- 
CES. 

2, I muſt and will now be very briefe concerning the Cj- 
vill or Politique, 

Brethren, I am a Divine, and not a States-man ; theſe 
latter therefore are out of ſpheare, 1 ſhall leave the men to 
juſtice, and the point to your owne diſquilition and pro- 
ſecution, concluding with the latter words of that Levite : 

Judz.19.v.z30. Conſider of it, take advice, and fpeake your winds, So muck 
touching the fifih meanes, /»formatior. | 
Aeanes 6, G6 1s Prayer and Prayſes, Though they are included un- 
der one head, yet I ſhall handle them as two diltin& bray- 
ches ; beginning with the latter, 
1. Prayſes, | 

This duty is commanded n fuch"times of Deliverance 

Pſal.58.v,14, and Reformation, Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy | 
Ver. 15% w<awes wnto the moſf high, I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt. | 
glorifie me, Therefore the Lord doth now looke for great 
Prayſcs and glory from us. 
Dueff. But how may I thus glorific him ? what muſt I doe || + 

to Prayſe himaright ? 

Anſw.1. There is praying with the 29th, in words, and 

Mcb.13.v,15, this Is either ſpeaking of prayſe (1.) to God. Ler ws offer 
the ſa-rifice of prayſe to God continually, Tt may be done in 
ſinging, preyer, meditation, and- other duties to him, (3,) Or 

Plal 145.vs. by ſpeaking prayſes of God, I will Seake: of the glorious h1- 
nour of thy Mujeſty, &c. This is done (1.) when weftudy 
to lay open the frame, myſtery, and: parrs- of Deliverance, 

Plal,111.v,z, The works of the Lord are great, ſought ont of all them _ 


_ 
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| have pleaſare in them, (2.) When we labour to entayle the re- 


membranc: of mercics upon our poſteritics. So we thy peo- Plal.7g.y.13. 
ple will give thee thanks for ever, we will ſhew forth thy praiſe 
to all generations. | 

2, There is prayſing with, by, or in a mans life, ho. Plal.50.v 23, 
ſeever offereth prayſe gle rifieth me, and to him that ordereth bis 
converſation aright, they are joyned together. And againe, vVer.16, 
(ſpeaking of pruyſing) unto the Wicked, God ſaith, what haſt 
thou to doe to declare my flatutes, or that thow ſhoulde$t take | 
my ( ovenant in thy momth ? And againe, / will prayſe thee Pl119.1,7% 
with uprightneſſe of keart, when I ſhall have learned thy righ- 
teous judgements. Let us therefore live prayſes to the Lord, 
let us ſhew the light of our holy conver/ation before men, that Mat. 5.v.16. 
our heavenly Father may have glory, 

'3, There is a prayting of God with the hand, or with 
the ſubſtance, to prayſe the Lord is to honcur him , and 
we may honour the Lord with our Subſtance. This is a 
touch-ſtone to try the truth of our thankfulneſſe indeed. 
When a man is truly thankfull for a curteſie reccived, he 
is ready really to ſhew*his gratitude by his liberality to all 
thoſe that are under him, or about him. Now let us ſhew 
that we prize our mercies received, by our readineſſe to 
doe any thing , to part with any thing to our inferiours, 
to good uſes, at Gods command, True thankfull men are 
alwayes bountifull, When ſalvation came into the houſe 
of Zacheus, preſently he gives halfe of his goods to the poore, Luk 19. v.8,9. 
And that a## or ſtature amongſt the ewes of ſending porti= git.g, y,21,22. 
ons one to another, and gifts to the poore, upon a tune of De- 
liverance, is now ſeaſonable for our imtation, 

4. Finally, there is a prayſing of the Lord with the heart, 
yea with the whole heart, faith the Pſalmiſt. I ſpeake now 
of a ſpirituall and gracious heartinefſ-, that the conſidera- 
tion of Gods mercy ought to raiſc our ſpirits, and quicken 
all the graces in our hearts (as 'tis faid of ehoſophat, that : Chron.17.6. 
his heart was lifted up in the wayes of the Lord)T meane, the 
ſence of freſh deliverance' ſhould ſtrengthen our faith to 
truſt to the Lord more perfeRly, it ſhould enlarge our love ſ 
to cleave unto him more afte&ionately , it ſhould kindle 


Q 2 our 


. fal. go.v. 23, 
Prov, 3:Vo9e 


PCal.138.y.1. 
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our zeale to ſtand for him more couragiouſly, and ſo in all 

the reſt of our graces, - This of all fort of prayſes is the 

higheit. - 
| 2, Another Branch arc Prayers. 

"The uſe of this duty is commanded, and thenature, parts, 
and qualifications preſcribed, in one and the ſame Texr, by 
Saint Paul to his fonne Timorhy, 1 Tim 2, 1,2. 1 exhoyt 
therefore , that firit of all ſupplications , prayers, interceſſions, 
an | piving of thanks be mae for all m:n ; tor K ings and for 
all that are in authority, that we may leade # quiet and peace- 
able life in all godlineſſe and honeſty, 1 need to goe no fur- 
ther thea theſe two verſcs for the foundation or limits of 
my diſcoarſe in the preſent point : Let us therefore fully 
diſcuſſ: the words, In them we may obſcrve theſe three 
generals : 

1. The ſeverall ſorts of prayers Which are to be made, and 
thoſ: are foure, Swupplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and gi- 
ving of Thanks, 

2. The perſous for Whom all thoſe prayers muſt be put up, 
Generally a men{1.e.) all rankes indefinitely : More ſpecially, 
for Kings,&c. | | | 

3. The ſcope, drift, and end of eur prayers for them ; it 
muſt be peace and quietneſſe, but with two qualifications ; 
the firſt Spiritual! Godlineſſe ; the other Moral Honeſtie, 

As for the middlemoit of three ſheads (viz. the perſons 
eſpecially to be prayed for) they are the Supreme Majeſty, 
and the houſes of Parliament, and 'tis moſt evident. I ſhall 
infiſt upon the other two, the firſt and the laſt, 12. 

1- The ſorts of prayers to be made for them. (1.) S#p- 
plications, (2,) Prayers, (3.) Interceſſions, and (4.) giving 
of Thanks. - 

*Tis generally agreed by all good Subjeas, that the King 
and High Court ought to be prayed for, and many doe 
fumble about the duty ; give me leave to ſet my (clte and 
you in a right way, it is this, faith Saint Pax, we muſt 
make for them, 


I. Supplications, 
Deprecations | is the proper Englich word. To yo 
WE | in 


OA 
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I (ia their behalf-) is to pray off from them all evils of fin 

| or puniſhment, feared or felt , whether in fſoules, bodies, 
or cſtates.: *ljsa Defenſive Prayer, to pray them fafe and 
found from all dangers, To give an mſtanc- or two in 


F, Scripture. Firſt, to pray for the removall of all bad Coun- 
Yy ſellors. Take away the wicked from befcre the K ag, and his Itov,25.v,e, 
rt {| _ Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righrteonſneſſe, Next, tor Secu-. 
s, { rity and ſafeguard from plots and enemies. 7 hon Wilr pro- Pial.,61,y.6,7, 
” \ long the Kings life, and his yeares 45 many generations : O pre- 
'= f pare mercy and truth Which may preſerve him, Thus we muſt 
r- f Deprecatcallevill from King and Parliament, 9 
of 3. Prayers. 
y Which moſt generall name is uſed, becauſe it doth fig- 
4 nifie the largeft Branch of all, namely, Petition. We muſt 
| beg for them all gifts, graces, and mercies, not onely in 
d truth but in the higheſt degree ; eſpecially for governing 
be gifts and graces, in the moſt ſuperlative meaſure, As Wiſe- 


dome and Fudgement is one : So in Salomons prayer at Gi- - 
P. beon. And now O Lord my God, thou haſt made thy ſer- 1 King 3, y.z, 
', vant King, &c, And now,thy ſervant is in the midſt of thy "cr.8. 
people which thou haſt choſen, a great people, &c, Give there- 
uw | fore thy ſervant an underſtanding lrart to judge thy people, Ver.9. | 
; that I may diſcerxe between good and bad. Next, the Feare 
and dread of the Lord, Moreover, thou ſralt provide ont of all *x0d 18.v.z1. 
1s the people able men, ſuch as feare God, &c, And he ſaid to 2 Chr. 19. eG, 
'f the Judges, take heed what ye doe ; for ye indge-not for man 
ll but for the Lord. Wherefore noW let the feare of the Lord be wx. 7. 
pou yon, take heed, and doe it, Againe, The ſpirit of Cou- 
= rage and Zeale ( faith Jehoſaphat) Deale conragiouſly, and the ver.ux. 
s Lord ſhall be with the good, 
3 Interceſſions, 

We muſt not onely deprecate all evill from them, and 
petition for all good things upon them ; but alſo we muft 
(poſtulare ) intercede, pleade, wreſtle, and ſtrive with God in 
prayer, as is ſaid in another caſe : For the Lord Feſus Chriſts Rom. 15.v 30, 
ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, We ſhould $rive together 
with them in our prayers to God for them , that they may be ver. z1. 
aelivercd from. them that doe not beleeve, and thas their ſer- 
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vice which they have for [England ] may be a-cepted of the 
Saints, In great and extraordinary times of hope and dan- 
ger the Lord will not be moved with few and ordinary 
prayers. See Jacobs pcrillous condition in his returne from 
his Uuckle Laban, he is told that his twiſe offended bro- 
ther E/aw cemmeth againſt him with foure hundred men, 
then Facob was greatly afraid and diſtrefi2d But how doth 
he wind out of this trouble ? Loe, an ordinary ſtriving 
is not enough, At Peniel Jacob was left alone. And there 
wreſtled a man with him untill the breaking of the day, an1he 
touched the hollow of his thigh, and the hollow of Jacobs thigh 
was out of joynt, and he wreStled with him, Then ſaid God, 
as a Prince hait thou power with God, and With men, and hafl 
prevailed, It coſt him an ache, yea, an halting to preyaile 


Diffcitia que With God in ſuch a grand extremity. Good things are diff 


cult, Once more, ſee what labour it colt #/4ah and his 


3 Kin,38.v.42, ſervant to obtaine raine for 1/rael, after three yeares drouzht 


in the land, And Elijah went wp to the top of Carmel, and 
he caft himſelfe doWne upon the earth, and put his face 
between his knees, "Nhat a painfull groveling poſture was 
that ? And he ſaid to his ſervant, goe up now, looke toward 
the Sea, and hs Went up and looked, and ſail, there 15 no- 
thing, And he ſaid, goe againe ſeven times , and it came to 
paſſe at the ſeverth time, that he ſaid, Behold, there ariſeth a 
little cloud out of the Sea, like a mans hand, &c. Thus, 
Brethren it hath been a long time of drought with ug, 
many of our clouds in Church and ſtate, though they have 
hid the facz of our Sunne from us, yet have proved to the 
laid bu: as clouds without water, carried about with di- 
verſe v in's, fo that we bavs wanted both the former and 
the latter raine in their ſeaſons, Now what meanes are to 
be uſ.d that the Lord miy be moved to {.nd a gracious 
rajne upon this bis Inhzritance, and to refreſh it now it 
is wealy ? Looke upon this zealous Elyah, get we all up 
to our cloſ-.ts, »nd there caſt downe our ſelves upon the 
earth, with car F es t-» our feet Yea, Ier us thus goe up 
ſ-von times, nat fovel tines a day, and perhaps even Our 
prove!s at lait wnay raiſc that cloud, whoſe drops my ” 
rc 
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freſh and make glad'the City of &od, Thus there muſt be | 
(1.) Supptications( 2.) Prayers(3.) Interceſſions,made for K ings, 
1 &c, but we mult adge, | 7 
FI 4. Thankggivings too, 
| Theſe area meanes to water all the former three bran- 
ches, and to cauſe them to grow and ſpeed the better. 
The Lord takes priyfes for an honour, #hoſo offererh me 
thanks and praiſe he hononreth me, and thoſe that honour him i':\. £1 © 1. 
he will hononr them againe, But I have tpokca of this parti- * 543.3. v.35, 
| eular before, 
' | Somuch concerning the ſorts of Prayer, 
; {| 2. The ſcope (and matter both) to be contained in thoſe 
prayers of ours for them,viz. 

1. Godlineſſe with Dwujetnefſe. Bonum ſpitituale, m 
S wr Floneſty in Peace. Bonum Politicum & Civile. 
| 1. Bonum ſpirituale & Fccleſiaſticum] Qrierneſſe with God- 


| lineſſe. Follow peace with all men and Holineſſe, without which Hed 24v.14. 
" | no man ſhall ſee the Lord, We muſt fo follow peace as we 
; may keep our ſelves in fight (and within the limits } of 
7 holineſſe, but no farther ; and fo farre we muſt follow it 


in the firſt place. This muſt ſtand in the front of our 
prayers, Pray for Kings firſt, &c, that they may be inſtru- 
' {| ments of {pirituall good unte us, Religion is the very ſoule 
* Þ of our ſovles, that one thing abſolutely neceſſary, and there- 
» {| forethepromotion and promoters of this, doc bothneed and: 
» {| dcſerrethe prime of our ſupplicarions. 
And in. the next place, Hoxefty (3.) publique , private, 
* | politique, morall honeſty is to be remembred and furthe- 
red by our fcrvent and ſenfible petitions, The ſword: of: 
Civill juſtice doth guard our Religion, as that flaming 
ſword did keep the Tree of life in Paradiſe, And he placed gage, 
at the Eaſt of the garden of Edew, Cherubins, and a flaming 
ſword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of 
life, This office of the Partiamentary ( herabins mult (in 
the ſecond place) be promotedby our prayers, Sp] 
So much touching Generall Leflons and DireRions. 
But by this time me thinks I: ſee and'heare diverſe par- 
ticulav rankcs. of people flogking to me,. and; cnquiring. of 
| | me 
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me, as the People, the Publicanes, and the Sorters did of 
John Baptiff , what ſhall we doe ? that js, what ſpeciall 
Leſſons can you give us ? what diſtin& taskes can you ſet 
us, that ſo each perſon may be (holily and loyally) active, 
for the furtherance of the great goed worke in thele times of 
publique hope and hazard? 

Brethren, I ſhall endeavour (as the Baptiſt did) to give 
every one his portien , and that ſtreame of exhortation 
which hitherto I have carried in a common and penerall 
Channell, I ſhall now fluce out into diverſe leſſer and par- 
ticular rivelets, that fo all ranks of perſons may be watc- 
red and made fruitfull. And, 


1, Let me have leave to ſpeake to Aſagiſt-4tes. 


] beſcech all thoſe whiclr are in authority and office, to 
heare me a few words patiently. I would not preſume to 
tcach or preſcribe any thing in your ſpheares above mine 
owne ; neither doe [ peremptorily taxe you of any ſpe- 
ciall default or tranſgreſſion, My full purpoſe and defire is, 
ſo to carry my fſelfe in this Exhortation to you, as young 
Timothy is licenſed by Saint Paul to carry himſelfe towards 
thoſe Brethren, Jf thou put the Brethren in remembrance of 
theſe things, thou ſhalt be a good Miniſter of leſus Chriſt, nog- 
riſned up in the words of Faith and of good Dottrine, So 
there is ſomething of which to put you in remembrance 
I conceive it my duty : The ſumme in ſhort is this, That 
all Magiftrates and Officers in thu place ( and ell[eWhere) 
wauld be plea/ed to Conntenance, Promote, and Second all Par- 
liomentary Editts and proceedings. Brethren, ye are unto the 
Common people at this time, in reſpe& of the Parhament, 
as thoſe ſpyes ſent to Canaan were to the Congregation 
of Iſracl ; your relations and ſpeeches m:y bring up either 
an Evill or a good report, upon that great Councell and 
their proceedings, You know how ſome of the Fes did 
canſ-a murmuring again{t Aoſes and Aaron, whereas Caleb 
and 'ofhuah (becauſe they had another Spirit, and followed 
th Lord fully) d:4 endeavour to appcaſc and ſatisfie them, 
and tor this Fithfulnede they had a great reyard, In this 
| Exe 
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Exhortation I doe not accuſe you of negligence, but rather 


doe commend all your former diligence herein, He that ex- Sui moner ur 
horteth to a duty done already, his exhortation is no lefle facies, &c. 


then a commendation. And this I adde, that ye cannot 
lightly ) be too zealous in this point. O what a goodly 
fight 1s It Brethren, Whex the NMomntaines doe bring peace, 


and the little hills righteouſnefſe unto the people? The words 9.723. 


are found in the old tranſlation, the hymne is intituled 
[A Palme for Solomon, | That is, when David (the ſweet 
linger of 1/7acl ) had reiigned his Kingdeme to his ſonne 
Solomon, and was going out of the world, then ( Swan- = 
like) he warbled forth that Propheſy of Chriſt, and dire&ion 

of Solomon for governement. Oh that-all-our Governours 
would thus obey it, Now the Mountaines above, { thoſe ſar 
preme higheſt Mountaines ) are bringing forth peace to the 
people, what a bleſſed ſight would it be now to fee ( the 
little hills ) the ſubordinate hillocks of authcricy in every 
County, City, Pariſh to beare their ſeverall extraordinary 


crops of Rightcouſiefſe alſo ? Toſee judgement runne downe as |; 5.24 
s > .* 


Water, and righteouſneſſe 4s a mighty ftreame ? Nay, to ſee 


it runne down like Aarozs oyntment, Which being powred 2.133 3. 


on the head, ranue downe upon the beard, and from thence to the 
we) y chirts of his garment ? But remember I ſaid, 1, Conn- 
kexance. 2, Promote, 3. And Second, 

I-ſhall ſpeake a wo:d ſeverally of each for your more clecre 
and full information. 

1, Countenance all Parliamentary edifts and proceedings, 

True it is, that that ſupreme Court of the Kingdome doth 
nor need, nor feare ( inreſpe of it felfe ) the beſt, or worſt, 
that all ſabocdinate Officets or Authority can doe concer- 
ning it ; no, *tis as farre above their reach, as the Sunne in the 
Firmament 1s above all the Meteors here below : but yet in 
reſpect of the lower region of people ( the Common mul- 
titude as I aid) ſo Magiſtrates and men in O ffice here, may 


either cloud and blacken this ſanne by their diſcountenan- 


cing, or cleere and ſtrengthen its beames by their well re- 
porting of thoſe proceedings to the vulgar : As we ſaid be- 


fore concerning the ſpyes ſent to Canaan, ſome of thenr dif- 
R 


graced 
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graced the land flowing with milke and honey, Ye Ma- 
giſtrates and men in great places, are betwixt people and 
Parliament, as the Medium betwixt the eyc aud the abjeR, 
or as the glaſſe throuzh which a man lookes out and beholds.. 


_ the Heavens; according to the colour of the 2lifſ+ fodoth 


the Hcaven feenic to be coloured + Yoar julgeinents, 
af:tions, countenances touching that Court, doc give aims 
and copies to them a, both for their opinions, ſpzeches,ati- 
ans. Therfore let it be your care to { ov2tenance, 

2, Next, Promore Parltamentary edicts and proceedings, 
That is, put on, publih, proſecute and ex:cute all ſuch 
new Edids, Orders and Commands ( eſpecially touching 
Reformation) as are ſent and ifſued from them. To inſtance, 
there is a Yow or Proteſſation commended unto us by their 
practice and approbation, there is A» Order for the due 0b- 
ſerving of the Sabbath,&&c. Now the promotion of all thote, 
and the like, doe lye upon your charge and conſciences in 
the firft place, and the negle& of them amongſt us ( when 
once granted to you ) will be required at your hands, Yeare 
our Civill watchmen, ſee your duty. Ezek.33. cach of you | 
according to his place,is our Xoſes, to take the Lawes at their 
mouth,and to declare them unto us,that we may heare and doe 
them, This is one weighty duty. 

3. Next, Second them, That is, whilſt they doe endeavour 
above to ſet right the great body of the Kingdome, ye ſhould 
labour here below to reforme your petty and particular Pu-: 
r4ſascHons : this would be no little +65 rnak. to that great 
Worke. As petty brooks doe make up a River, and many 
Rzvers fill a Sea: fo Family-reformations make up P ariſhional, 
and all Pari/ionall ones, doe fill up a Nationall and Univer» 
ſe4.. *Fis a Proverb as true as ancient [| The Way to have 4 
«leane ſtreet 1s for every one to ſweepe his own doore, } So let: 
the: Magiſtrates and Officers.in every County, City , Cor- 
poration,. Pariſh, now ſweepe their own feverall Jury- 
dittions, and then the great publike work of Nationall clen- 
hog, will more cafly ſucceed, So much to Magiftrates. 

2, Partwylar Zeſſon, may beto Miniſters, : 
Eretbren,. I. contefle-my felte one of the laft and leaſt ofall. 
. ; youl 
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ycur Tribe ; but yet ſocleere and neceflary is this leflon that | 
the meaneſt Embaſiador may,nay,muſt preſſe it upon us at this 
time : ſuffer therefore the word of exhortarion, © 

Now or never is the nick of time in which we ought to Ezck.z y, 3.&c, 
play the rramperers, toſtirre and call menup to the helpe of 
the Lord in this great Worke ; who knowes but that that 
God which did throw downe flat the walls of Zericho by the 
trumpets ( though meane ones) of ſeven Prizſts going be- Joſh 6.20; 
fore the Arke; 1 ſay, who knowes, but he may alſo be plea- 
ſed to doe great things now by our poore ſervice? therefore 
let us up and be deing, and if we doe necd ſpurres in our tides 
becauſe the way ſeems ſomewhat cragged, let us conſider theſe 
two or three Motives. 
Firft, looke we upon the eminent examples of our molt 
ancient and famous Scryprure-Predeceſſors in like times and 
caſes ; I meane, let us turne oycr the Hiſtories of Deliveran- 
ces and a ms in «dah, and there we ſhall find that 
their Prophets, Priefts and Levites, were ſome of the greateſt 
and moſt active in{traments in both, they were ( as it were } 

the holy Ecllowes to blow up the refiners fire, Let us take 
an inſtance or twe to kindle us. Firtt, in that Deliverance 
and Reformation in the beginning of young King Fehoaſh his , 5a x5, 

raigne, There good 7ehojada the high Prieſt ( being there- 

unto called ) js the very primum mobile, the founder and yer. 4,5,8c, 
finiſher of that great worke, yea, that rripartite National 
Covenant, to which the Lord, the King and the people were 
parties, was contrived and perfe&ed by his meancs. So ( fe- 
condly ) in King Hezekiahs Reformation, as the firſt thing 

that he beginneth withall is the Temple ; fo the firſt perſons 
that we find him conſulting with, they are the Prieffs and ver.4. 

Levites, He brought in the Priefts and Levites, and gathered V5 
them together into rhe Eaft=ſtreet, and [aid unto them, Heare ye 
me, ye Levites, ſanttific now your ſelver,8&c. Yea, and for fur- 
thering that Covenant which he made, theſe, muſt be the 
checfe men in the buſineſſe, Now it # 5n mine heart ( faith vr 10 
he) co make a Covenant Withrhe Lord God of 1racl, My ſonnes, "© "I 
be not now negligent, for the Lord hath choſen you to ſtand be« 

fore him, to ſerve, and that ye __ miniſter wnto him and bnr ne 
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incenſe. *Tisno meane honour ( Brethren ) to be made ſome 


of the -prime and immediate Miniſters of the Lord in ſuch 
great workes ; and yct alas (I ſpeake it to mine griefe, and 
to the generall ſhame of our Tribe ) who more backward 
to ſet on Deliverance and Reformation now, then are 
many of us? The Prore#tation, the Declaration for aboliſhing 
of Images, &, how ſlowly, how faintly are they execu- 
ted? Yea, and the more dully I beleeve in many places, 
becauſe the execution of them partly depends npon the 11- 
niſter, Letall the true Emvaſladours of Chriſt think upon this 
and be kindled, | 

2. Another Motive may be this, Ozr very Callings doe 
preſſe us hereunto, Weare ſaid to be Watchmen, wear? Seers, 
yea, we are called trumpeters ( as before,) and what 1s meant 
by all theſe, but that it is our duty todeſcry publike exillsand 
dangers, to diſcover opportunities of good, and ſo to call men 
off from the one,and onward to the other ? 

3. Thirdly, this is a meanes both to ſettle and proſper us 
all in our fan&ions, and to entaile them, and a bleſling up- 
on our poſterities, See how the Tribe of Levi came by 
their Miniſterial prerogative. When Aaron and the people 
had made a Calf, for this great finne juſtice muſt be ex- 
ecuted, and ©2oſes calleth for it. Then Moſes ſtood in the 


gate of the ('amp, and ſaid, Who i on the Lords fide ? let him 


come unto me, eAnd all the ſounes of Levi gathered them/elves 
together unto him, Being called they doe promote jaſtice, 
Hereupon ſee what a Reward and Bleſſing Ellowed. Firſt a 
Reward. And the Lord jake nnto Moſes, ſaying, Bring the 
Tribe of T.evi neere, and preſent them before Aaron the Prieſt, 
that they may miniſter unto him, Secondly, a Bleſſing. Ani 
of Levi he ſaid, let thy Thummim, a4 thy Urim be With thy 
holy one, Whom thou didſt prove at Maſlah,8&c. ho ſaid unto 
hu Father, and to his Mother, I have not ſeene him, neither 
did he acknowledge hu brethren, nor knew his owne children, 8C- 
They ſhall reach Jacob thy Fudgements, and 1irael thy Law: 
they faall put incenſe before thee, and Whole burnt $ acrifice upon 
thine Altar. Bleſſe Lord hu ſabſtance, and accept the Worke of 
hy hands, (aite thorow the /oynes of them that riſe againſt — 
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and of them that hate him, that they riſe not againe, There 
is a bleſſing with a witneſſe. See alſo how ZPhineas and 
his poſterity came to have the Prieft-hood ſetled upon 
them, it was his publike zeale which procured that; and 


therfore ſee what is faid of him and his, And the Lord Fake Num, 25.10, 


anto Moſes ſaying, Phineas the ſonne of Eleazar, the ſonne of 
Aaron the Prieſt bath turned away my Wrath from the chil- 
aren of Iſrael, &c, Wrerefore fay, Behold, F give unto hints 
my Covenant of peace, and he ſhall hawe it, and his [eed after him, 
even the Covenant of an everlaſting Pric5thood, becauſe he. Was 
zealous for his God, &c, Would we then Brethren upon a 
bleſſed time, inableſſked worke, follow the preſidents of our 
bleſſed Predeceflours, now in glory ? Would weadorne our 
high Calling, confirme our ſelves in it, and (perhaps) en- 
taile the ſame upon our poſtcritics after us ? In a word 
would we make us and ours rich in mercics of all ſorts? Lo, 
now, now, is that precious time in which we aboveothers, 
are called (in an holy and loyall way) toinforme the minds, 
to kindle the hearts, to open the eyes and mouthes, and to 
ſtrengthen the hands of all our people for the furtherance of 
the bleſſed worke of Reformation, And let me ſay further 
unto yon all (and to my fclfe in the laſt place ) ſomewhat 
like that of Mordecai to Eſther, Who knoweth Whether Wee are 
come to our places, to our callings, yea into the world,for ſuch a time 
as this ? ; 
3. Particular Leſſon, to Parentsand Maſters, 
to all Governoprs of Families, 


True,ye are no publike Magiftratesnor Miniſters,yet know 
that to your own Families ye are (ina private way ) bothas 
Kings and Prophets, Kings to governe, and Prophets to in- 
ſtrut them. Exerciſe therfore beth theſe offices now to- 
wards your childrenand ſervants, for the furtherance of the 
preſent great publick work in theſe two dutics. 

1, As Kings, reforme and purge your ſeverall Familics e- 
ſpecially from thoſe obſtruive fins, which may hinder the 
publick Deliverance arid Reformation, When Aſoſes was im- 
ployed to be the De/iverer of 1/7ael, it had almoſt coſt _ 
R 3 is 
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his life, for that he had negleRed Family reforming. And ir 
Ex,424 came to paſſe by the way in the Inne that the Lord met bim and 
ſought to kill bim. But wherfore? Y ou may (ce the cauſ- by the 
vere25- eff:&, Then Zipporab tooke a ſharpe flone and cut off the fore« 
Shin of her ſonze, &c. He had negle&ted Cirrwmoiſion in his 
own houſe, and therfore could not fafely bean inſtrument of 
the great and publick- work. So, when King A/a did ſweare 
and ſet himſelf to reforme the Kingdeme,he takes nor the laſt 
turn to his own Idolatrous Mother 1aacha,who tis like was 
one of his family, He remooved her from being Qurenc, becauſe 
a Chro.15.16. fe hadmade an [doll in a Grove, and Aſa cut downe her [doll and 
ftlamped it, and burnt it at the brooke Kidron, Let every (overs 
nour of a Family follow that pretident now 1n his houſ:, let 
himpurge it from all Superſtition, Arheiſme, Halting, P rofane- 
neſſe ; From all Unbeliefe, mnrmurings and wnthankefullneſſe, 
which might hinder approaching mercics. Once more to 
this purpoſe, look upon /acobs example, many evils and dan- 
Gen. 34 gers had befallen him after his returne from Laban, cſpcecially 
about Shalem, a City of Shechem, there his only daughter is 
raviſhed, two of his elder ſons do commit murther, and now 
the name of Jacob doth ſtinke among the Inhabitants 
of the land. But what ſhall he doe in this cafe to deliver him- 
ſelfe and all his? Bchold, Family-Reformation is his only means 
for their generall preſervation ; and the Lord himfclt doth di- 
Gen-35,1, re&him to this courſe, Ariſe, Goe up to Bethel and dwell there, 
| and make an Altar unto God, &c Bur how may this be done? 
He muſt and doth, firſt, purge his owne houtholl, Then Ja- 
cob ſaid unto his Houſhold, aad to all that were with him, put 4- 
ver.2s 3af &c, way the Strange gods that are among you, andbe cleane,and change 
your garments. SOin theſe times, whoſocycr would be an 1n+ 
ſtrumenr of the publick Defeverance, let him firſt be a private 
Refnrmer,and ſet hisowne houſe ia order. That awlt you do 
as Kings. | 
2. As Prophets, Catechize vour children and fervants in 
the ſtate of theſe times, fo farre as ſhall be fit for their 
condition. 
Areft, But how farre is that? and what is ic ? | 
Anſw,x, Shew them all the publike cxecrable m_ 
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»erfons unvailed, that they may be able in. fome meaſure 
to diſccrne betweene the right cons and the wicked, that 
they may know what to. chooſe, and what to abhorre, 
for whom to pray, and againſt what, Thus, this a& of 
Amalek, ( in the Text) is commanded of God to be writ- 

ten by Coſes, not only for all the children of that ave, 

but alſo to be declared to the Generations unborne. Ad 
the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Write this for 4 memoriall in a booke, 

and rehearſe it in the eares of Joſhuah, &c, Much more 

ought we to catechize this preſent age. 

2. Acquaint them alſo With the hopes of Deliverance and 
Refirmation begwn ; that fo they may be dircaed and kind- 
led to put np right praiſes and prayers, and to uſe all other 

. holy and loyall meanes, in their power, towards the pro- 
motion of this. great worke of providence, Thus the 1. 
raclitiſÞ Parents were: commanded to inſtru their children 
concerning the Lords Paſſcover in /Egypr, I pray remember Ex. 12.26,27; 
thoſe two duties, That's your Leſſo». 

4. Leſſow, to all Particular, Single, and 
Private Perſons. 

There are many things which ye may doe towards the 
great worke, What Zeſſo» among all my fix generall ones may 
not be practifed by you? ( viz.) Firſt, To humble for, and 
to purge from your former cowardice and pollutions, Next,To 

5 come over heartily to the right fide, and engage your ſelves un- 

jo it, Then, To wvalxe and prize degrees of Deliverance and. 

Refirmation received, Fourthly, To take, nſe and improove, 


” | the firſt fruits and hanſels of mercy. Next, To infirme (at 

\. | leaft the Informers) again? all poffenſiue things and perſons, 

ie || greevers and greevances, And finally, To praiſe and pray With  S 

o | 4 mamer of Supplications, Behold, all theſe things are in = 
the power of private perſons to doc them in ſome degree: 

- | Be ye of courage therfore, and let: every one of us play the 

ir {| man (in an holy and loyalt way ) for oor God, our King, 

" | our Acligion, Lawes, Parliaments and Privitedges againſt all 
therace of eLmalck. | 

ad OBIEBCTIONS, | = 

as | Þ# 1 know that-your private, fmgle, inferiour perſons, 


arc 
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are fall of ObjeRions againſt this Exhortation ; 1 ſhall en- 
deavour therfore to anſwer the moſt materiall ones fully 
though briefly. | | 
This deſerveth to be mentioned in the firſt place, 
1, OBIECTION. 
1 aw but one, and What can one man doe by himſelfe, towards a 
publike Reformation ? 
Anſ. I anſwer (to the whole ObjeRion together) 
T, There may be more aRive ſpirits nearer at hand then 
"5 IRIS thou thinkeſt, Z1yah an holier man then thy ſelfe was mi- 
veris, taken in this point, 7, even I onely am lefe. Yet ſee the 
Lords anfwer, 7 have left me ſeven thonſand in Iſtracl, al 
the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, cc, Put forth ther= 
foreand try it, there may be many more in the deck, and nea- 
rer at hand then thou dreameſt. 
eAn.2. Howſoever,onz man may do much. 
t. 1n bzs Perſon, and that both ſpiritually and politiquely, 
T he effetuall fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
And example is given in the next verſe, Elias Was a man 
ſabieft ts like paſſions as We are, and he prayed earxeſMly that 
is might not raine ; and it rained not on the Earth by the 
Space of three yeares and ſix monthes. And he prayed againe, 
and the Heavens gave raine, an1 the Earch brought forth her 
fruair, Thus one man may pray a whole Kingdome, both] 
into faire weather, and into foule, into happineſſ2 and out 
Num.15.6,7, of it, Phineas alſo was but one, and yet what ſervice didÞ 
8, he for his Country in one act of Juſtice, Saith God,Phi-J 
ver.lIT® neas the ſonne of Eleazar, the ſonne of Aaron the Prieſt, hath | 
turned away my Wrath from the children of Iſrael ( While te | 
Was tealous for my ſake among them ) that 1 conſumed not the 
children of Iſrael in my iealozfie, Thus one Orthodox Arhas|, 
aſs in former times, ſtood it out againſt a whole world], 
of Arrians, and at laſt the ſtreame was turned. In a word, 
all n!mber doth conſiſt of Vnites, | Unitas fundamentum nh- 
meri | and therefore if all ſhould fay after thee [" 7 am but 
one] what would become of all greateſt publike affaires? |; 
Take all drops out: of the Sea, and the whole Occan will 
be drained, take away pence or farthings, and there _ 
e 
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__ | be no pounds, take unites away, and there can be neither 
[en- | thouſands nor hnndreds. 
ully 2, One man by Example may do very much. Brethren, 
*tis a great matter to breake the /ce (1 mean holily and 
loyally ) in a publike buſineſſe. Look upon that which is: 
recorded concerning Shammah, And after him Was Sham- 
ds a | mah, and the Philiflines Were gathered together into 4 troope, 
Where Was a peece of ground full of Lentiles : And the pea- 

ple fled from the Philiſtines. "But he ftood- in the midſt of the "***% 
then | ground and defended it, and ſlew the Philiſtines , andthe Lord 
 mit- | Wrowght a great vittory, "Tis ſpoken in a military caſc, 
the | but 1 doe apply it to a politike and civill, Shumma'? ( as 
, all | I cenccive) got not that _ by himſclfe alone, but 
her- | rather by his valiant example, ſo that the people which 
nea»- | were before afraid of the Philiſtines, did now (ſeeing 
his valour) take heart and turne againe. In thort, ſee the 
Counter-counſcll of honeſt Fingiai, hew it brake the neck 
nely, | of Achirophetl and of his policy. And that exemplary ya- 2 91m-17.14, 
»4ch. lour of Jonathan and his Armoxr-bearer, how did it open = 

man] and lead the way to a very great victory againſt the Phi- 

that | liſtines 2 The multitude melte away, and they Went on bea- A 
y the ting downe one another, And Saul and all the people thas __ FA " 
4ne, | were With him, aſſembled themſelves and they came to the bat= yer.10. 
2 her|| tle, an behold, every mans ſword Was againſ} his fellow, More- © | 
both | ever the Hebrewes that Were With the Philiſtines before that 
d out | time, Which Went wp With them into the Camp from the Coun« 
;c did | try round about, even they alſo turned to be With the Iſrac- 
,Phi-|lites char Were With Saul and Jonathan. Likewiſe af rhe 
- hath |men of \{ſ-acl Which had hid themſelves in Mount Ephraim, —_ 
le 'bet | when they heard that the Philiſtines fled, even they alſs follows OO 
20t the id hard after them in the battell, All this I alleadge only 
Atha-Jto ſhew how farre one or two private men may by their 
world | 4&;ve Example promote (bolily and loyally) a publick great 
word, Ikood work, * EC. 
”m m1 3, A meanc private perſon in his afiveneſe may ex- 
” but preſſe as much faithfullnefſe and fincerity, as the greateſt 
Aires? Iind moſt proſperous Inſtrument in the Kingdome. AS 
will ye fay cencerning faithfullncfſe in'a mans particular cal- 
d _ ; S ling, - 
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Exod.4. 10, 


ver. 11, 


Ver. 13s 


YCrel 2, 


 T will be wth thy menth, and teach thee what theu ſhalt [a 7. So the 


ling, that a mu Wench in-the Kitchin walking conſci- 


onably in her place, may ſerve the Lord as ſincerely as a 


' King upon his Throne : So here, a meane private perſon, 


though a Mechanick or underling , giving faithfull infor- 
mation. of what he knows amifſe, may promote the great 
worke as heartily , as the greateſt good Inſtrument in 
Parliament. Remember this, and fay not , I aw bir 
one, | | | 
2, OBIECT 10 N. | 
But } am not of a publike fpirit. 
eAnſw. 1. We muſt bring our ſpirits to the times and 
occaſions under which we live. This Objection was mo- 
ved by Moſes when the Lord called him to go te Phe 
raoh, but it did not ſerve his turne, O my Lerd (faith 
he) 7 am mor eloquent, but I am flow of Fpeech and of 4 
flow rongue, See the Lords anſwer, Whe hath made mans 


wouth,or Who maketh the dumbe or deaft,or the ſeeing or the blind? 
Have not I the Lord ? But Moſes replyeth, 5s my Lord | ſerd I 
1 pray thee by the hand of him Whom thou Wit ſend, See Gods 
5 anſwer againe, 1s net Aaron the Levire thy Brother ? I know 
Y-T4:I5, 10oV7 ohat he cars Seake Well. And thou ſhalt beak, 


Words in hi month, and [ Will be With thy mouth and With hu. 
month, and Will teach you what ye ſhall doe, And he ſhall be thy 
Soke/-man unte the people, In which wordsI find two anſwers 
more, which I make my ſecond and third. 

- Anſ.2, The Lord can make thy ſpirit publique, yea and be 


W_ my 


e unto him and put| 


will doe fo, jf thou wilt obey and try. Now therfore goe amd 


Lord will quicken, warms and enlarge thee, 

Anſ., 3. God will raiſe up good ſeconds and fit conforts to 
draw with thee in the teeme as he did yoke Lather and Mt 
Jantton 1n that great worke. Like the ( alidum and Humiduw 
Fadicale, the native heat and moyſture in mans body which 
makes him vigorous and long-'ived. : x 

Anſ.4. Ina word, there is no ſpirit fo private, but (if jm 


ployed) would make a knife or a whet-ſtone;, a ſhaft or a bolt 


Therfore Rick not at this ObjzAion. | 
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asa | The want of one mans helpe can doe no great hart ? 
| "Anf.1, Yes, it may ſet back the feales. If one vote in Parli- * 


— 
S 
= 


for- jament may carry a great work,then the want of one elſ{where 
Treat |may cauſc a great miſcarriage, 
- ir | | Auſc2. The example of one mans dullnefſe'may-draw many 
bat |the fame way, becauſe *tis down the hill, 7 
| Ax{.z. Thou doſt to thine uttermoſt (for thy particular) e- 
yen hinder the whole worke ; for if it proſper, no thanke to 
| thee, but ifit finck thou mayeſt be the ſole cauſe. 
and | 4. OB1zcTION. 
mo. | But Tam awoman, a weak:r veſſeh, and (perhaps ) under covert 
Pha. | Garne, and then what can I doe ? | 
faith | 4»/w. 1 conceive that even thoſe weaker veſſels may now 
of 4 docſcrvice, yea dauble ſervice. 
#1425 TI Immcdiately, by, and from themſelves, by their owne- 
lindzl parts and purſes, if they are free from husbands. Examples of 
2» || the afts of that Sex even this way, we find not a few in Scrip- 
Jods| ture. What is there recorded of Deborahand 7ael in one Cliap- 
brow] ter? But ye muſt know that ſuck as of their muſt not be ime 
{ put itated without like calling and warrant extraordinary. Look 
4 kzl alſo upon her of Tecoah, what aſtrange thing did ſhe efte&t 
e thy for Abſelom ? But aboveall theſe, the wiſdome of that woman * $21714+ 
"17-8 of the City Abell, isa famous example, honour and encou- 
«| ragement to all her Sex. She tooke off the head of Sheb# and 
4 hel faved the whole C 7 by her Prudexce,More teſtimonies might 
-:ag| be brought, but theſc are cnough to prove that even the wea- 
ker veſſels may doe much towards the publike great worke 
| immediately.. . ddd , PE PAINS 
2. But (perhaps) they may do much more meaiately and 
"A. by others. | EAA thou haſt an Hubard, Father, Brother or 
5dum| Sonne, that is lomewhat over-wary, timerous, ſlack or unat- 
hich] ive, then remember that thou walk given to be a meer helper. It , guy 26, 
| will be thy duty in ſach a caſe and time as this, with thy choi- zz, 
ſt wiſdomeand humility, to doc the office of a ſubmiſlive 
bolt; Remerbravcer, in due place, manner and ſeaſon, Yea, thou 
Bart called to ſuch a ſervice. Not only Abjgailthat had a Na- 


$44, did reafoa with him, in afit time and place, _— 
S 2 that 


Iud 5, 


2 Sam. 20, 
V.16.to 22s 


AE: 


| hee which tat vis&D, Davids 
"of Maniah(itſcems ws im ©. the doch 
” Judy 22-24 ly ſupport and quicken (by! her realonids); the: timerous : 
£5: &c, Ofher husband 1nanothet-caſe.: Alſo-that ca. - cada —_ 
29,195" man the;Shwmamire; ſhe did in love provoke her. aged:and ine. © 
different hasband inthebchalfe of Eliſha, to cntertaine him, © 
and prevailed with him tq the great advantage of her Family. % 
In the laſt place therefore let us ſtirre up as many. of: this Sex, - | 
as ſhall owe roppornmiey, to caft in their mitc.in-taf oy F- 
treaſur e, they bave fouls too,and childr cas(with pre. " 


cious ae) ec to look aft ter, . 


T he good Lord give us underftaudinge and ls properties: 
tothe che and to our ne 
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caſe breake tl (OW, NEt t: no i Tt they\ycte ſnaree, | 
eh phlore I flicsarcheld'io iheovfaſt enough; and ther. 


fore the cry of theſc little ones oy informe of a great oppreſlt. 
on. Beſides, in bodily. cures, .we know thata plain and illite. 
rate man, being the paticnt ina difcaſe,, may, give more light 
to the Phytitian towards the cure by hisrelation,'then all his 
Tearncd books and long ſtudy may afford 3. for that Patient can 
tell him; how, when, . and where the diſtemper did take and 
hold him ; .So is it in politike diſcafes, a plain man that hath 
felt Greevances can.better ſpeak of them thena greater perſon 
'or Schollar, that kenns them but by readings heare-fay, g, It 
is not the proper officcof that Court to be Informers, becanſe 
'they are Judges ; and therefore my ſelfe haye heard fome of 
their meinbers with that the Country, would doe that office, ts 
take off fromthem.the aſperſion of pragmaticall. *Tis necdfull 
therfore and reaſonable,that we inferigurs do inform,inreſpet 
ofthe Court that is to judge. | core 
2. In reſpeQof many that ſaffer, *tis expedient that other 
ative men ſhould complaine in their behalves, For firſt; 
many places ( as well as perſons) doe want skill and abi- 
lities to helpe themſclves, they cannot tell their owne tale 
(a we fay } and therefore *tis charity to them, as well as 
-duty to the State, . tobe feete to-the lame, and-a mouth unto 
the dumbe. .But by the way, Lſbould adviſe-all ach to-fols 
\ 18, Jowthe exampleof Pauls lifters ſonne, hewas young man, 
'* © andtherefare (likecnongh ): lomewhat bafhfull; and unable 
to expreſſe himſ2lfe to a great man, and therefore firlt he go- 
16, eth to his Unckle Pas, and from him is ſent by a Centurian 
| to the cHiefs Captaine: 1o let them;informe ſuch as mayine 
forme, or at leaſt, as. may leade them or. their ſute; to ' tm 
one of the chiefe ( aptaines.. 2. Others are fearcfull and faint- 
hearted, and fo durit not complaine, they are perhaps threat- 
ned and over-awed by ſome tyrannaus Land-lord; or inſfolent 
though ſcandalous Par/on,, Vicar, perhaps  Curate ': and 
therefore as couragious e-1bi/baireſcued fainting David from 
1fobi-benob th & Giant, who thought to have (laine him ; fo 
26,17. oupht it to be done in this caſe, when ſome ( perhaps good ) 
mens. hearts. doe fajle. them in the conteſtation andpurtate; 
| | then 
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' committed in the Land, (faith God) the Prophets propheſy falſely, 
and the Prieſts beare rule by their meanes, ana my people love to 


'# conſiſting of three parts, Firſt, there is in it (or rather 


fer head officers as ſent of him. Next, there is the1rrunck 
& Laj-part, theſe arc the Civil State, And laſtly the Chrgy 
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hen every valiant and aQtiye 4364 ſhould ariſe to'thel/ | 
GOES, rainſft the mighty, 3+ Sort el mnt A 
fo to goe. for redreſle, - nay. ( which 18 lamentable ) they 

thinke themſelves happy in their * purituall miſcries, and de» 
light in their grievances. : 4 Wouderfull and horrible thing #9) 530138 


have it ſo: and What Will.ye doe in the end thereof ? 
_ Beſt, What will we doe inthe end ? 

Anſw. Surely, the end is like tobe extremely miſerable; 
therefore Brethren, let us now in due time deliver ſuch poore 
foules againſt their wills, let us pull them violently out of Jud.y, 23» + 
the fire 1n which they delight to lye and be conſumed : there | 
fore f_ to the Parliament, and that, in the; be- 
halfe of others is now very needcfull and moſt reaſonable.” .. : 
\, 0h. But whereof, and how ſhall we complaine and i 
. Anſc Matters to be complained: of and informed againſt; 
ire all grievers and grievances, perfens and things, both Zc- 
defpaſticatand Civiln Church and Common-wealth. 5:71 Tus 
MN "I. Eccleſraſticall Perſans. | 
Theſe Brethren ( as I conceive ) arcthe very fountaines 
orfewell of all other . grievances amongſt us. When the ab- | 

mination of deſolation Hands in the holy place (I docbut al- Mito 24%. 1 
unde ) then *tis time fir them Which be in Judea, to flee into 
the mowntaines,  Spirituall wickednefſes doe uſher in Civil 
diſturbances. For along ſeaſon-Iſracl had bin Without the true , Chro,r 4 
God, and Withaut a teaching Prieſt, and without Law.  Marke pa 
the. methad, In the_ middle is the miſchiefe, mithout atea- rn medio w 
ding Pricſt, no marvell then that they did neither feare God, tin. 
nor reverence man. Tt followeth, And in thoſe times there \cr., 6 
Was 210 peace to him that Went out nor to him that came in, k 
and {till the cauſe is the ſame, they had cither no Prieſts, 
grnone but Readers, Every politike body. may be confidered 


ojer it) the-head, that is,. the King as ſupreme, and the un- 
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or Ffiniſiry ('ebe pare ZerleftafiedT) arid thief thonld be as 


' the ſoiile to all the reſt, * When this ſoute is found nd holy; 


it doth quicken and ſanQify ; when it is fickly and 


it doth helpeto infe& and deſtroy the whole ftruQuure: there 


fore theſe men onghr' primely to be looked after and to be 


04. But which of theſe Clergy are thoſe fickly and cor- 
rupting ſoules, and how may we know them ? 
eAnſ. Alas, they ate too many, and too viſible, take a cata- 
logue of ſome cheete ſorts of them breefely, | Z 
'Y; Imoprinvis All Peſtilent and Perſecuting Church-men, 
ſuch as 1mitate that little Pope Zedekzah the fonne of (hena- 
avah, which would have puſht downe a whole Kingdome 
_ oi, {mote inn ou Empor the & cke, 
or ſpeakin inſt his warre; Orlike the high Pricſt Ana- 
nias who xd. aye that Pauls month ſhould be ftopt with 
a fiſt, becauſe he profeſſed his ggod Conſcience. Or ro come 
lower, Chmreh-men like thoſe Scribes and Phariſees, rr 
which did ſhut up the Kingdome of Heaven againſt men, 
and would. neither goc in themſelves, nor ſuffer them which 


| were cntring to goe in. It ſeemes, the men would nei- 


ther preach as they ought themfelves, nor yet. fifer their 
people to gee abroad to heare, Let fuch be marked our for 
jaft complaint and paniſhment amaneft the firſt, even all our 

Hlegall uppreflors of Preachers and hearers, 
2, All Smperflitions and Innovating Church-men, the ille- 
R, carving, painting, cringing, ceremonious Clergy, This 
is ofterr confemned by our Saviour, Phy doe you alſo 
tranſoreſſe the commandement of (3od by your traditions? Thi 
propte araweth nigh unto me- With their mouth, but th:ir heart 
# farre from me, Againe, Is vaine doe they Worſhip, teaching 
for defrine the precepts of men, Theſe maſters of the comple- 
ment Ecckſiafticall are little better then pandars to the {car- 
let Whore, and therefore ought to ſtand jn capitall crimſon 
letters in our complaints” = | 
3. What thinke we of our [nſafficient and Lafe Clergy; 


- birds that cannot ſing, or will not ? The former (that can- 


net) may fay licteraliy, that which is ſpoken by Amor con- 
h | ccrning 
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ecrning; himſcife, #e av.ve Propiets,, neither nve We "Pro- 
| ow ſonnes, bat beard-men, and gatherets of Wild figge, Noub: 
many of theſe are. more ht to be heir d-men, yea Horſe- 

men, and hiterall- Shephrards, then Paſtors by 'n Metaphor. 
| Brethren, I an athamed for my: Coats-lake (as they fiy ) 
torake in this paddle z brit that I remember that it is made : 
the ground of Levies blefling, that he ſaid unto his father, and Peur-33. &, 
to his mother, I have not feene him, neither did he. ac- 
knowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children in the 

caſe of the Lord, The latter fort ( our Lafie drones) are de- 

ſcribed to. the life, and threatned to the death by Z=ekzel, {ce 
Chap.34. beginning at the ſecond... The puniſhmenc thereap- 

pointed for them is their utter remoyall. | 

_ 4. Finally, Looke ſeriouſly wpon the ſcandalous and D chan 

ched Church-men ; men which propheſy of wine and {trorig Mica. 2,211 
drinke, yea which take off theſe liquors fo freely, that they = 


ufuelly doe crre through Wine, and Ruongh firong y drinkg are 1.28.7, 
vers Foe Way. ation as theſe drunckenand inordinate 

Chergy are one of the worſt, ſoare they abſolutely the moſt Fitinn bis 
obnoxious ſort of all : and therefore, if theſe be now ſuffered, ,,, ;., 
it will be the fault of fach as know them, not of the time 

that beares them, Thus have ye had too long (and yet tov 

ſhort ) _—_ of the ſorts of Eccleſiaſtical grievers now com- 


-. Bat now where is that jealous £45ah, or that down-rigtit 
Aficainh, that will; or doth encounter theſc ' Bauer ?' yea, - 
bow coldly doe we all generally ſhew our ſelves in the quat« 
tell > Alas Brethren, let it ſhame and confound us all, to 
remember thar 'we had once an opportunity for this great 
worke:'' Tt is not long fince that this pretent Bleſſed Pariie- 
mer did ferid forth an- happy order to this parpoſc, upon 
which every Parith might have certificd touching ſcandalous 
Innovarins, and. other peccant Ainifterry, the Parkamene it 
felfe- (as i were). wenr in Circuit through the Kingdbme, 
Fultice; ſupreme Juſtice came home to our verpdoores;: fo 
thar we could not pretend, that the Commiandement was Pcut-36 

_ anne us; Roy the opportunity. did: cven fall into our 
an; 5 ( . 7 


| 22 


neſt. But then what was theifluc, "and how did weime 
provethat advantage? © 42% nod ada 
- Avnſw. Surely, ſoms were warme in bed, other ſome had 
k,:1.v.79, farmesand Oxen, andthey could not mecte. Others ('tis te 
K-23.5- be fcarcd) were preſent. to pleade for: Baa?, for too many 
| {ergy ſcandalous 1n life, (ſuperſtitious in worſhip, :erronjous 
in judgenient, and peſtilent of ſpiritz ina. word, unable; 
unfit, unworthy. Theſe gangrens and peſts of the Church 
had but too many friends1nevery quarter, concealing friends 
in the Pariſhes where they. lived, and interceding friends at 
the places where they were complained. : Yeomen, Officers, 
Gentry, Magiſtrates and all,” (.I- meane,” too many of each 
ſort) were too too ready, for kindred, fearc, flattery- and 
charity miſtaken, to returne almoſt anuniverſall, Omnia bene, 
all is well. ' And-thus thouſands of poore-ſoules-arc betrayed, 
( what lycs in'theſe men) to. incurable ignerance-and 
ition. - Oh'my bowells; my.bowells ! When I conſider how 
that divine oportunity was generally ſleighted and abuſed; 
And now behold the bloud of thoſe poore, ignorant ccelipfed 
Pariſhes which heretofore. did-cry for veageance upon their 
own guilty: Miniſters. only, doth -now'roare lowder agai 
thoſe late intruſted Yeonien, Officers, Gentry-and Magiſtrates 
( what ever they were that. neglefted that; golden ſeaſon) 
and ſo we have more ſoule-murtherers ( accidentally) -fince 
that order, then were before... Let 'thoſe negleRors {ce that 
5; Parable-againſt Ahab, for ſparing of Beahadad, andthe ap- 
4g " plication thereof, Becauſe then haſt. let. goe ont of thy hang, 
a man: Whom [ appeinted:to utter dettrutjon ; therefore thy life 
ſhall goe for bus life, and-thy People for hus people;; whichafter- 
dg 32.31 wa TeEpabavoredingy: The King of Syria commanded 
ſaying, Fight neither With ſmall nor great ſave | onety| With the 
K ingef Lirael, And it will be but juſt 1f thoſe guilty Mini» 
ſters: ſo-unjultly fayoured by ſuch, doe prove, the ſoul» 
Oanghtermen-'to them. or theirs in after times, Conſider. we. 
this-late\grofſe omiflion,. (Brethren) to humble eur ſoules 
mightily - for the ſame, *twas a dcepe,- yea, a ſpirituall wic-- 
neſſe. | But now ſuppoſe the-great good Lord, ſhould in 
much' patience try us once more ſhortly in this paint, and 
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ſhonld vouchſafe us one epportunity more by- this Parlia- 
ament ? ſhall we play the Cowards aſecond time, and-doe 
againe as formerly ? God forbid, No Brethren, let us fill 

ſcules with holy reſolutions to doe the worke of the 
Lord with all our might, to ſet our faces, tongues, heads, 
hearts, hands, bedics, ſoules, and all unto it, to farther the 
infor mation and teſtimonics againſt all ſpirituall murtherers, 
which flay poore ſeules by whole Pariſh-fuls. Remember this 
{ſon above all the reſt, | | 

So much cencerhipg Ecclcſiaſticall Grievers,perſons, 
2. Things, Crievances Eccleſraſticall, 

And here are diverſe particulars to be looked after, in all 
which we may be grieved. 

1. In Dotlrine, | Sound doarine is more precious then 
cur bloud ; but there are thoſe of the Clryy which have 
endeavoured to corrupt this. The very Articles ef our 
Church are oppugned, as of Originall finne, Free-will, the 
4 Commandement, and diverſe others are oppugned and 
impaircd by the Arminians, Let him that is wiſe conſider 
theſe things, Brethren, to poiſen a publique ſpring is ca- | 
pitall by Law, how much more in fpirituals ? /f We,or av Gal.y.v,8. 
Angell from heaven preach any other Goffell unto you, then 
x1 Which we have preached wnto you, let him be accur- 
P 

2, Pure Worfhip 1s as deare as life : And therefore” ſee 
the puniſhment of whoſocyer ſhall attempt to draw afide Peut-13-% 
from it. If thy brother, the ſonne of thy mother, cr thy ſonne | 
er ily daughter, or the wife f thy boſume, or thy friend which 
Was thine owne ſoule, entice thee ſecretly, [a ing, Lett us goe 
and ſerve arhir gods, Which thou haſt not knewne, thew, nor 
thy fathers : then ftalt not conſent unto him, nor hearken wa wec.s. 
to law, neither ſtall thine eye pitty him, neither ſtalt thow Spare, | 
neither flalt thou conctale him ; but thou ſhal ſurely kill himl, ver.g. ... 
thine hand ſhall be firſt upon hims to pat him to death, But'even 
this (it ſecmes) bath Ecerr attempted by ſome amongſt us, 
eſe what mcancs theſe approachers and ” me towards 
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Tir 3.v5s. .3.. Therceis a power of godlinefle in praftiſe, and who. 
ſoever ſhall cunningly atcempt to ſucke or ſoake out that, 
is a deep offender, and to be avoided. But ſuch.alfo we 
had, and (till have them, men that hate ftritneſſe and ſpi- 
; rituall heate, and would convay away our fpirituall prote- 
Sam 19. 12, ſtaniſine , putting ( as Michal did for David ) a mecre 
 13-Tmage of formality in the place. If it begdeath and trea- 
{on to clip or to waſh the Kings Coyne, then what ſhall 
be done bad enough to theſe wicked fpirituall Alchymiſts? 
So much concerning Ecclcfiaſticall grievers and grievan- 
CES. 
2, T muſt and will now be very briefe concerning the Ci- 
vill or Politique, | 
Brethren, I am a Divine, and not a States-man ; theſe 
latter thereforc.are out of ſpheare, I ſhall leave the men to 
juſtice, and the point to your owne diſquiſition and pro- 
| ſecution, concluding with the latter words of that Levite : 
do,19.v.30. Conſider of it, take advice, and Speake your minds, So much 
| touching the fifth meanes,/uformatior. 
ſeancs 6, 6 Is Prayer and Prayſes. Though they. are included un- 
der one hexd, yet 1 ſhall handle them as twodiſtin& bran- 
ches ; beginning with the latter. . 
| I, Prayſes. 
: This duty is commanded in ſuch times of Deliverance 
.58.v.14. and Reformation. Offer unto God thankggiving, and pay thy 
ver. 1.5, wvowes unte the moſt high, I will deliver. thee, and thou ſhalt. 
1 rlorifie me, Therefore the Lord doth now looke for great 
Þra ſes and glory from us. | 
Os f. But how may I thus glorific him ? what mult I doe 
to Prayſc him aright ? et el, 
 Anſw.1, There is prayſing with the zmomth, in words; and 
þ.13.v,15, this 1s either {peaking of -prayſe (1.) to God. Ler us offer 
| the ſacrifice of prayſe 20 God continually, It may be done i1 


'- Ffinging, praycr, meditation, aud other duties-to him, (z.) Or 
145.vs. by ſpeaking prayſes of God, 1 will Speake. df the glorious ho- 
| nour of thy Majeſty, &c. This is done (1.) when'we ftady 
| to lay..open the frame, myſtery, and: parts of Deliverance, 
#11.v,:. The works of the Lord are great, ſought ont of all them that 


have 


Fuly and Loyal doi. 


hive pleaſure in them, (2.) When we hbonr to entayle there- 
membranc? of mercics upon onr poſterities. Fo we thy peo- Plal.7g.v.ty 
ple will give thee thanks for ever, we will fhew forth thy praiſe 
to all generations. | 

2, There is prayſing with, by, or in a mans life, 7ho- Plal.59.v 23 
ſoever offereth prayſe glerifieth me, and to him that ordereth his 
converſation aright, they are joyned together. And againe, ver.16, 
(ſpeaking of prayſmg) unto the Wicked, God ſaith, what haſt 
thou to' ave to declare my flatntes, or that thou ſhouldeft take 
my (ovenant tn thy mowth ? And againe, 1 will prayſe thee Plal.119.v, 
with wprightneſſe of heart, when I foall have learned thy righ-' 
trove judgements. Let us therefore live prayſes to the Lord, 
let us ſhew the light of our hely converſation before men, that Mat. 5.v.16. 
ar heaventy Father may have glory. | , mow 

3, There is a prayting of God with the hand, 'or with 
the ſubſtance, to prayſe the Lord is to honour him, and 
we may honour the Lord with our Subſtance. This is a 
touch-ſtone to try the truth of our thankfulnefſſe indeed. 
When a man is truly thankfull for a curtefie received; he 
is ready really to ſhew his gratitude by hisliberalityto all 
thoſe that are under him, or about him. Now let us ſhew 
that we prize our mercics received, by our readinefle to 
doc any thing, to'part with any thing to our jnferiours, 
to good ves, 'at Gods command. 'True' thankfull men are: 
alwayes bountifull, When ſalvation came into the houſe 
of Zachens, preſently he gives halfe of his goods to the poore, -u%k 19. vel 
And that at or ftatwre amongft the Fewes of ſending porti= xg. v,2u1 
ons one to auother, and gifts to the poore, npon a time of Des 
liverance,1s now ſeaſonable for our imitation,” OO ff 

4. Finally, there's 4 _prayfing. of 'the Lord with the heart," 
yea with the whole heart, faith the Plalmiſt. Tpeake now-\,. 
of a'{piricuall- and gracions heartincfſ>, that the conſidera- 130%) 
tion of Gods (mercy ought” to raiſe our ſpirits, and quicken. . 
all the graces jo eur hearts' (as 'tis faid-of Pobalapur; that \ Chron. 
bs keart was tifted up in' the wayes of the Lord YI meang, the \ 
ſence of freſh deliverance ſhould ſtrengthen our faith*to 
truſt to the Lord more -perfe&Mly, it ſhould colarge our loye 
to: cleave unto him more afte&ionatcly , it thould' Kindle 
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our zcale to ftand for him more courazionſly, and Gin all 


the reſt of our graces. This of all ſort of prayſes. is the 
higheſt. 
'S 2, Another Branch are Prayers. 

The uſe of this duty is commanded, and the nature, parts, 
and qualifications preſcribed, in one and the fame Text, by 
Saint Paxl to his ' Hoes Timothy, 1 Tim 2. 1, 2. J exhorr 
therefore , that firft of all ſupplications , prayers, interceſſions, 
a4 giving of thanks be maae for all men ; for Kinrs and for 
all that are in authority, that we may leade a quiet and peare- 
able life in all godlinefſe and honefly. 1 need to goe no fur- 
ther then theſe two verſes for the foundation or limits of 
my diſcourſe in the preſent point ; Let us therefore fully 
diſcuſſe the words. In them we may obſcrve theſe. three 
generals : 

1. The ſeverall ſorts of prayers Which are to be made, and 
thoſe are fourc, Smupplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and yi- 
ving of Thanks. , | 
- 2, The perſons. for Whom all thaſe prayers muſt be put up. 
Generally a men(3.e. ) all rankes indefinitely : More ſpecially, 
for Kings,&c. 

3. The ſcope, adrift, and end of our prayers for them ; it 
muſt be peace and quierneſſe, but with two qualifications ; 
the firſt Spirituall Godlinefſe ; the ather Iorall Honeſtie, 

As for the middlemoſt of three ſheads (viz. the perſons 
eſpecially to be prayed for) they are the Supreme Majeſty, 
and. the houſes of Parliament, and 'tis moſt evid: nt. Ithall 
inſiſt apon the other two, the firſt and the laſt, viz. 

1- The forts of prayers to be made for them. (1.) S»p-- 
plications, (2.) Prayers. (3.) Interceſſions, and (4.) giving 
of T banks. | | | 
is.gencrally agreed by all good Subjects, that the King 


" -_ oa 
and High Court ought to be prayed for, and many: doe 


famble about the duty ; give me leave to ſet my ſelte and: 
you 5 ighe way, it. is this, faith Saint Pas/, we mult - 
or them, 


I. Supplications. 
Deprecations] is the proper Engliſh word. To Erproc 
</) in 


Holy and 1 oyall Aftirviry. 


(in th2ir behalfc) is to pray off from them all evils of fin 
or puniſhment, feared or felt , whether in ſoules, bodies, 
or eſtates : *Tis a Defenſive Prayer, to pray them fafe and 
ſound from all dangers. To give an inſtance or two in. 
Scripture. Firſt, to pray for the removall of all bad Conn- 
fzllors. Take away the wicked from before the King, and his Prev.2y v,q 
7 hrone ſhall be eftabliſhed in ri»hteonſneſſe, Next, tor Secu- 
_ rity and ſafeguard from ptots and enemies. 7hwm Witt pro. PlAl.61.1.6 
long the Kings life, and his yeares as many generations : O pre- 
pare mercy and truth Which may preſerve him. Thus we muſt 
Deprecate all evill from King and Parliament, 
| 2, Prayers. 

Which moſt generall name is uſed, becauſe it doth fig- 
nifie the largeft Branch of all, namely, Perzrion. We muſt 
beg for them all gifts, graces, and mercics, not onely in 
truth but in the highe degree ; &fpecially for governing 

ifts and graces, in the moft fuperlative mcaſure, As Wiſe- 

me and Judgement is one : So in Salomons prayer at Gi- | 
beon. And now O Lord my Ged,. thou haſt made thy ſer- 1 King. 3. y 
vant King, &c, And now,thy ſervant 14 in the midſt of thy v&r.8.. 
prople which thou haſt choſen, a great people, &c, Give there- | 
fore thy ſervant an wnderſtanding hzert to judge thy people, very. 
that I may diſcerne between good and bad. Next, the Feare | 
and ad of the Lord. Moreover, thou ſhalt provide ont of all Sxod t8.y, 
the people able men, ſuch as feare God, &c, And he ſaid to *Or+1y. 1 
the Judges, take heed what ye doe ; for ye indge not for man 'Y 
but for the Lord. Wherefore noW let the feare of the Lord be ver. z. © 
pou you, take heed, and doe it, Againe, The ſpirit of Cou- | 
rage and Z eale ( faith Jehoſaphat ) Deale conragiouſly, and the ver. 1x. |} 
Lord ſtall be wth the good, | 

3 Intercefſions. | 

We muſt not onely depreeate all evill from them, and 

tition for all good things upon them ; but alſo we muſt 4 
(poſtulare ) intercede, pleade, wreſtle, and firive with Godin wy 
frajer, 28 is faid in another caſe : For the Lordeſues Chrifts Rom. 15. 
fake, and for the love of the Spirit, We ſhould firive rogerber | 
wth them in our prayers to God for them , that they may. be ver. 31. 
deliver: d from them that doe not beleeve, and that their. ſer- 3 
LS; vice 
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vice which they have for [England | may be accepted of the 
Saints, Tn great and extraordinary times of hope and dan. 
ger the Lord will not be moved with few. and ordinary 
h.zz v 6. prayers. Sec Facobs perilious condition. in bis returne from 
th Uickle Laban, * is told that his twiſe of#:nded bro- 
- ther E/au commeth- againſt him with foure hundred men, 
then Jacob was greatly afraid and diſtreſſed. But how doth 
he wind out of this trouble ?. Loc, an ordinary ſtriving 
| is not enough, At Pemiel [acob was left alone. And there 
r.24 wreſtled a man with him untill the breaking of the day, au1he 
ej» frouched the hollow of his thigh, and the hollow of Jacobs thigh 
was out of joynt, and he wreitled with him, Then [aid God, 
as a Prince haft thow power with God, and With men, and ha$i 
prevailed, It coſt him an ache, yea, an halting to prevaile 
Frilia que With God in ſuch a grand extremity. Good things are diffie 
hra. cult, Once more, ſce what Jabour it coft E/yah and his 
In, 18.y.42, ſervant to obtaine raine for 1/rael, after three yeares drought 
| in the-land. And Elijah went wp to the top of Carmel, aud 
he caft himſelf doVone upon the earth, and put bu face 
between his knees, What a-painfull groveling poſture was 
r 43. that ? And he ſaid to his ſervant , goe up now, looke toward 
| the Sea, and he Went up and looked, and ſaid, there is no- 
thing, And he ſaid,” goe you ſeven tims , and it came to 
paſt at the ſeventh time," that be ſaid, Behold, there ariſeth a 
C24 little clowd ont of the Sea, like a mans hana, &c. Thus, 
I Brethren it hath been a long time of drought with ug, 
many of our clonds in Church and ſtate, though they have 
| hid the face of our Sunne from us, yet have proved to the 
F132. land but as clouds without water, carried about with di- 
verſe winds, ſo that we have wanted. both the former and 
the-latter raine in their feaſons, Now what meanes are to 
| be uſed that'the' Lord may -be moved to ſcnd a gracigus 
68.v 9, rave uponithis his Inheritance, and to-refreſh-it now.-it 
"N is weary?” Looke upon this ealous' Z /yeb, get we.all up 
'ro\onr olefts; ad \thefe caſt downe-our. ſalves; upon the 
earth; with" out faces £0 our fect. Yea, Jet us. thus gocup 
fevers tumes, nay ſeven: times a day, and. perhaps eren our 
prayers at laſt may raiſe: that clead , whale drops my * 
+ + e 


Re en —_ : 


Holy and Loyall Attivirie; 
freſh and make glad the City of God, Thus there muſt be 
(1.) Sapplications( 2.) Prayers(3.) Interceſſions,,made for Kings, 
&c. but we mult adde, : | 

4, Thanksgivings too, 

Theſe area meanes to water all the former three bran- 
ches, and to cauſe them to grow and ſpeed the better. 
The Lord takes prayſes for an honour. Wheſo offererh me 
thanks and praiſe he honowreth me, and thoſe that honour himg Pal. 50 23 
be will honour- them againe, But I have ſpoken of this parti» ! $37.2, y 
cular before, | | 

So much concerning the ſorts of Prayer, 

2, The ſcope (and matter-both) to be contained in thoſe 
prayers of ours for them,viz. 

1. Godlineſſe with 2D uzetneſſe. Bonum ſpititnale, w_ 

Jr Honeſty in Peace. Bonum Politicum & Civile. 

I. Bonum ſpirituale & Eccleſiaſticum] Qwicrne ſſe with God- | 
linefſe. Follow peace with all men and Holineſſe, withowt which He>124v.1 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord. We muſt fo follow peacc-as we 
, may keep our ſelves in fight (and within the limits ) of 
 holincfſe, but no farther ;, and fo farre we mult follow. it 
in the firſt place. This mnſt ſtand in the front, of our 
prayers, Pray for Kings firſt, &c. that they may be inftru- 
ments of ſpirituall good unte us, Religion is the very foule 
of our ſoules, that one thing abſolutely neceflary, and there- 
fore the promotion and promoters of this, doc both necd.and 
deſerve the prime of our ſupplicarions, £16 

And jn the next place, Honeſty (5.) publique , private, 
politique , merall honeſty is to be remembred and furthe- 
ed by our fcrvent and fſenfiple petitions. . The ſword. of 
Civill juſtice: doth- guard. our Religion , as that flamny J 
ſword did keep the Tree of life in Paradiſe, - And he placed S:0.3.v.4 
at the Eaſt of the garden of Eden, Chernbins, and a flaming ; 
ſword which turned every. way, to keep the way of the tree of 
life. - This office of the Parliamentary (herubims mult. (in 
the ſecond place) be promotedby.our:pray ers, {oo noms» 
 » Butby this time me- thinks I fee and heate dixcrlt pat» 

ticular rankes of people flocking to: me, and: caquiring..of 
me 
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me, as the People, the Pwblicanes, and the Sowldiers did of 
John Baptiſt , what ſhall we doe ? that is, what ſpeciall 
Leſſons can you give us ? what diſtin& taskes can you ſct 
us, that fo cach perſon may be (holily and loyally) a&ive, 
for the furtherance of the great good worke in theſc times of 
publique hope and hazard? 

Brethren, I ſhall endeavour Tas the Baptiſt did) to give 
every one his portien , and that ſtreame of cxhortation 
which hitherto 1 have carricd in a common and generall 
Channell, I ſhall now fluce out into diverſe lefler and par- 
ticular rivelets, that fo all ranks of perſons may be watt- 
red and made fruitfull. And, - 


1, Let me have leave to ſpeake to Magiſtrates. 

] beſcech all thoſe which are in authority and office, to 
heare me a few words paticntly. I would not pro—_ 
teach or preſcribe any thing in your ſphearcs above: mine 
owne ; neither doe I peremptorily taxe you of any ſpe- 


_ciall default or rranſgreſſion, My full purpoſe and defire'is, 


ſ9.to carry my ſelfe in this Exhortation to you, as young 
Timothy: is licenſed by Saint Pax/ to carry hinſelfe towards 
theſe Brethren. If thou put the Brethren in remembrance of 
theſe things, thou ſhalt be a good Miniſter of Ieſus Chrift, nou- 
riſaed up in the words of Faith and of goed Dottrim, So 
there-is ſomething of which to put you in remembrance 
I conceive it my duty : The ſumme in ſhort is this, Thar 
all Magiftrates and Officers in thu place ( and elſewhere ) 
wauld: be pleaſed to Countenance, Promote, and Second all Pars 
liameutary Edifts. and proceedings. Brethren, ye arc unto the 


' Common people at this time, in reſpe& of the Parhament, 
- as thoſe ſpycs ſent to Canaan were to the Congregation 


of Iſrael ; your relations and ſpeeches may bring up either 
an <vill-or a good report , upon: that great Councell and 
their proceedings,” You know how ſome of the yes did 
cavſc a murmuring againſt ſoſes and Aaron, whereas Caleb 
aud /oflwat {becaute-they had. another Spirit, and followed ' 
the Lord fully) did wks your to. appeaſe and ſatisfic them, ' 

and for this: faithfulneſſe they had a great reward, In this 


Exe ” 


- would thus obey it. Now the Mountaines above, ( thoſe ſa- 
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; Exhortation I doe' not accuſe you of negligence, but rather 


ning it ; no, 'tis as farre above their reach, as the Sunne inthe 


. reſpe& of the lower region of people ( the Common mul- 
- titude as I laid) fo Magiſtrates and men in,Office here, may 
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doe commend all your fornier diligence herein, He: that-ex- Oui mone 
horteth to a duty done already, his cxhortation is no lefſe /4cia2,8c-? 
then a commendation. And this I adde, that ye cannot 
lightly ) be too zealous in this point. O what a goodly 
( ht is it Brethren, Whew the Momuntaines doe brin peace, | 
and the little hulls myoſin unto the people? The words Pf.723.. . 
are found in the old tranſlation, the hymne is intituled 4 
[A Pſalme for Solomon, | That is, when David ( the ſweet 
finger of 1/7ae ) had religned his Kingdeme to his ſonne 
Solomon, and was going out of the world, then ( Swan- 
like) he warbled forth that Propheſy of Chriſt, and dire&ion 
of Solomon for governement. Oh that all our Governours 


preme higheſt Mountaines ) are bringing forth peace. to the 
ple, what a bleſſed ſight would it. be now to ſee .( the 

little hills ) the ſubordinate hillocks of authority. in every 
County,. City, Pariſh to beare their ſeverall extraordinary 
crops of Rightcouſneſſe alſo ? Toſee judgement runne downe as Am.5.24 
Water, and righteouſneſſe 4s a mighty ſreame ? Nay, to ſee "q 
it rnnne down like Aaroxs oyntment, Which being /powred 2.1334 
ou the head, ranue downe upon. the beard, and from thence tothe 
we) y Skirts of his garment ? But remember I ſaid, 1, Coun- 
renance. 2, Promote, 3. And Second, 

I ſhall ſpeake a' word ſeverally of each for your more clecre 
and full information. *' 

I, Cenntenance All Parliamentary edifts and proceediags.. 

Trae it is, that that ſupreme Court of the Kingdome doth 
nor need, nor feare ( inreſped of it felfe ) the beſt, or worſt, 
that all ſubocdinate Officers or Authority can doe concer- 


Firmament is above all the Mctcors here below : but yetin 


either cloud and blacken this ſunne by their diſconntenan- 
cing,..or clcere and ſtrengthen its beames by their 'well re- 
gorting of thoſe preccedings to the vulgar ; As we {aid be- 
fore concerning the ſpycs ſent to Candy, ſomepl themgdil- 


graced the land flowing with milke and honey, Ye Ma» 
piſtrates and men in great places, are betwixt people and 
Parliament, as the Medium betwixt the eye and the objeR; 
of as the glaſſe throngh which a man lookes out and beholds 
the Heavens; according to the colonr of the glafſ: fodoth 
the Heaven ſceme to be coloured : Your judgements, 
afetions, countenances touching that Court, doe give aims 
and copies t# them a2, both for their opinions, ſpeeches,aRi- 
ons. Therfore let it be your care to ( ownrenance, 

2, Next, Promote Parliamentary edifts and proceedings. 
That is, put on, publiſh, proſecute and execute all fuck: 
new Edits, Orders and Commands ( cſpecially touching 
Refirmution) as are ſent and ifſacd from them, To inſtance, 
there is a Yow or Proteſtution commended unto ns by their 
practice and approbation, there is An Order for the due ob- 
ſerving of the Sabbath,8&:c.. Now the promotion ofallthole, 
and the like, doe lye upon your charge and confciences in. 
the firſt place, and the negleR of them amongſt us ( when 
oncegranted to you ) will be required at your hands, Yeare 
our Civill watchmen, ſee your duty. Zz#&.33. each of you 
accerding to his place,is onr Moſer, to take the Lawes at their 
month,and toYeelare them unto as,that we may heare and doe 
them. This is one weighty duty. 
3. Next, Secondthem. That is, whilſt they doe endeavour 
above toſct right the great body of the Kingdome, ye thould: 
labour here below to reforme your petty and particular Pu-. 
ri/aittions : this wonld be no little furtherance to that grear 
Worke. As petty &rooks dos make np a River, and many 
Rivers hill a Sea: fo Family-reformations make up P ariſhionall, 
and all Par:45o»all ones, doe fill np a Nationall and Onioer- 
JT. Tis a Proverb as true as ancient | The Way to have a: 
eleanc firect 1 for every one to ſweepe his owne doore. | So let 
the Magiſtrates and Officers in every Coanty, City , Cor- 
poration, Parith,- now ſweeps their own. ſeverall Jmrjſ- 
witions, and then the great-pnblike work of: Natjonall clen- 
king, will morcexfily ſucceed, So mnch to Magiſtrates, 
2, Parthflar Zefſon, may be to Miniſters, 

Brethren, I confefÞ>rmy {:He one of the Lift and leaf of all: 


Roly and Loyal! 4&tirvity. 
your Tribe ; but yet fo cleere' and neceffary is this Iefſon that 
the meaneft Embaſfador may,nay,muft prefſe it upon us at this 
time : ſuffer therefore. the word of exhorration, | 

Now or never js the nick of time in which we ought to Ezck.z 3, 
_ play the rrampeters, toſtirre and call menup to the helpe of 4 
the' Lord in this great Worke ;; who knowes but that that 
God which did throw downe flat the walls of Jericho by the 
trumpets ( though meane ones) of ſeven Prieſts going bee Joſh 6.2 
fore the Arke ; 1 ſay, who knowes, but he may alſo be plea- 
{ed to doe great things now by our poore fervice? therefore 
let us up and be deing, and if we doe necd ſpurres in ourſides 
becauſe the way fezms ſomewhat cragged, let us conſider theſe 
two orthree Motives, | | | 

Firſt, looke we upon the eminent examples of our moſt 
ancient and famous Scriprure-Predeceſſors in like times'and 
caſes ; I meane, let vs turne over the Hiſtories of Deliveran- 
ces and Reformations in Judah, and there we ſhall find that 
their Prophees, Prieſts and Levites, were ſome of the greateſt 
and moſt ative inſtrameuts in both, they were ( as it were) ' 
the hely Ecllowes to blow up the refiners fire. Let us take = 
an inſtance or twe to kindle us, Furſt, in that Deliverance 

and Reformation in the beginning of young King Jehoa/d his , ci x1 
raigne, There good Fchojada the high Prieft ({ being there- 4 
unto called ) is the very primum mobile, the founder-and yer. 
finiſher of that great worke, yea, that rripartite N_ational 
Covenant, te which the Lord, the King and the people were 
partics, was contrived and perfe&ted by his meanes. So (fo- 
condly ) in King Hexekiahs Reformation, as the firſt thing SHY 
that he beginneth withall is the Temple ; ſothe firſt perſons 
that we find him conſulting with, they are the Priefts and vers 
Levites, He brought in the Prieſts and Levites, and gathered 
them ropether into the Eafte ſtreet, and ſaid unto them, 'Heare ye 

me, ye Leviies, ſanttifie now your ſelves,&e. Yea, aid for fut- 
thering that Covenant which he made, theſe, muſt be 'the 
cheefe men in the buſineſſe, Now i 4 in mine heart (faith V- 
he) to make a Covenant With the Lord God of VHtacl, fy ſonner, _ 
be not now negligent, for the Lord hath choſon you to ſtand be- 
fore hims, to ſerve, and that ye fhonld miniffer unto him and brorne 
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incenſe. *Tis no.meafic honour ( Brethren) to be made ſome 


of the prime and immediate Miniſters of the Lord in ſuch 


great workes ; and yetalas (I ſpeake it to mine gricfe, and: 
to the. generall ſhame of 6ur Tribe ) who more backward 
to ſet on Deliverance and Reformation now , then are 
many of us? The ProteFation, the Declaration for aboliſhing 
of Images, &c, how ſlowly, how faintly are they execu- 
ted? Yea, and the more dully I beleeve in many places; 
becauſe the execution 'of them partly depends upon the 44;- 
»iſter, Let all the true Embaſſadours of.Chriſt think upon this 
and be kindled, 

2, Another Motive may be this, Owr very Callings doe 


preſſe us hereunto, Weare aid to be Watchmen, we arc Seers, | 
' yea, We are called trnmpeters (as before,) and what is meant 


by all theſe, but that it is our duty to deſcry publike evills and 
dangers, todiſcoyer opportunities of good, and ſo to call men 
off from the one,and onward to the other ? | 

3. Thirdly, this is a meanes both to ſettle and proſper us 


* all in our funions, and to entaile them, and a bleſſing up- 


on our poſterities. Sce how the Tribe of Levi came by 
their Mmſteriall prerogative. When Aarox and the people 
had made a Calf, for this great ſinne juſtice muſt be ex- 
ecuted, and © Moſes calleth for it. 7hen Moſes ffood 5n the 


'gate of the (amp, and ſaid, Who is on the Lordi fide ? let him 


come wuinro me.” eAnd all the ſonnes of Levi gathered themſelves 


zogether unto wn, Being called they doe promote juſtice, 
, Hereupon ſce- what a Reward and Bleſſing f 

Reward. And the Lord Spake nnto Moſes, ſaying, Bring the 
Tribe of Levi neere, and preſent them before Aaron the Prieſt, 


ollowed. Firlt a 


that they may miniſter unto him, Secondly, a Bleſſino. And 
of Levi he aid, let thy Thummim, ad thy Urim be With thy 
holy one, Whom thou aiaſt prove at Maſſah,&&c, who ſaid unto 
hu Father, and to his Mother, I have not ſeene him, neither 
aid he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his owne children, 8&Cc- 
T hey ſpall reach Jacob thy Jadgements, and Iiracl thy Law: 
they ſhall put incenſe before thee, and Whole burnt Sacrifice upon 


- thine. Altar. -Bleſſe Lord his ſubſtance, and accept the Works of 
bla hands, ſwite thorow the loynes of them that riſe againſt him, 
$a e } | and 
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1d of them that hate him, that they riſe 'not againe, There 
is a bleſſing with a witneſſe. © See alſo how Phizeas aid + 
{ his poſterity came to have the Prieft-hood ſetled upon 
them, it was his publike zeale which procured that ; and 
therfore ſee what is faid of him and his, 4d the Lord Fake Num, 25.101 
#nto Moſes /aying, Phineas the [onne of Eleazar, the ſonne of - ver. 11% * 
Aaron the Prieſt bath turned away my Wrath from the chil-' 
dren of Iſracl, &c, Wrerefere ſay, Behold, F give unto him" Yr-12- 
my Covenant of peace, and he ſhall have it, and his [eed after him, 
even the Covenant of an everlaſting. Prie$thood, becauſe he Was "© 13 - 
' wealous for his God, &c, Would we-then Brethren upon a. 
blefſed time, inableſſed worke, follow the preſidents of eur 
bleſſed Predeceffours, now in glory ? Would weadorne our 
high Calling, confirme our ſelves 1n it, and (perhaps) en- 
taile the fame upon our poſteritics after us ? In a. word: 
would we make us and ours ' rich- in mercies of all ſorts? Lo, 
new, now, is that precious time in which we above others, 
are called (in an holy and loyall way) to informe the minds,: - 
tokindle the hearts, to open. the eyes and: mouthes, and to 
ſtrengthen the hands of all our people for the furtherance of 
the blefſed worke of Reformation, ' And let me ſay further 
\ untoyou all (and to my ſelfe in the laſt place) ſomewhat 
like that of 2ſordecai to Eſther, Who knoweth Whether Wee are 
come 10 047 places, to our callings, yea into the world,fer ſuch a time 
as thus ? 0: Fd 
3. Particular Leſſon, to Parentsand Maſters, 
to all Gevernonrs of Families, © 


Eft.4.14 -: 


True,yc are no publike Hagiftratesnor Miniſfters,yet know 
that to your own Families ye are ( ina private way.) -both as 
Kings and Prophets, Kings to governe, and Prophets to 1n- 
ſtruct them. Exerciſe therfore beth theſe offices now to- 
wards your childrenand ſervants, for the furtherance of the 
preſent great publick workin theſe two duties. 
I, As Kings, reforme and purge your ſeverall Families e- 
4 fpecially from thoſe obſtructive fins, which may hinder the 
publick Deliverance and Reformation, When Afaſes was im- 
iployed to be the De/iverer of 1/7atl, it had almoſt coft _ | 
_ — M2 is 
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F. ſonght to kill him. But wherfore? Y ou may {ee the cauſ: by the 
ec. 25. eff=&y Ther Zipporah rooke a ſharpe ſtone and cut off the fore« 
Shin of her ſonne, &c. He had negle&ted Cir:wmciſion in his 
own houſe, and therfore could net fafely be an inftrument of 
the great and publick'work. So, when King A/a did ſweare 
and [et himſcif to reforme the Kingdemehe takes nor the laſt 
turn to his own Idolatrous Mother Mauacha, who 'tis like was 
one of his family, He remooved her from being Qneenc, becauſe 
garo.15.16. Ge bad made an [doll in a Grove, and Afacut downe her [doll and 
Flamped it, and burnt it at the brooke Kidron, Let every Gover» 
nour of a Family follow that preſident. now in his houſe, let 
him purge it from ali Swperftition, Arherſme, Halting, Profanc- 
neſſe ; From all Vnhtelicfe, mn-rmarings and wnthankefultneſſe, 
which might hinder approaching mercics. Once more to 


P.34 gers had befallen him af*er his returne from Zabar, cſpccially 
- about Shalem, a City of Shechem, there his only daughter 1s 
raviſhed, two of his elder ſons do commit murther, and now 
the name. of /acob doth ſtinke among the Inhabicants 
of the land. But what ſhall he doe in this caſe to deliver him- 
ſelfe and all is* Behold, Family- Reformation is his only means 
| for their generall preſervation ; and the Lord himſcltdoth di- 
he 35.1, re&thimto this courſe, Ariſe, Goe up ro Bethel and dwell there, 
W and make an Altar unto God, &c But how may this be done? 
He muſt and doth, firſt, purge his owne houſhold, Ther Ja- 
9 | Cob /aid unto his Houſhold, and to all that were with him, put 4- 
2; 3:4, &c, Way the Firange gods that are among you, and be cleane,and change 
7 your garments. Sointheſe times, whoſoever would be an it 
ftrument of the publick Detiwerance, let him firſt be a private 


as Kings. | 


condition, . | 
Queſt. But how farreis that ? and what is it ? + 
_ Hafw,1, Shew them all the publike cxecrable th 


2k his life;for that he: had ne lefted' Family reforming, And it 
© came to paſſe by the way m the Inne that the Lord. mer him and: 


this purpoſe, look upon /ac#bs example, many evils and dan« 


Reformer,and ſet his owne houſc in order. That muſt youdo | 


2. As Prophets, Carechize your children and ſervants in 
the ſtate of theſe times, fo farre as ſhall be fit for their 
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, | perſons unrailed, that they may be able in' forme. meature wo 
wdifccrne betweene the righteons and the wicked, thae R 
they may know what. to chooſe, and what to abhorre, 
for whom. to pray, and againſt what. Thus, this a& of 
Amalck, ( in the Text) is commanded of God to be writ- 
ten. by. Vofes, not only for all the children of that age, 
bat alſo to be declared to the Generations unborne, Ad 
the Lord {aid unto Moſs, Write thu for a memoriall in a booke, 
and rehearſe it in the eares of Joſhuah, &c, Much more 
ought we to catechize this preſent age. | | 
2. Acquaint them alſo With the hopes of Deliverance and 
Reformation begwn ; that ſo they may be dire&ed and kind- 
led to put up right praiſes and prayers, and toulc all other 
holy and loyall meanes, in their power, towards the pro- 
motion of this great worke of providence.. Thus the 1 
raclitiſh. Parents were commanded to inſtruct their children 
concerning the Lords Paſſeover in /Egypr., I pray remember. 5x. 12.26,2 
thoſe two duties, That's your Leſſon. | 
| 4. Leſſos, to all Particular, Single, and 
Private Perſons. | 
There are many things. which ye may doc towards the 
' great worke, What Leſſoz among all my fix generall ones aiay 
not be practiſed by you? ( wiz.) Firit, 7s humble for, and 
to purge from your firmer cowardice and pollytions, Next,Ts 
pome over heartily to the right fide, and engage your- ſelves un- 
to it, Then, To value and _ degrees of Deliverance and. 
Reformation received, Fourthly, To take, uſe and improove, 
the firſt fruits and hanſels of -mercy, Next, 7 o informe ( at 
leaſt the Informers) againſ? all offenſive things and. perſons, 
greevers and: greevances, And finally, To praiſe and pray With 
ll manner of Supplications, Behold, all theſe things are 
"the povyer of private perſons to doe them in ſome degree: 
Be ye of courage therfore, and let every oneef us:play the 
'man {in an holy and loyall way ) for our G-d4-our King, 
ur Rehioion, Lawes, Parliaments and Provitedges againſt all 
23 OBIECTIONS, [ 
3 Bu' 4 know that your private, fingle, infcripur perſons, - 
MM. | . arc. 
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are full of. Obje&ions: ap this Exhortation :: 1: ſhallen- 
+ 00mm = age ta anſwer the moſt materiall ones fully 

though briefly, | | 0 0 

| tis deferrorh to be mentioned in the firſt place, ; 
I, OBIECTION. | | 

1 aws but one, and What can one man doe by himfelfe, towards g | 
preblike Reformation ? , 
Anſ. T anſwer (tothe whole ObjeRion together) | 
I, There may be more ative ſpirits nearer at hand then 

" thou thinkeſt. - Z/5ah an holicr man then thy ſclfe was mi- 

Ser  ſtaken'in this point, [, ever I onely am left. Yet ſec-the ; 

| Lords anfwer, 1 have left me ſeven thonſand in Iſracl, al 

the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, &c, Put forth ther- 
foreand try it, there may be many mere in the deck, and nea» 
rer at hand then thou dreameſt. 

eA1.2. Howſocyer,one man may do much. | | 

1. 1n hs Perſos, and that both ſpiritually and politiquely, ( 

64 76, The effeftnail fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. | 

Pei7* And cxample is given 1n the next verſe, Elias Was a man 
ſubieft to like paſſions as We are, and he prayed earneſtly that 4 

it 'might not raine ; and it rained not on the Earth by the 
Space of three yeares and ſix monthes. And he prayed againe, 
and the Heavens gave raine,' and the Earth brought forth ber 
fruit, Thus one man may pray a whole Kingdome, both | 

; into faire weather, and into foule, into happineſſe and out | 

m.25.6,7, of it,” Phineas alſo was but one, and yet what ſervice did | 

| he for his Country in one a of Juſtice. Saith God,Phi-, | 
fr.1 1, neas the ſorme of Elcazar, the. ſonne of Aaron the Prieſt, hath 
| turned away my Wrath from the children of Tſracl ( White hee 

Was *senlous for my ſake among them') that I conſumed not the 
children of Iſrael iz my tealouſis, Thus one Orthodox Atha- 
naſrus in former times, ftood it out againſt a whole world 
of Arrians;and at laſt the ſtreame was turned. In a word, 
all number doth conſiſt of Vn:tes, [| Vnitas fun damentum ny- 

: 875] and: therefore if all ſhould fay after thee [" 7 am bt 
one]. what would become of all greateſt publike affaires? WF 
Take all drops out: of the Sca, and the whole Occan will "= 

be drained, take away pence or farthings, and thers wil .* 
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he.do pounds, "take unites away, and there can be neither ec OM T 7M 


: try round about, even they alſo turned to be With the 1ſraes 


When they heard that the Philiftines fled, even th, follow- 
nd mehr Aur them in the battell, All this. 1 Vs 2h only 


'w ſhew how farre one or two private men may by 
 Attive Example promote (holily and loyally) a publick great 
” good work. neg =o RO 
F -*3. A meane private perſon in his ativenciſe may ex- 


| and moſt proſperous Inftrument 'in- the Kingdome. | As 
© we fay concerning OY in a mans particular cal- 
> | i: 
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thouſands nor hundreds. | | 
3, One man by Example may do very much. Brethren, 
'tis a great«matter to breake the 7re (1 mean holily and : 
Joyally ) in a publike bulinefſe, Look upon that which is ,$1,, ... 14 
recorded concerning Shammab, And þr oe him - Was Sham<« SY 
mah, and the Philiftines Were gathered together into 4. sroope, 
Where Was 4 peece of ground full of Lentiles : And the peo» 
ple fled from the Phil Rimes. But he flood in the midſt of the 3» 
und and defended it, and ſlew the Philiſtines, andthe Lord | 
wary a great vittory, *Tis ſpoken in a mmlitary caſe, 
but 1 doe apply 1t to a. politike and civill, Shamwmab (as - 
| conceive) got not that victory by himſclfe alone, but 
rather by his valiant example, x the people which 
were before afraid of the Philiſtines, did now ( ſeeing 
his valour) take heart and turne againc. In thort, ſee the 
Couniter-counſell of honeſt Hafaa, hew it brake the neck | 
of Achirophet and of his policy. And that exemplary va- *S*m-17. 
Jour of Jonathan and his Armonr-beariy, how did- it open ©© . * 
and lead the way to a very ” victory. againſt the Phi- 
tiſtines ? The multiznde melted away, and they went 'on- hea- —_ I 
downe one another, And Saul and all-the people\' that "© 05 
were With him, aſſembled themſelves and they came ro the bat* yer. 20. 
tle, an behold, every mans ſword Was againſ} bu follow, More- 1 
over the Hebrewes that Were With the P hiliſtines before rhat 
time, Which Went up With them into the Camp from the Conn- 


ME 


lites chat Were With Saul and Jonathan. Likewiſe all the Ver, 21s 


men of I{cael Which had hid themſehves in Mount Ephraim, 


Ver, 3 


their 


fe-as much faithfullnefle and fincerity, as the greaalt 


ling, 


2 7 a. 9 
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ling,; that a poore Wench in the Kitchin walking confci. 
onably in her place, may ſerve the Lord as fincerely as a 
King upon. his Throne : So here, a meane private perſon, 
though a Mechanick or underling-, giving faithfull infor- 
mation of what he knows amiſ{:, may promate the - great 
worke as heartily , as the greateſt good Inſtrument _ in 


* Parliament. Remember this, and. fay not , I am: but 


2, OBz1EcTIoON- 
E: But } am mt of a publike Fpirit. 
eAxſw. 1, We muſt bring our ſpirits to the times and 


_ .. ecctfons under . which we live. This Obje&ion was'mo. 


ved by Moſes when the Lord called him. to go te Phe- 
ra»h, but it did not ferve his turne, O my Lord (faith 
he) 7 am not eloguent, bus I am flow of Speech and of 4 
flow tongue, See the Lords anſwer, Who hath maie mans 
month,or Who maketh the dumbe or deafe,or the ſering or the blind? 
Have wot I the Lord ? But Moſes replyeth, 5 my Lord | ſend | 
{ pray thee by the hand of him Whom thou Wilt ſend, See Gods 


— anſwer againc, -{s not Aaron the Levite thy Brother ? 1 hnow- 


that he can Speaks Well. And thou ſhalt Freaks unto him-and put 
Words in hu mouth, and | Will be With thy month and With: his © 


. worth, and Will reach you what ye ſhall ave, And. he-/pall be thy 


Soke/-man unts the o__ In which wordsT find twoanſwers 
more; which I make my ſecond and third. NY 
- Anſ. 2; The Lord can make thy ſpirit publique, yea and he 
will doe fo, if thou wilt obey and try. -Now therfore goe and 
1 will be with thy menth, and teach thee what thou ſoalt ſay. So the 
Lord will quicken, warms and cnlarge thee. | 
An. 3. God will raiſe up-good ſeconds and fit eonforts to 

draw with thee in the teeme ; as he did. yoke Zuther and Men 
lanttos in that great worke. Like the ( alidum and Humidum 
radicale, the native heat and moyſture in mans body which 
makes him vigorous and long-'"ived. 

- Anſ.4. Ina word, there 1sno ſpirit fo private, but (if im- 
ployed) would make a knife or a whet-ſtonc; a Thaft or a bolt; - 
Therfore ſtick not at this Objz&ion. | & 
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F att called to ſach a ſervice, Not only Abigailthat had a Na- 


— — 


- '3- OBn1ECTION. re 
- T he want of one mans helpe can doe no =_m bart ? 
* Anſ.1. Yes, it may ſet back the ſcales. If one vote in Parli- 
ament may carry a great work,then:the want ofonecl{where 
- may cauſe a great miſcarriage. : 
. , Anſi2. The example of one mans dulinefſe may draw many 
the fame way, becanſe *tis down the hill. 19-Y 
. Fn[.3. Thou doſt'to thine uttermoſt (for thy particular)e- 
ven hinder the whole worke ; for'f it proſper, no thanke to 
thee, but if it ſinck thou mayeſt be the ſole cauſe, | 
. 4. OB1EcCTION, 4 
But I am A woman, a weaker veſſel, and (perhaps ) under covert 
barne, and then-what can I doe? © | 
Anſw. 1 conceive that even:theſe weaker veſſels may now 
doc ſervice, yea double ſervice. 

1. Immediately, by, and from themſelves, by their oune 
parts and purſes, if they are free from husbands. Examples of 
the acts of that Sex even this way, we get a few in Scrip- _— 
tare. What is there recorded of Deborah Md 7ael in one Chap 19 5». 
ter? But ye muſt know that ſach atsof their muſt not be im- 
itated without like calling and warrant extraordihaty. Look 
alſo upon her of Tecoah, what aſtrange thing Uid ſhe ette&t 

for. 4b/o/om ? But above all theſe, the wiſdome of that woman ? 

df the City 45el, isa famous example, honour and encou- - 
ragement to all her Sex. She tooke off the head of Shebe and | wt 

faved the whole City by her Prudence, More teltimonics might +: 

| be brought, but theſe are enongh to proyethat even the wea-. + _ }; 
ker veſſels may doe much towards the publike great worke 
immediately, 

2. But (perhaps) they may-do much more mediately and 

- by others, Perchance thon haſt an Hucband, Father, Brother or ; 

Sonne, that is fomewhat over-wary, timerous, ſlack or unaQt- Gor by 
* zve, then remember that thou waſt given to be a meer helper. It | gh 
- willbe thy duty in facha cafe and time as this, with thy choi- 37. © 
- ſet wifdomeand humility, todoe the office of a ſubmiſſive .. 4 
| Remembrancer, in due place, manner and ſeaſon, Yea, thou 


© 4, did reaſon with bim, in afit titne and place, concerning 22 
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